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Cornerstone 

Inside this 

issue 
“The winter is over; the rains 

have stopped; in the countryside 
the flowers are in bloom. This is 
the time for singing; the song of 
doves is heard in the fields.” Song 
of Songs chapter 2 verses 11 & 12  

Recently, as the snowdrops 
pierced through the ground, the 
above verses came to mind – 
aren’t they so evocative of the 
coming spring. It made my heart 
full of praise for our creator, God, 
and my soul full of thanksgiving for 
the love of Jesus, dis-
played to us by his 
death, burial and resur-
rection, that we will soon be 
reflecting on through the season of 
Easter.  

When I returned to the house, I 
was tidying up some papers when I 
came across  one of my favourite 
Christmas songs, “Thorns in the 
Straw” by Graham Kendrick. It is 
about the birth of Jesus and poses 
the question about whether or not 
Mary recognised at his birth that 
his purpose was to die –“…and did 
she see there, in the straw by his 
head, a thorn?” For me, this is one 
of the best attempts in song-
writing to unite Christmas and 
Easter as they are linked in God’s 
great plan of salvation. So I 
thought I would include the follow-
ing meditation as it seemed appro-
priate as we approach Easter. 

 It is taken from “God Came 
Near” by Max Lucado. They put 
him to death by nailing him to a 
cross. But this was God’s plan 
which he had made long ago. Acts 
2:23 John said, “Look, the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the 
world.” John 1:29 The moment the 

forbidden fruit touched the lips of 
Eve, the shadow of a cross appeared 
on the horizon. And between that 
moment, and the moment the man 
with the mallet placed the spike 
against the wrist of God, a master 
plan was fulfilled. Jesus was born cru-
cified. Whenever he became con-

scious of who he was, he also be-
came conscious of what he had to do. 
The cross-shaped shadow could al-
ways be seen. And the screams of 
hell’s imprisoned could always be 
heard. This explains the glint of de-
termination on his face as he turned 
to go to Jerusalem for the last time. 
He was on his death march (Luke 
9:51). This explains the resoluteness 
in the words, “The reason my father 
loves me is that I lay down my life – 
only to take it up again. No-one takes 
it from me, but I lay it down of my 
own accord.” John 10:17,18 So call it 
what you wish – an act of grace; a 
plan of redemption; a martyr’s sacri-
fice; but whatever you call it, don’t 
call it an accident. It was anything 
but that. (M. Lucado)  

Jesus was born to die to take away 
your sins and mine. 

Love and prayers, Murdo 
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Church Family   

Funerals in our church:   

Bob Ryan    10th December 2022 

Robert Flashman *  13th February 2023 

Elizabeth Carmichael 16th February 2023 

 

* Denotes church member 

“Now the dwelling place of 

God is with men, and He will 

live with them and be their 

God”    Rev 21:3 

As there is an annual report summary to wade 
through within this copy of Cornerstone (see pag-
es 12-15), I feel it unfair to over load you with too 
long a report at this stage! 

Copies of the full Annual Report and Accounts 
can be obtained through the church office. If you 
wish a copy please email 

strathblanekirk@gmail.com by 7th March. 
At this point we would like to thank Jean Stra-

chan for her meticulous attention to all the finan-
cial details of these accounts and her excellent 
work on our behalf keeping up to date with all our 
church finances 

We hope that members will be able to stay on 
for the Stated ABM on Sunday March 12th , which 
is also a Communion Sunday. 

May I, on behalf of the Session, also take this 
opportunity to thank Christine Cresswell for all 
she does to arrange the flower rota, and, so of-
ten, to arrange the flowers themselves. There is 
always room for more volunteers for this task, 
and delivering the flowers in the Parish genuinely 
is such a blessing for those who receive them, but 
also to the giver! 

Session Report  Lynne James 
In response to the terrible suffering being 

experienced in the wake of the recent earth-
quake in Turkey and Syria, we decided as a 
Session to use Session Funds of £5,000 to send 
to Tearfund who already have a working partner 
on the ground in Syria. Here is an excerpt from 
the Tearfund appeal together with the relevant 
website link should you wish to make a dona-
tion yourselves 

https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/turkey-
syria-earthquake-appeal 

“As part of the Disasters Emergency Commit-
tee – a group of humanitarian agencies – Tear-
fund has launched an emergency appeal. Our 
church partner in Syria is providing vital sup-
plies such as warm clothing, nourishing food 
and hygiene essentials. But the need is vast – 
your support will make a crucial difference.” 

We, who have been given so much from 
God, can only hold what we have with an open 
hand and respond, in prayer and whatever oth-
er ways we are able, whenever and wherever 
God shows us a need. 

Flower Ministry  Christine Cresswell 
The new Flower Board for 2023 is in the vestibule.  Thank you to the ladies who have already added their 

names, and thank you for your donations. 

There are many spaces to be filled.  You may have noticed the artificial arrangement in Church on some 
Sundays when there was no-one to do the flowers.  That doesn’t mean there are no flowers to give out.  I 
have bought flowers, using donated money from the Flower Fund, which are then distributed where needed. 

C O R N E R S T O N E ,  S P R I N G  2 0 2 3  

mailto:https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/turkey-syria-earthquake-appeal
https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/turkey-syria-earthquake-appeal
https://www.tearfund.org/campaigns/turkey-syria-earthquake-appeal
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Guild Isobel Brown 
Changing our Guild meetings to the afternoon 

continues to be a great success when our loyal 
members come along despite bad weather to join 
together in friendship and fellowship . 

