
Facing Challenging Times 
Rev Murdo Campbell, Minister 

 
“Am I now trying to win the 

approval of human beings, or of 
God? Or am I trying to please peo-
ple? If I were still trying to please 
people, I would not be a servant of 
Christ.” (Gal. 1:10). 

St. Paul tells us something 
very important here when he tells 
us, we can’t please everyone, so 
focus on trying to please God. I 
recently came across this lovely 
picture above. The women in the 
picture above have just been given 
a Bible. They live in China, their 
culture, their family, the govern-
ment all say they are wrong, but 
they are delighted and want to 
please God. 

 
You may have heard the story 

about a man and his grandson 
went on a journey, walking and 
leading a donkey. Soon they met a 
man who said, “How foolish for 
you to be walking. One of you 
should be riding the donkey.” So 
the man put his grandson on the 
animal. The next traveller they 

met frowned and said accusingly, 
“How dreadful for a strong, young 
boy to be riding while an old man 
walks.” With that, the boy climbed 
off the donkey and his grandfather 
climbed on. The next person down 
the road, however, said, “I just can’t 
believe that a grown man would ride 
and make a poor little boy walk.” So 
the man pulled the boy back aboard 
and off they rode on the donkey to-
gether. That is, until they met the 
next fellow who screamed, “I never 
saw anything so cruel in all my life. 
Two intelligent human beings riding 
on the poor little scrawny donkey.” 
They dismounted, picked up the 
donkey and carried it down the road. 
Further down the road our trio met a 
couple of men travelling together. 
When the parties had passed, one of 
the men turned to the other and 
said, “Did you ever see two fools 
carrying a donkey before?” 

 
IT SEEMS YOU CANT WIN. How 

to please everyone? Don’t even try! 
Just try to please God. As Christians 
we listen to many voices, all of them 
telling us how they expect us to live 
and behave. These people are not on 
the road of faith and therefore we 
ought not to take what they say to 
us seriously. Increasingly we have 
begun to be governed by the opin-
ions of our culture and this is some-
thing we have to free ourselves from 
and instead listen again to Christ 
and his word and way. He too was 
often criticised by the crowd, the 
Pharisees, the Priests and the Teach-
ers of the Law but he chose another 
way – the way of the Father. Will 
this be our way? 

Murdo 
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Church Family   
Baptism-  

Jack  Payne    21st August 2022 

 

Deaths -  

Mr Fred Lees      13th May 2022 

Mrs Catherine (Irene) Tully 14th June 2022 

Mr William Adams  16th June 2022 

Mr Douglas Carruth  20th June 2022 

Mrs Marion Black   22nd June 2022 

Mrs Valerie Govan   18th July 2022  

Now the dwelling place of God is 

with men, and He will live with 

them and be their God.  Rev 21:3 

Thank You  Wylma Dunbar 
Having been home from hospital 

for some weeks now, I wish to express 
my most sincere thanks to all those who 
sent cards, visited (with goodies) and 
prayed for me. I was both touched and 
embarrassed. The care and attention I 
received from everyone in Forth Valley 
Royal Hospital was excellent, even alt-
hough I had to part (it seemed) with 
most of my blood over the time I spent 
there.  However, all the pills I had to 
consume, the potions scooshed into my 
veins (this is a highly technical term), 
and the prayers all worked and I am so 
grateful.    

In Grateful Appreciation Cathy Adams 
Perhaps you sent a lovely card 

Or sat quietly in a chair. 
Perhaps you spoke the kindest words 

As any friends could say. 
Perhaps you were not there at all, 

Just thought of us that day. 
Whatever you did to console our hearts, 

We thank you so very much, whatever the part. 
 
Cathy Adams and family thank you most sincerely for 

your kind expression of sympathy following Bill’s death. 

Tricia Rae  
Many of our church family will remember our friend Tricia Rae, a much valued former member of our 

church and Guild who died in April 2020, having moved to England to be close to her family some years 

earlier.  As her death occurred during lockdown, her family had initially thought there may be some 

service at Strathblane at a future date, but instead, her son Neil has been in touch with us to ask if we 

would share the video of her funeral service so that anyone who wishes may view it.  I can be found at: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/q2m8snksgu3ha7i/Tricia.mp4?dl=0 

Therefore go and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, Matthew 

28:19 

Thank You  Kathleen Nordin 
I would like to thank everyone who has been such a great help and support to me over the last 

months as I recovered from my fractured knee cap.  I never imagined that tripping over my doorstep 
could have such serious consequences.  It was surprisingly difficult to cope with doing everyday tasks - 
including trying to shower-when I either couldn’t bend my knee at all or only a few degrees. 
My thanks go to all my friends and neighbours who did shopping for me, cooked me meals, brought me 
takeaway meals from The Wilson’s, drove me to appointments, phoned me to chat and cheer me up, vis-
ited me, accompanied me on short walks as I recovered and of course prayed for my recovery and my 
peace of mind when things were difficult. I am indeed blessed to have so many wonderful friends. 
I have not mentioned anyone by name because I would be sure to miss someone out but again thank 
you all SO very much. God bless.  Kathy.  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/q2m8snksgu3ha7i/Tricia.mp4?dl=0
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As we approach the end of August, Session have 

restarted meetings after a break since the begin-
ning of June.  During this period there has, of 
course been the continuing progress of the Presby-
tery Mission Plan.  On our behalf, Keith Hyam at-
tended a day long presentation of the final draft 
plan itself, together with background details outlin-
ing the necessity for its proposals. Not all churches 
are happy with how the plans will affect them so 
there may still be amendments yet to come in other 
areas if churches choose to appeal against the deci-
sions made about them. 

All churches had to reply by 15th of this month 
with any objections to the plan, answering only for 
the proposals for their own congregations. Over the 
last few months, as a Session we had attended 
shared meetings with the other churches in our 
grouping and discussed at length in our own Ses-
sion meetings, how we saw the way ahead. As you 
will all know from the Session report in the last edi-
tion of Cornerstone, the plan suggested that we 
should be grouped with Killearn church in the fu-
ture. Of all the alternatives put forward during the 
discussions, this one seems to be the best and most 
logical plan for our two churches given that the 
number of ministers in the Strathendrick Group will 
indeed be drastically reduced over time. According-
ly, we have sent in no appeal against this part of 
the plan and now await the next stages of imple-
mentation over the coming months. 

Let’s all see this as a way to move forward and 
outward, joining and sharing tasks and fellowship 
within our family of local churches, supporting one 
another as best as we are able. We all have gifts 
given us by God to help us grow His Church and 
here we are being presented with the opportunity to 
use these gifts more fully in His Service. Perhaps 
some of the plan may seem daunting, but we will 
ever have to do anything in our own strength for 
God’s Hand will be holding us all in whatever lies 
ahead. 

 
During his Summer break, Murdo had arranged 

that Alex Smeed, locum minister at Drymen, would 
provide cover for funerals in his absence. No one 
could have foreseen how very much his presence 
would be needed. I am sad to report that, in June 
we had no fewer than four deaths in eight days. We 
lost much loved members of our church family 
some of whose “well kent” faces had been much 
missed of late owing to the pandemic and its re-
strictions. 

As a result of these deaths, Alex was called upon 
to take three funerals, while our own elder, Eric Liv-
ingstone was able to take the funeral service, at 
Cardross crematorium, of Douglas Carruth. Murdo 
was able to lead a service of thanksgiving for the 
life of Douglas Carruth on his return in July. 

We are very grateful that Alex was able to step in 
for these services and the bereaved families very 
much appreciated his comforting words and care of 
them throughout the period leading up to the funer-
als. 

We will greatly miss the kindly presence of Irene 
Tully as she sat week by week alongside Wylma. 

Bill Adams was always a cheery member of the 
congregation despite times of pain, always ready 
with a smile as one greeted him at the door. 

Douglas Carruth was a quiet but strong support 
to the church, and in particular, lent his vocal tal-
ents to the pop up choir for as long as he was 
able. 

Marion Black, well we can all give thanks that 
she got her desire to live to 100 and look back on 
a life well lived, and loved as part of our church 
family. 

As John Donne would have it 
“No man is an island, entire of itself….every 

man’s death diminishes me”. 
We are diminished as a church family by our 

loss of these members, but we were enriched by 
their presence while they were with us all Sunday 
by Sunday. 

 
Yet again, Covid raised its ugly head during 

Murdo’s absence and Chris Gordon, who was to 
have preached one Sunday, succumbed to the vi-
rus and was unable to preach on the day. Eric 
stepped in, kindly returning early from his holiday 
in order to do so, and we were delighted that 
Chris recovered and was able to preach at a later 
date instead! 