December 12th:    Our  Christmas lunch in the 
Kirk house Inn was a lovely time together with ex-
cellent seasonal food which everyone enjoyed. Un-
fortunately the minister and Loraine were unable to 
join us  because of illness. 

January 5th: Our programme had to be changed 
because of the speaker’s family bereavement. How-
ever, we had a brilliant meeting with anne and John 
Roy from Killearn who took us on a visit to Siri 
Lanka.  What amazing slides that were projected to 
us. Hopefully they will return with another country 
to visit. 

January 23rd:  What else would be suitable on 
this date? - “A Burns Celebration”, of course,  and 
we decided to use our local talents. Joyce   Simpson 
addressed the haggis and read some poetry.  El-
speth said the Selkirk grace, Rosemary read poetry, 
as did Stuart (known to us as Cathie’s wee brother). 
Our vocalist was none other than Nancy, well known 
to us all, who also slipped in some poetry as well. 
Then we had some communal singing and finished 
with “Auld Lang Syne”,  We had a great after-
noon  and our ever grateful thanks to our pianist 
Caroline who played all afternoon for us. We then 

enjoyed some Scottish goodies fitting to have on 
this occasion, A big thank you to all who made this 
afternoon so successful. 

Feb 6th: Another change in our programme 
which turned out to be two speakers instead of one. 
Our Guild project “beat” we understood was not 
able to be with us.  However they did send someone 
else, but by this time we had arranged for Sarah 
Black to come along  and speak to us about Chang-
ing Lives Malawi.  Both speakers had half hour each 
and Sarah has promised to come back with her 
most amazing subject which we look forward to. 

March 6th:  We are off to Doune to the antique 
centre where we will enjoy our lunch and a wander 
around this fantastic centre. 

March 21st: Our AGM will be conducted by our 
Minister Murdo Campbell and he always makes our 
afternoon most interesting. 

Yet again another year of the Guild has come to 
an end but all is not finished:   Spring Fayre on 13th 
May  and Guild Dinner on 15th May . 

All are most welcome to join us for these events. 
We are joining with the Fellowship Group to bring 

the Clydebank Singers male voice choir to our 
church on March 10th. Tickets on sale shortly.  
Don’t miss this choir. We promise you a lovely 
evening. Refreshments are included in your ticket. 

PS. Please if you can grow a few plants for 
our  Spring Fayre they will be most appreciated by 
the committee. 

Cuppa Time has been going from strength to strength over the 
last few weeks. On the run up to Christmas we made paper deco-
rations to hang in our homes. The following week we had a visitor 
who came to help us make felt decorations to decorate our trees. 

Our Christmas special was also a great success. After that we 
had a one week break before returning to enjoy more quality time 
together. I am glad to see more people having a try at painting as 
well as playing dominoes and other games. If anyone wishes to 
join us you are most welcome to join us.  

Cuppa Time Georgina Marshall 



 

Missionary News  Wednesday Prayer Group 
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Catherine is still at home. 
She has had a short time of rest 
and now she is embarking on 
several weeks of visiting her sup-
porting churches. 

Several people in Strathblane 
support her in prayer and finan-
cially. She hopes to visit Strath-
blane to update us on her work in 
Spain  

Yvonne Mildred had a busy time over the Christmas period.   
A broken tooth meant an unplanned trip from Sandema to Accra, 
driving four hours to catch a domestic flight for a dental appoint-
ment the next day. Then back to Tamale to spend Christmas 
with friends, then back to Accra for a dental scan, then Ethiopian 
Christmas with Ethiopian colleagues, then speaking at a National 
Youth Conference in Yende, then back for another scan in Accra, 
then national Church leaders conference in Navrongo.  Phew!   
Back in Sandema now, having various statutory and institutional 
compliance documents to attend to at this time of the year. 

DIASPORA 
Carolyn has been Field Director of the Diaspora work longer than 

the usual term of 10 years.  During her watch, Diaspora ministry has 
grown in pace with the global dispersion of people from many countries. It 
has been demanding work, involving many flights (Carolyn does not enjoy 
air travel!) to many countries, stretching from N America to SE Asia. Car-
olyn relates easily to people and directs teams of many different nationali-
ties, often requiring Zoom meetings at all hours of day and night. Evange-
lism of the Diaspora community and nurture of Returnees are ever in her 
mind. Meanwhile, James and Kirsty are enjoying a “sabbatical” after their 
years in SE Asia and are  keeping in touch with Carolyn with a view to tak-
ing over seamlessly in due course. Some brass tacks!: James and Kirsty 
are finding the cost of living much higher in UK compared with HK, not 
least because of income tax. Carolyn has been disappointed to learn that 
her previous church in the English Midlands have been obliged to withdraw 
their support. 

JAPAN 

Having four sons at university stage and beyond who live 
on four different continents, brings its  challenges for family 
get-togethers. Nonetheless, Lorna and her three eldest sons 
did indeed meet in Scotland this year for Christmas. During 
her two-month period in Scotland she led too many meetings 
for us to call it a holiday. She has now returned to Japan to 
pick up the thread of her different work streams, which in-
cludes providing support for missionary families new to the 
country and its language. 

Toilet Twinning Kathleen Nordin 
What is Toilet Twinning you ask?   
 