 

 
On Sunday 5th June, we were delighted not 

only to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, 
but to admit Ian Mills to our Kirk Session.  Having 
retired in 2000 from the post of Director of Educa-
tion and Leisure for EDC, Ian has been involved as 
board member, board chairman and even manag-
er of several projects and organisations linked to 
his love of, and gifting in, music. His beautiful 
voice has been so appreciated in the church choir, 
both before covid and in pop up choral recordings 
during covid itself. 

It goes without saying that his family are a vi-
tal part of all he does and says, and his Christian 
Faith underpins every aspect of his life. 

His admittance here as elder follows on from 
his ordination as elder in 1983 in Kirkton Church 
Carluke.  

 

Ian Mills, admitted to the Kirk Session on 5h 

June 
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Flower Ministry  Christine Cresswell 
A big thank you to all the ladies who put their names on the Flower Board. Many thanks to you for ar-
ranging the flowers, for clearing up after the morning service, and for delivering them. 

Also, thank you to the many people who have donated so generously. 

Thank you Norma, for providing the tubs of flowers at the front door. They provide a bright welcome as 
we come into church. 

Not Just for Sunday Lynne James 
On 24th June we were able to offer our Kirk 

Roms outdoors area to  the Ultra X Tribal Relay 
Across Scotland. We hosted a staging post for run-
ners and their back-up teams as they ran the John 
Muir Way. This is the second time we have wel-
comed the team behind the event.. so we must have 
done something right the first time! To be honest, 
the teams are so easily catered for: a gazebo in the 
Kirk Rooms car park and parking spots for support 
teams..and two portaloos!  More or less everything 
arrived at about 4 p.m. and everything had vanished 
by the next morning! 

 
On Tuesday 16th July, however, there was a 

great deal more going on in and around the church! 
A company filming for a BBC Alba production 

had asked to use the church for a part of a Gaelic 
comedy sketch show. They had also asked if there 
were choir members they could call upon—about 
twenty in all. Sadly we couldn’t get enough names 
together just from the congregation despite Tama-
ra’s best efforts, and so she had the bright idea to 
ask The Crooners!  There followed an extremely ear-
ly start (7.45 a.m!) and a lesson in the art of…
standing/ sitting around a lot! 

The crew were delighted with the church and 
left full of praise for the welcome they had received. 

The two photos below show .. the instruction 
“look like you are at a funeral” and “ look like you 
usually do”! Hope you can tell which is which! 

As Babs Fleming of the Crooners  wrote after 
the experience: 

 “Thank you so much to the Crooners who 
gave up their time, and very possibly their pa-
tience, to take part this morning. At the very 
least, during countless takes, I think we all 
found it interesting watching how these TV skits 
are put together and filmed. Aside from the ac-
tors there were countless others working behind 
the scenes...directors, producers, lighting, 
sound, hair and makeup, props, runners, all 
quite fascinating to watch”.  
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Alpha Film Series Nancy Sharp 
It is now almost 3 years (pre Covid!) since we 

started our last Alpha course which was well attend-
ed, helpful to us all and enjoyed by everyone.   The 
Mission and Discipleship Group are hoping to host 
another Alpha Group starting in mid-September.  
The course is suitable for anyone who is at the be-
ginning of their Christian life or just wanting to know 
what it is all about. However, we have found it is 
relevant and helpful to all of us at whatever stage in 
our Christian walk we find ourselves. 

The course is a series of interactive sessions 
that explore the basics of the Christian life in a very 
comfortable and informal environment.  Each even-
ing there is a short video covering topics such as ‘Is 
there more to life than this?’, ‘Who is Jesus?’, ‘How 
can I have faith?’, ‘Why and how do I pray?’.  After 
watching the video there will be some discussion 
which we hope everyone will feel free to take part 
in, but there is no pressure to do so.  Just come and 

enjoy our company and chat with us over a cup 
of tea!  

If you would like to join us or need any 
further information, please speak to Jane Young 
(770574) or Nancy Sharp (770149). 

Gift Day and Harvest Thanksgiving 
We will be holding our annual Gift Day on Sunday 16th October, where we invite financial gifts for the 

work of our church.  If you are able, please bring Gift Day offerings to the Sunday Service on16th in an 

envelope marked ‘Gift Day’ - if you donate with Gift Aid, please put your name inside the envelope also 

to allow us to claim Gift Aid on your offering (if you have not yet signed up for Gift Aid, forms are 

available from the church).  If you are unable to join us on 16th October, Gift Day donations will be 

welcome on subsequent Sundays.  If you would like to pay directly by BACS, please put ‘Gift Day’ in 

the Reference, or speak to Jean Strachan, our treasurer, to arrange this.   