One in four people world wide do not have somewhere safe to go 

to the toilet - going out into the bush or elsewhere is not just un-
safe but also unhygienic with no real privacy.  Women and girls are 
vulnerable to being attacked as they go to the toilet. Can you imag-
ine going out into the nearest field/ wooded area to go to the toilet 
where you might be seen by others or in the pitch darkness of the 
night?  

Toilet Twinning is a charity which funds projects in communities 
that enable families to build a basic toilet - perhaps just a corrugat-
ed iron shed or sometimes a more substantial brick shed.  The char-
ity provides the materials and with help the community builds the 
toilet.   

The project also realises the importance of education and people 
are taught about hygiene practices such as hand washing and in 
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Vote of Thanks Eric Livingstone 
I was recently asked to give a vote of thanks at a 

regular Strathendrick Probus Meeting.  The talk was 
entitled “The skies above the Campsies” and was giv-
en by Andrew Conway, the President of the Glasgow 
Astronomical Society.  The incident caused me to re-
call my first exposure to the night sky, not in Maryhill 
where I was brought up, but in the North Sea aboard 
the Prince Louis.  I was offered the opportunity to at-
tend an Outward Bound course at the Moray Sea 
School in Burghead.  We were sailing from Burghead 
to Orkney and my duty on board was to check the 
ship’s engine oil levels, at hourly intervals during my 
watch.  I remember vividly, lying in the bed and look-
ing up to the night sky which was filled with stars from 
one end of the horizon to the other.  It was awesome.  
If I had got hold of the speaker’s book, “A Beginner’s 

Guide to Astronomy”, I 
could have picked out all 
the constellations no prob-
lem.  Instead, having been 
brought up in a church 
family, my mid turned to 
Psalm 19, “The heavens 
declare the glory of God, 
the skies proclaim the 
work of His hands”. 
In all my years, I have on-
ly been to two Astronomy 
lectures.  The first was 
several years ago when St 
Aloysius College ran a se-
ries of Gonzaga lectures.  
The speaker was the 
Pope’s astronomer, Brother 
Guy Consolmagno, who 
startled the audience dur-
ing his introduction, by 

claiming to be the only Catholic above the Pope.  This 
brought a gasp from the congregation.  He then went 
on to explain, that the Pope’s observatory was in Cas-
tel Gandolfo, which was where the Pope had his sum-
mer residence.  The Pope’s apartment was on the 
ground floor and the Astronomer’s flat was above him 
on the first floor.  He showed some fabulous pictures, 
taken by very powerful telescopes, of the wonders of 
the universe and he closed his presentation by saying, 
“and our God made all this”.  There was a thunderous 

applause in response.  He was thinking of the 
passage in Isiah Chapter 40 which says “lift 
your eyes and look to the heavens.  Who cre-
ated all these?  He who brings out the starry 
host one by one and calls them each by 
name.  Because of His great power and 
mighty strength, none of them is missing”. 

My second experience was at the recent 
Probus meeting when the speaker spoke of 
the new observatory at Mugdock Country 
Park.  It has been bought by the Glasgow 
Astronomical Society with funds bequeathed 
by past members and interested friends.  It 
will have up to seven different telescopes 
with three Celestron 14” telescopes.  Mr Con-
way showed some amazing pictures of differ-
ent galaxies taken with simple equipment.  

 

 
The Eric Tomney Memorial Observatory 

(ETMO) will be organising various activities 
for public participation. 

The Prince Louis 
The Eric Tomney Memorial Observatory, Mugdock 

Country Park 

some cases community health groups are formed.   
As you can imagine lives can be changed once a 

toilet is available.  
The cost of toilet twinning is £60.  This is a one off 

payment.  When you donate you will receive a certifi-
cate with a photo of the toilet with which you are 
twinned,  with details of exactly where it is.  The toi-
let I am twinned with is in Karbala, North Kivu, Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo and the certificate is in my 
bathroom.   

You could, if you wish, share the cost with some-
one else.  

As well as toilet twinning there is also tap twinning 
- supplying running water to a village (perhaps by 

giving a village help to install a borehole with 
a solar powered  pump) and bin twinning 
which supplies bins for collecting rubbish ra-
ther than it being left lying around or being 
burned and polluting the atmosphere. 

 
These campaigns are part of Tear Fund 

and truly do transform lives. 
If you would like to know more go to:   
toilettwinning.org 

http://www.toilettwinning.org
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"at the place where Jesus was crucified there was a 
garden" Luke 19 v. 41 NIV -  

"a tomb cut in the rock" Luke 23 v. 53 

 
 I have always been fascinated by the burial place 

of Christ described so matter-of-factly in the Gospels. 
After 2000 years it is not surprising if the location of 
Jesus' tomb is disputed. Having visited the Holy Land, 
I find the argument for the location of the Garden 
Tomb, discovered in 1867, quite compelling. The Bible 
states in John 19 v.20 that Jesus was laid to rest 
"near the city" whereas the Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre, traditionally accepted as Jesus' burial place, lies 
within the city walls - though possibly outside an ear-
lier wall. 