For Harvest Thanksgiving, we would be delighted to receive donations of food for Start Up Stirling who 

help those facing financial hardship throughout Stirling district.  If we hear of any particular food items 

which are most needed by the charity we will intimate this in advance of the service—however, all food 

items with a long shelf-life are most welcome.  Please bring donations to our service on 16th October, 

or place items in the designated boxes in the porch of the Kirk Rooms during the first two weeks of Oc-

tober.  

Guild 
Please come and join us on a Monday afternoon to hear some interesting speakers, enjoy a cup of tea 

and friends to chat to. Everyone welcome. 

 

The first session is as follows. 

Monday 3rd at 2pm:    Atti Van Wyk  The new minister at the Park Church (formally St. Colum-

     bus) who through music came to Ministry.  He will also play for us. 

Subsequent Guild sessions scheduled for this year are: 

Monday 17th October:  In house knitting poppies for Remembrance Day. 

Monday 31st. October:   Mark Druary a jeweller who makes jewellery from silver spoons. 

Monday 14th November:  A guild project. Chas. 

Monday 28th November :  Village of hope - The Vine Trust. 

Monday 12th December:  Christmas meal.  
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Self Directed Support 
Patsy Fischbacher has shared with us this information about Self Directed Support in Forth Valley, sug-

gesting that this may be useful for members of our congregation, or perhaps you could pass it on to 

people you know, or hear of, in our community. 
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Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal for 

Ukraine Margaret McIntyre 

I do hope everyone has shoe boxes piled high ready to wrap and fill for Christ-
mas.  I shop all year round for fillers, by adding a few items to your shopping list from now on you will be 
prepared in advance. 

Toiletries eg. Soap, shower gel, shampoo, deodorant, body cream, tooth
 brush, toothpaste, tissues.  

Hair brush, comb, pen, notebook, 
Hat,scarf & gloves, socks, tights, underwear. 
Sweets wrapped, please buy in October, NO chocolate. 
Household candles, torch, mens tools, screwdrivers, pliers, tape meas 

 ure,etc 
There is always a shortage for men's, youth's and boy's boxes. 
I will be handing out full information soon (just try to dodge me) 
If wrapping frustrates you, come to the guild for a demo. !!! 
Thank you  Margaret  01360 770 356 

There are filler ideas on the Blythswood website.  
https://blythswood.org/shoeboxappeal/ 
They ask that, if possible, each box contains a 
toothbrush and toothpaste, soap, sweets, 
toy/gift, scarf, gloves and hat and some item 
of underwear.   
 
There are also easy knitting patterns if you would 
like to hand knit a scarf, hat and gloves for your 
box:  https://blythswood.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/08/Knitting-patterns-for-Shoe-Box-
Appeal-2022.pdf 

 
 

 
 

https://blythswood.org/shoeboxappeal/
https://blythswood.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Knitting-patterns-for-Shoe-Box-Appeal-2022.pdf
https://blythswood.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Knitting-patterns-for-Shoe-Box-Appeal-2022.pdf
https://blythswood.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Knitting-patterns-for-Shoe-Box-Appeal-2022.pdf
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Sunday 28th August:   Messy Church 3pm-6pm, Kirk Rooms 

 

Sunday 11th September:    Communion Sunday 

 

Saturday 17th September:  Guild Coffee Morning and display of fine  

       Embroideries by the late Marion Tyson (see p7)  

 

Sunday 18th September:    Missionaries Kirsty and James will take part in our  

       service, followed by a lunch in the Kirk Rooms 

 

Monday 3rd October:   Guild, 2pm Kirk Rooms (Atti Van Wyk)     

 

Sunday 16th October:       Gift Day and Harvest Thanksgiving Service (see p5) 

 

Monday 17th October:  Guild, 2pm Kirk Rooms (in house: knitting poppies) 

 

Sunday 13th November:  Remembrance Sunday (war memorial and church) 

 

Monday 14th November:  Guild, 2pm Kirk Rooms (Chas) 

 

Monday 28th November:  Guild, 2pm Kirk Rooms (The Vine Trust) 

 

Every Sunday:     Morning worship at 11am; tea and coffee are  

      served after the service 

             Sunday Club for children in the Kirk Rooms at 11am 

 

Every Wednesday:     Bible study at 11am (currently on Zoom),  

       Lynne James 

      Prayer meeting at 7pm, Kirk Rooms 

 

Every Thursday:   Cuppa Time 2pm-4pm, Kirk Rooms 

      Bible Study at 7pm, Wylma Dunbar   

Dates for your Diary 
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POEM by Deanne Laura Gilbert and contributed by Christine Cresswell 
  
Through God, All Things Are Possible 
  
It is God who enables us to see the light through the darkness; 
To cope with our frustrations when we feel like giving up; 
To believe in ourselves even when no one else does; 
To smile through our tears. 
  