The Garden Tomb Murdo Campbell 
 
 In the end, it was not the intellectual argu-

ments that won me over but coming face-to -face 
with the eerie sight of Golgotha, meaning the 
"Place of the Skull". As with all ancient sites, the 
city of Jerusalem now extends beyond its original 
city walls. The Place of the Skull is a massive out-
crop overhanging a bustling and very mundane 
bus station. Some consider that the name refers to 
the sinister imprint it bears of a face, the eye-
sockets and nose on an enormous scale. In con-
trast to the noise and hubbub of the bus station, 
the nearby Garden Tomb is peaceful and serene. It 
wasn't at all what I had imagined but it immedi-
ately fitted the descriptions, in particular of how 
the boulder was rolled in front of the door of the 
tomb – something I could never understand be-
fore. Where the Golgotha cliff face was dark and 
foreboding, the clean limestone elevation into 
which the Garden Tomb was carved is cheerful and 
bright. Inside, it is like a cave dwelling, a home in 
a cave, such as you see in many southern Mediter-
ranean countries, with two rooms. 

 

 You can see a video and plan of the inside of 
the tomb here: http://youtu.be/kagLdjf26FY  

Matthew 27 vs 57-60 tell us that Joseph of Ari-
mathea, a rich man and a disciple of Christ, gave 
his own tomb to be used for the burial of Our Lord. 
Perhaps the two rooms were intended to be the 
resting place for Joseph and his wife or other 
members of his family. At any rate, the description 
of "two men" Luke 24 v.4 or "two angels" John 20 
v.12 sitting inside, also makes much more sense 
when you see the space inside the tomb. I think 
we sometimes have a sense of incredulity on read-
ing the stories in the Gospels. They can seem like 
so many fairy stories from our childhood but the 
strange thing is that, the more I am confronted by 
the reality of the places to which they refer, the 
easier I find it to understand and believe. If you 
ever go on a tour of the Holy Land, please do go to 
see the Garden Tomb. It may or may not be the 
actual tomb but it provides a much better visual 
aid than the chaotic, crowded and over developed 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre. It is an experience 
not to be missed. I will leave the last words to a 
visitor who wrote in an online review, "the best 
part of it was the sign on the door saying HE IS 
NOT HERE - FOR HE IS RISEN!" Amen! 

Murdo 

http://youtu.be/kagLdjf26FY
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Glasgow City Mission  Nancy Sharp 
As you know part of our Christmas Gift Collection was 

donated to the Glasgow City Mission Child and Family Cen-
tre who were delighted to receive such a lot of beautiful 
toys and gifts from Strathblane Church and community 
groups.   

Glasgow City Mission may be best known by some of us 
for the work done to support homeless people.  However 
they do so much more…..   

 
City centre project: 
 

• Their drop-in centre in Crimea Street provides 
lunch and dinner from Monday to Friday. 
Showers are also available for the use of 
guests. 

• The street outreach team goes out to connect with people who are sleeping rough. People are 
invited to the centre for food and help. 

• Advocacy – Project workers are at the drop-in centre each weekday to give advice on housing, 
mental health issues, benefits, or court cases.  Assistance can also be given with form filling or 
making phone calls. 

• They have a Rehab Pathways Team to help people who have addictions.  Where wanted, assis-
tance is given in making initial contact and supporting them through rehab. Support will con-
tinue to be provided when rehab is completed. 

• They also have a dedicated Counsellor to help those with serious mental health issues. 

• Chaplaincy support  provides more pastoral care and teaching to help guests, staff and volun-
teers deepen their faith and build up a strong Christian community of love and care. 

• Classes and short courses are offered to people who have come through initial crises points 
and who want to move on and develop new skills. 

 
From 1st December 2022 to 31 March 2023 GCM is running an Overnight Welcome Centre in Crimea 

Street to assist the most vulnerable people in the city over the coldest winter months. The day after a per-
son visits the Overnight Centre, the Housing Settlement Officer team follows up with guests to try and plan 
a way forward for resettlement in a new home. 

 
A couple of recent successful events in January this year were:   

• A very successful display of artwork of those who take part in a weekly art class. The exhibi-
tion was held in the Ballroom in Sloane’s and 17 pieces of artwork were sold.  The artists kept 
90% of the proceeds of the sale, with a small fee being retained for admin.   

• Also in January, in collaboration with Glasgow Film Theatre, a pop-up cinema was provided in 
GCM building to show a film for the entertainment of their guests. 

 
Child and Family Centre, Govan 
 
The Child and Family Centre has been open since 1987 and has a pre-school Nursery, Parent and Tod-

dler Group, playgroups, after school clubs and holiday clubs.  It also provides family support classes and 
advice for parents and builds relationships with parents through weekly coffee mornings, parenting groups, 
exercise groups and healthy eating advice.  More recently they have been involved in supporting vulnerable 
woman including refugees, many of whom have multiple needs.  

A new ministry for the centre is within 2 local schools in Govan.  In one primary school they run Messy 
Science where the children have fun doing experiments while they learn about God’s wonderful world.  
They also work within a local secondary school, making connections with some of the children and, at the 
Family Centre, they hold a Drop in and Homework Club on a Monday afternoon. 

These are just some of the activities of Glasgow City Mission which will be a great blessing to so many 
people. 
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Changing Lives Malawi  
Sarah Black 

It continues to be a busy and challenging time for 
Levison and his team as food prices continue to rise 
and it being the rainy season. There are no big agen-
cies feeding children in schools in the far north of Mala-
wi where the Foundation is. We send money to run The 
Feeding Programme once a week where 500 orphans 
and other vulnerable children are fed their biggest and 
most nutritional meal of the week. Some children are 
walking up to 20km for this food. Some children do not 
get fed every day at home.  