It is God who offers shelter through all of life’s storms; 
Who carries us when our burdens are too great; 
Who sustains us in our darkest moments; 
Who heals us when our spirits are wounded. 
  
God is our strength in times of weakness, 
Our joy in times of sorrow, 
Our peace in times of unrest. 
  
God’s love is ever constant, 
And He is with us each day of our lives. 
  
(Deanne Laura Gilbert) 

It is the sign of a truly busy afternoon that there are no 
photographs to show in Cornerstone of the Circus Fun After-
noon we held at the beginning of August..well that’s my sto-
ry and I am sticking to it!  19 children came to the afternoon, 
and were treated to an afternoon of circus skills, crafts, 
games and general mayhem, rounded off by a culinary mas-
terpiece of a bbq!  Gordon Roy, or Dumbbell as he is know 
when in clown outfit (he chose the name not me!) led two 
separate sessions of circus skills and a brilliant team of 
church volunteers rolled up their sleeves and got stuck in 
alongside the kids..even taking part in a frankly bemusing 
“wide game” with great forebearance (I told you all it would 
work out in the end!) There was a real feeling of fellowship 

Youth Work Lynne James within the team and , as Murdo said before the children 
arrived, this was not just an afternoon of fun, there was a 
real chance to connect with the children and spread the 
Good News message of God’s love for each one of them.  As 
Gordon says, the story of Peter is a gift for a clown to tell 
and the children listened entranced as he acted out Peter 
the fisherman and Peter friend of Jesus..all in full clown gear 
and balanced on a rollerboard!! 

The young people at Sunday Club have continued to 
attend all through Summer when not on actual holiday and 
they are a constant source of joy to be with each Sunday. 

We are welcoming back Messy Church on 28th August 
for the first time since covid and we would ask for your pray-
ers for this event and for the continued outreach this pro-
vides. Anyone who would liketo find out more or volunteer 
to help is most welcome. 

Cuppa Time Georgina Marshall 
I am pleased to report that Cuppa Time has been going from strength to strength over the last 

few weeks, as more people come along to join us for friendship and fellowship.  
We would be very grateful if more people would come along to share their talents with us. Special 
thanks to Guyda Sharp and Sandra Hosie who have supported Emily and me every week .  

Saying Goodbye Services  
Saying Goodbye (part of the Mariposa Trust) are holding four baby loss remembrance services 

in Scotland.  The trust supports people who have lost babies at any stage of pregnancy, at birth, or in 
infancy.  The Saying Goodbye services offer people  the opportunity to join together and remember 
the children they have lost.  The services are: 

11th September, 3pm Dunblane Cathedral 
14th September, 7.30pm St Andrew’s Cathedral, Inverness 
17th September 11am Glasgow Cathedral, Glasgow 
17th September 6pm St Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh 
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Missionary News  Wednesday Prayer Group 
Yvonne Mildred:  In the last edition Yvonne was 
waiting on farmers from Zimbabwe to train the 
team.   It was an amazing time.  Twenty-two farm-
ers all working together, enjoying one another, 
laughing and asking expert questions of one anoth-
er.  People decided to give their farming work to 
God, and not worship anything other than God – no 
dedication to other spiritual powers.    You can see 
from the photograph their hard work planting is 
completed.     

 
 
The work on the food processing unit has now 
started with the foundations going in for 3 
rooms: food preparation, packing, storing.  The 
deep foundations are of sand!                                                            

Catherine is currently at home in Glas-
gow.  She plans to be here with her family 
for this year at least and maybe longer. 
She is still a member of the team in Spain 
but she is able to work from home keeping in 
touch by video link. She is currently focussed 
on getting a website up and running which 
will allow Spanish speakers  to find out more 
about Jesus. 
There is a website already set up and 
the  author is happy for it to be translated 
into Spanish.  Catherine is also able to visit 
Spain for short visits and is able to contact 
former students.  