The Nursery is for 75 vulnerable preschool chil-
dren. They are fed at every session. They have all been 
given a care package of a gym bag containing; 2 red t-
shirts, 3 pairs of pants, a blanket, soap, toothbrush & 
toothpaste. This is an ongoing project for each child 

Students at Bright Futures Secondary School received bibles from St Michaels Church, Slateford Road, Edin-
burgh to help with their Bible Knowledge lessons which are part of the curriculum in Malawi. 
 
The nursery children age 4-6 receiving their care packages including a picture book as part of our Literacy 
Project 

who starts nursery. This time, we have intro-
duced, as part of our School Literacy Project 
that each child at nursery was also given a pic-
ture book of their own to take home.  

Bright Futures Secondary School – phase 1 
has opened and the students are working hard. 
They have been given uniform & school bags and 
are also receiving free school meals. We have 
started fundraising for phase 2 – two new class-
rooms and more latrines. This phase will cost ap-
proximately £25,000. 

If you would like to make a donation towards 
supporting any of these projects then please do 
let me know. Your help will be greatly appreciat-
ed and if you would like to commit a monthly do-
nation to feeding any of these groups of children 
then we would be very grateful. Many thanks for 
your continued support and prayers, Sarah x 
Contact_us@changinglivesmalawi.com tel: 
07985315007 or you can contact me via my 
mum Christine Cresswell . 

Just as we with all our hopes and fears, 

in failure, success, happiness and tears, 

Enfolding in His love as years rush by, 

often we’re unaware He hears each sigh. 

Strong is His death and resurrection power 

to seek and save us in our darkest hour. 

Unbelieving we are, so frequently, 

yet still He understands our frailty. 

Saviour renew us, keep us in your ways 

while swiftly rolls the circle of our days. 

Christine Cresswell  

 

Clydebank Male Voice Choir. 

You are all invited to a Concert in Strathblane 
Church on Friday, 10th March at 7.30pm. 
This is being organised by the Guild Committee 
and Fellowship Group. It is a long time since we 
have been able to enjoy a Concert in the 
Church. 

Tickets costing £8. will be available from the 
committee members of either group or the li-
brary, or you may pay at the door.  

Tea, coffee and cakes are included. 

C O R N E R S T O N E ,  S P R I N G  2 0 2 3  

mailto:Contact_us@changinglivesmalawi.com


P A G E  9  

Dates for your Diary 

Messy Church Lynne James 

 

Monday 6th March   Guild outing to the antique centre, Doune 

 

Friday 10th March 7.30pm  Clydebank Male Voice Choir concert, Strathblane Church (see Page 8) 

 

Sunday 12th March 12 noon  Annual Business Meeting in the church immediately after the service 

 

Monday 2st March 2pm  Guild AGM with Rev Murdo Campbell 

 

Easter Services 

 

Friday 31st March 2pm  Strathblane Primary School Easter Assembly at Strathblane Church 

Sunday 2nd April 11am  Palm Sunday Service, Strathblane Church 

Wednesday 5th April 7.30pm Service at Drymen Church with Rev Murdo Campbell 

Thursday 6th April 7.30pm Maundy Thursday Service at Strathblane Church with Rev Stuart 

     Sharp 

Friday 7th April 7.30pm Good Friday Service at Killearn Church with Rev Alex Smeed 

Sunday 9th April 8am  Meet in Church car park for walk to Dunglass for Easter Morning  
     service, followed by bacon rolls in the Kirk rooms  - please let Lynne 
     know if you plan to come for catering purposes (07796 871607) 

   11am  Easter Sunday Service, Strathblane Church 

 

 

Saturday 13th May 10am  Guild Spring Fayre 

Literally, what a “lovely” afternoon we shared 
with the Messy Church families on Sunday 12th Feb-
ruary. We celebrated love in so many ways..even 
making cupcake pigs to show God’s love for 
all….can you guess why? 

It is the most joyful of afternoons each time we 
come together and I feel really blessed to be able 
to share time with all who come along. 

And this time that ALL was particularly special as 
we, not only met two new families, but welcomed a 
“rescuer” into our kitchen! Two of our lovely ladies 
were unable to help in the kitchen as they had 
hoped, (The dreaded lurgy for one, and the delight-
ful addition of a brand new grandson for the other!) 
and, at the last minute, Emily Brown very kindly 

stepped into the breach, and, together with Jane 
Young, created and served a lovely fellowship 
meal for all the families. What a blessing! 

Kathy Nordin proved a master at the shaving 
foam marbling technique and our family game 
of ; 

“Name 10 ways you can you show love” 
brought up some really thoughtful examples, one 
of which may strike a chord with all parents, 
young and old.. 

“By Giving Up Your Lie In” so true….! 
May God continue to bless this lovely group as 

they continue in fun and Fellowship. 
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Numbers Ian Mills 
I recently attended a Thanksgiving Service for 

an acquaintance (Joe). Prior to his retiral some 
years ago, Joe was a lecturer in Mathematics at 
the University of Strathclyde. The Minister de-
scribed Joe as a 'numbers man' and began the ser-
vice by quoting the Theorem of Pythagoras which 
we remember from school days (the one about 
right angled triangles!). Instead of a bible passage 
normally heard at such services, the Minister read 

from John 21.11 as 
it includes reference 
to a specific num-
ber. The passage 
describes one of the 
occasions when Je-
sus appeared to the 
disciples after the 
resurrection. They 
had been fishing for 
some time with lit-
tle success when 

Jesus instructed them to cast their net on the right 
side of the boat, resulting in a catch of 153 fish. I 
believe there are various explanations as to the 
meaning of the number 153, but in the context of 
this particular service, an interesting mathematical 
formula was offered. Take a special number quot-
ed in the Old Testament - 10 for the Ten Com-
mandments found in Exodus – add to that a spe-
cial number quoted in the New Testament - 7 for 
the Seven Fruits of the Spirit found in Galatians – 
and you get the number 17. Then by adding to-
gether all the numbers between 1 and 17 gives 
you the answer 153. Apparently this had appealed 
to Joe's mathematical brain. 

 
The content of the service prompted me to 

delve a little deeper into numbers in the bible. This 
may already be something others in the congrega-
tion have taken an interest in and as I discovered 
after a little research, there is a whole area of 
study – biblical numerology - devoted to mathe-
matical references. Indeed the famous astronomer 

Galileo was quoted as saying 'Mathematics is the 
language in which God has written the uni-
verse'.However, returning to some specific num-
bers, apparently the numbers 7 and 12 were the 
most significant to the Jews. A few examples: 

 
7  
 
God rested from creation on the 7th day 
Joseph's time in Egypt spanned 7 years of plenty 

and 7 years of famine 
7 Psalms are ascribed to David in the New Testa-

ment 
The 7 sayings of Jesus on the cross 
 
12 
 
12 apostles 
Jesus first spoke in the temple at the age of 12 
When the Israelites wandered in the desert  they 

had 12 spies to scout the Promised Land 
When Jesus performed the miracle of the feeding 

of the five thousand, the disciples gathered 12 bas-
kets full of leftovers 

 
If your appetite has been whetted, it is possible 

to access information on the biblical significance of 
every number from 1 to 100 and several beyond. 
Out of curiosity, I took a random number (28) – our 
house number – to find its biblical significance. 

 
There are 28 writers in the Old Testament 
The word 'Hallelujah' appears 28 times 
The name 'David' appears in 28 books 
Matthew and the Acts of the Apostles are the 

longest books in the New Testament each contain-
ing 28 chapters 

 
As you can gather, whilst it is quite easy to be-

come 'hooked' on all of this, I will leave it to higher 
authorities to explain the significance of numbers in 
the bible. 

Start Up Stirling  
You will recall that our bountiful harvest donations 

(pictured right) went to Start Up Stirling who provide a 
local foodbank service throughout Stirling (including in 
our own parish, making deliveries here).  A collection 
box remains in the Kirk Rooms porch for continued do-
nations of non-perishable food items to support this 
work. 
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Cornerstone Traci Leven 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to this edi-

tion of Cornerstone.  Please note that the deadline for the summer edition is Saturday 13th May.  Please 
send articles, photographs and notices to: 

 strathblanekirk@gmail.com or phone me on 07939 898722. 

Library Benefactors Marjorie Peddie 
Our villages are greatly indebted to Mr Angus Gra-

ham for an amazing donation enabling the building of 
the Thomas Graham Library.  Thomas Graham FRS, 
FRSE, DCL, was a British Chemist, born in Glasgow in 
1805, attended the High School of Glasgow.  He is 
best known for his pioneering work in dialysis, diffu-
sion of gases and as a founder of Colloid Chemistry.  
There is a statue of him in George Square, and the 
Department of Chemistry at Strathclyde University 
(where I once studied) is named after him. 

Benefactors of libraries is no new thing.  There 
were 2,569 Andrew Carnegie Libraries built worldwide 
between 1883 and 1929, 660 of which were in the UK.  
Carnegie, born in Dunfermline, emigrated to USA in 
1848 and became a vastly wealthy steel magnate. 

Stirling’s Library in Glasgow was founded in 1871 
as a free library funded by a bequest from a Glasgow 
merchant, Walter Stirling, who also let his home and 
collection of books for the purpose.   

The Mitchell Library was established following a be-
quest from Stephen Mitchell, a wealthy tobacco pro-
ducer. 

The first children’s library was opened in Notting-
ham.  The library was created in 1882 with a £500 
grant from the Nottingham woollen manufacturer and 
Liberal MP Samuel Morley and housed in a building 
which now forms part of Bard House student accom-
modation in Shakespeare Street.  This is where my 
granddaughter Hannah currently lives.  Up until this 
time, Nottingham library was open only to those aged 
15 and over. This one was open to boys and girls over 

the age of seven. 
The Leighton Library in Dunblane is founded 

on the personal library of Archbishop Robert 
Leighton (1611-1684).  He was ordained as a 
Presbyterian minister, yet took up office as Bish-
op of Dunblane in the restored Episcopal Church, 
hoping (in vain) to reconcile Presbyterians and 
Episcopalians in a united church of Scotland. He 
bequeathed 1,500 books and pamphlets to the 
Cathedral.  A purpose build library was built in 
1684 and is thought to be the oldest purpose 
built library in Scotland. 

I could write of many more libraries founded 
by donations.  We can see there is a long tradi-
tion of such philanthropy and we must rejoice in 
this wonderful gift from Mr Graham, so well sup-
ported by local people. To our village. 

Mitchell Library, Glasgow 

Thomas Graham Library, Strathblane 



“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 

Caption describing 

picture or graphic. 

Caption 

describing 

picture or 

graphic. 

Strathblane Parish Church of Scotland 
Abbreviated Accounts for the Year ended 31 December 2022 

Scottish Charity No SC007261 
Jean Strachan, Treasurer 

 
The official accounts for 2022 were approved by the Kirk Session and are available to all members who require a full set. Please contact the 

Church Office and a printed copy or email can be sent to you. The abbreviated accounts, set out on this and the following three pages, high-

light the important details of the accounts in a compact format. 

The Church is administered under a Unitary Constitution. This means that the Session has responsibility for the whole life and service of the 

Church within the Parish and has oversight of the affairs both spiritual and temporal of the congregation. 

This year we have returned to a full diet of Sunday morning services and Sunday Club has resumed in the Kirkrooms with the children com-

ing back into church for the first part of the service from the month of September onwards. 

Our minister, Rev Murdo Campbell, continues to disciple and minister to his congregation and those in the community who reach out for help 

and advice. His preaching Sunday by Sunday provides a much appreciated teaching and leading for all who attend.  For those unable to at-

tend, the service is recorded on CD and a recording can be accessed online via the church website, or through a special phone line 

Communion is celebrated six times a year and we have been able to resume these services in the church, originally having to make some 

changes to comply with covid regulations and then, later, with regard to keeping those of our congregation who remain vulnerable, safe. 

Weddings and funerals have been held, now unrestricted by covid regulations. 

Throughout the year the Session has taken part in consultations over the Presbytery Mission Plan. The local plan was finalised in the latter 

part of the year and a report was given to the congregation during the process at the ABM in March. 

For the first time in three years, the records were attested in person by the Presbytery rather than simply by the Session. All records were 

found to be in order. 

Christmas services this year included a church service for the local Primary School and it was good to have this link re established after the 

break during covid. On Christmas Eve we were able to host the family Christingle Service in the church and this was graced by the Christ-

mas tree which had been decorated by the families of Messy Church. 

Wednesday evening prayer meetings have resumed in the Kirkrooms, as have Session meetings. 

Bible Study Groups are held with the option of being either online or face to face. 

 An Alpha course was held over several weeks and was well attended. 

An afternoon circus event was held for all children between 8 and 10 years old and we were able to ask Gordon Roy from S.U.Scotland to 

help lead this event. 

We were also able to liaise with the Primary School and S.U. to present an interactive “Easter Journey” with members of the congregation 

also taking part. 

Messy Church has resumed and new families are coming along to the sessions that are held every other month. 

Strathendrick Teens asked for our financial support to help send children to SU camps and we were delighted to give this. 

The church has also been used for filming this year and the local community choir were contacted to help out with the singing. 

In terms of community outreach, Christmas presents were collected for Glasgow City Mission and Salvation Army, many Samaritan’s Purse 

shoe boxes were donated and Harvest food donations were collected for Start Up Stirling. 

For the past year the Kirkrooms have provided a temporary space for the local community library while a new library building is being con-

structed. This has allowed the library service to continue its valuable work and has been much appreciated by the local community. 

As Fabric Convenor, Keith Hyam had a very busy year as the Church and Kirkrooms had substantial electrical works carried out. The General 

Trustees also organised a buildings audit and this was an additional task for the fabric Convenor in March. There was much legal work re-

quired to ensure that the Council Library could be installed, and Keith and Jean Strachan are much to be commended for their dealings with 

this matter. 

The Guild resumed their meetings every other Monday afternoon.  They held a plant sale in May, a sale of Marion Tyson’s embroideries in 

September and assisted at the Charity Christmas card sale in October.  

Cuppa Time has resumed its weekly sessions and the local nursing home were invited to attend and this has proved to be most successful. 

The Church supports a number of Missionaries serving overseas with prayer and financial support, and has hosted Missionary partners dur-

ing a Sunday Service. 

Members of the congregation have been kept abreast of the church’s financial situation through the quarterly magazine which continues to 

be available online and also as e-copies for distribution by elders. Paper copies are also available for those unable to access online material. 

The magazine has also been another informal method of keeping the wider congregation up to date with activities in the church, including 

the Presbytery Mission Plan and its effect on the congregations here and in Killearn. 
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Strathblane Parish Church  
Income and Expenditure Account for the Year ended 31 December 2022 and Budg-
et for the year ending 31 December 2023 

Budget

Unrestricted Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

Funds Funds Funds

2023 2022 2022 2022 2021

£ £ £ £ £

Income
Non-gift aid envelopes 600 610            610            740         

Gift Aid 42,000 40,648       40,648       44,827    

Open Plate 4,000 3,615         3,615         2,390      

Other donations 2,000 1,640         3,145         4,785         6,059      

Gift Day 3,000 2,720         2,720         3,455      

Tax recovered on Gift Aid 13,000 11,829       11,829       13,207    

Legacies             - 15,107       882            15,989                   -

Contributions from Church Organisations 200 179            179            1,172      

Total voluntary income 64,800 76,348       4,027         80,375       71,850    

Rental Income 3,000 9,267 9,267 266

Deposit interest 700 577 297             874 413

Dividends received 4,500 3,861 1,985         5,846 5,827

Weddings and Funerals 500 565 565 960

Income of Organisations 5,240         5,240 3,100

73,500 90,618 11,549       102,167 82,416

Expenditure

Giving to Grow 40,509 38,775       38,775       36,808    

Presbytery Dues 1,000 708            708            689         

Minister's Expenses 1500 1,304         1,304         960         

Pulpit Supply 300 254            254                        -

Fabric Repairs & Maintenance 3,500 1,841         1,841         1,457      

Council Tax 3,500 3,481         3,481         3,393      

Heat and Light 7,000 6,777         6,777         5,204      

Insurance 3,400 3,397         3,397         3,339      

Other Fabric Costs 21,334 11,072       249            11,321       9,266      

Administration 5,300 5,208         500            5,708         6,032      

Organ & Music 4,200 4,055         4,055         4,175      

Youth Work 400 107            800            907            114         

Outreach 300 (199) (199) 647         

Ground Maintenance 4,500 1,938         1,938         2,398      

Other expenses 1,500 1,453         224            1,677         1,677      

Expenditure of Organisations 5,026         5,026         2,591      

Charitable Donations             - 965            965            6,540      

98,243 80,171       7,764         87,935       85,290    

(Deficit)/Surplus (24,743) 10,447       3,785         14,232       (2,874)

 

Gain/Loss on revaluation of investmentsUnrealised (Loss)/Gain in Investments (19,307) (9,923) (29,230)      11,211 

(8,860) (6,138) (14,998)        8,337 

225,655     119,131     344,786        336,449 

216,795     112,993     329,788        344,786 

Net movement in funds

Total funds brought forward

Total funds carried forward



Notes on Income and Expenditure 
 
Our total income for 2022 is £102,167 (2021: £82,416).  The increase in income is the result of receiving legacies amounting to £15,989.  
Open plate giving increased slightly allowing us to claim more under the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme.  Unfortunately, the giving re-
ceived under gift aid has declined from £44,827 to £40,648.  Our rental income increased from £266 to £9,267 mainly due to the use of 
the Kirkrooms by the Library but also because more activities were taking place as things opened up after Covid.  The Guild income which 
is included in our accounts increased as the Guild has met more regularly and had an additional coffee morning when they sold embroi-
deries. 

The costs of running the church continued and were £87,935 (2021: £85,290).  The main cost, Ministry and Mission, amounted to 
£38,775 (2021: £36,808).  We now have no employees.  Cleaning, music and administration services are provided by local businesses 
and are now included under those headings in the Accounts. Fabric expenditure was £11,321 (2021: £9,266). This includes electrical work 
done so that we could obtain electrical test certificates. The Guild expenditure was £5,026 (2021: £2,591). 

Overall, we have made a surplus of £14,232 (2021: deficit of £2,874) before unrealised losses on investments.   
 
Our investments have decreased in value this year by £29,230.  There has been considerable turmoil in the Stock Markets brought about 
by the war in Ukraine and the cost of living crisis.  
 
The Budget      
 
The 2023 budget shows a projected deficit of £23,743 in unrestricted funds.       
 
Giving has been kept at 2022 levels. 
 
Rental income includes only one and a half months of income from Stirling Council as the new Library is almost completed.   
 
The expenditure under the control of the Property Committee is budgeted to be £41,800.  £5,116 of this is covered by amounts held in 
restricted funds. The major work required at the Church in 2023 relates to roof and stonework repairs, creation of Fellowship area and 
new carpet and installation of the floodlights.  The Kirk Rooms requires repair work on external timber and some internal decoration and 
repairs. The Manse requires stonework repairs and repointing, electrical work arising from a condition report and roof and gutter repairs. 
 
The largest expense is again the Giving to Grow formerly known as Ministries and Mission Allocation. This figure is already fixed and is 
therefore actual. The fixed contract for electricity finishes on 30 September 2023 and this together with the fact that the library is moving 
out has resulted in only a slight increase in the budget for heat and light.  The contract for gas continues to 31 March 2024. 
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The Balance Sheet shows the 
assets the congregation owns 
(Copier, Investments, Bank bal-
ances etc) and what we owe to 
others (the liabilities).  The as-
sets minus the liabilities repre-
sent our total funds.           
One of the main assets is our 
investments.  The Stock Market 
has gone through turbulent 
times this year resulting in an 
unrealised loss of £29,230.  The 
other significant asset is the 
money we hold in our bank ac-
counts totalling 
£122,639.            
 
The funds are either restricted 
(specified by the donor how 
they have to be used) or unre-
stricted for general use.   
 
The Kirk Session can designate 
(lay aside) funds for specific 
purposes (fabric and session).  
The statement below shows the 
movements in the restricted 
and designated funds.    

Movement in Restricted and designated Funds in the year ended 31 December 2022 



  

Minister 

Rev Murdo Campbell  

01360 770226  MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Session Clerk 

Mrs Lynne James  

07796 871607 lynnej1257@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Mrs Jean Strachan 

01360 770143   fastra@aol.com  

 

Church Office and Cornerstone 

Traci Leven, church administrator/Cornerstone editor 

Office:  01360 770418  Personal:  07939 898722   strathblanekirk@gmail.com 

(office phone usually manned one morning per week, email usually available 7 

days per week) 

 

Church Website 

The church website is www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com.   

 

Dial-A-Sermon 

To hear the latest sermon recording, call 01360 606060 

Facebook  

Like or follow our page ‘Strathblane Parish 

Church’  (www.facebook.com/StrathblaneKirk) to see news and 

updates. 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter @Strathblanekirk 

YouTube 

Our YouTube channel is called ‘Strathblane Church’ - you can see 

all our previous online services and Sunday Club videos there from 

when the church was in lockdown.  Subscribe to our channel to be 

notified of any new posts. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWyTLcF0GRILUbpDpCbNnw 

Key Contacts and Social Media 
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