James and Kirsty are getting used to the 
transition from Hong Kong to Edinburgh.  
Deborah and Susanna have come through a 
dose of COVID and have begun to experience 
life in a Scottish school and are delighted to 
welcome into the family a new member, Brie, 
a year-old cocker spaniel.   James and Kirsty 

are preparing for many visits ahead to a vari-
ety of meetings and to churches, including 
Strathblane Parish Church on 18th Septem-
ber when we shall hear from them in person.   

Carolyn Kemp has 
enjoyed a good break 
from work during 
which she has had lei-
sure to relax with 
friends, painting and 
wildlife photography.  
Now she is taking up 
again the reins of the 
widespread Diaspora 
work for some more 
months before passing 
onto James and Kirsty 
who will shoulder the 
concern for the wellbeing of the (mainly) 
young people who have become Christians 
during their studies abroad and then return 
to their homelands in southeast Asia where 
Christian life is far from easy.   

In Japan, it has been a hot summer - very hot, 
and they have had their biggest wave of COVID 
infections.  Lorna Ferguson has been busy 
standing in for absent colleagues, trouble-
shooting with problems that have arisen and 
helping with the very welcome number of new-
comers to the missionary team, as they settle in 
to the language and culture and climate and peo-
ple…. She continues her weekly devotional input 
to her own church and keeps track of Calum and 
Alistair as they progress through university/
football in USA and Japan.   
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The Feeding Programme: Lots has been hap-

pening both here and in Malawi. Unfortunately, the 
currency in Malawi has been devalued and costs are 
rising all the time. Children are hungry and we are 
continuing to support The Feeding Programme to 
feed 500+ children a nutritious and substantial 
meal once a week. There are no big agencies feed-
ing children in school in the far north of Malawi. 
Please pray that we can continue supporting The 
Feeding Programme. We are looking for people to 
commit to supporting this project with a monthly 
donation. Some children are walking 20km for their 
one proper meal of the week. 

 
The School Literacy Project: We have been 

collecting preloved books for the library at The 
Foundation and to gift to primary schools local to 
the Foundation. Chambo Primary School has al-

ready had 17 boxes of books and more boxes of 
books are on the container for other schools. Levi-
son is a qualified teacher and I am an Early Years 
Educator, so literacy is very important to us. 
Through this project we want to raise literacy levels 
in rural Northern Malawi. How can children learn to 
read if they don’t have books to practice reading? 
Levison was invited to a meeting in Mzuzu of a 
‘Regional Consultation on The National Book and 
Reading Policy in Malawi’ by the Department of Ed-
ucation. This was a great honour for him to be in-
vited but he was also asked to speak about the Lit-
eracy Project both in schools and Emma’s Rainbow 
Library at the Foundation. We are very proud and 
thankful that he was given this opportunity to raise 
the profile of the wonderful work he and his team 
are doing to help their community and beyond. 

 
A New Secondary School: Young people only 

get to go to secondary school if they have passed 
their primary school leavers exams and also if they 
can pay the fees for secondary school. However, 
the nearest secondary school is too far to walk to 
so children have to board which makes it even 
more expensive. Also, their families rely on them to 
help with chores so for a lot of children it would be 
far better to have a secondary school in the village. 
There are not enough spaces currently available in 
secondary schools and last year eleven of our spon-

sored children didn’t get picked for a place at second-
ary school. So, despite having passed their primary 
school leavers exams, and having the money for fees, 
they weren’t chosen to go to secondary school and 
have had to resit their last year in primary school 
again…it’s heart breaking for them when they’ve been 
through so much already and they are trying their 
best to succeed. The odds are very much stacked 
against them. We are trying our best to change their 
lives for the better. 

We are fundraising to build a secondary school 
that will be in the village that The Foundation is in. It 
will be free of charge and for the most vulnerable 
young people. We will have to build the school in 
phases, adding to it year on year. Initially, we hope 
to build four classrooms, latrines and accommodation 
for teachers. This project is huge for a small charity 
like ours, but it is necessary for the vulnerable chil-
dren and education is their way out of the dire pov-
erty they are living in. Please help us cover this pro-
ject in prayer. For the fundraiser we are covering the 
kilometres that boxes of aid travel from here to The 
Foundation…over 13,000km. So far we have got to 
just over 20% of the total kilometres. Anyone can 
join in and donate their kilometres from walking the 
dog, walking round the supermarket, running or cy-
cling or anything else! We also need people to donate 
£££ to show their support and to help us give the gift 
of education.  

Traci Leven has committed to walk 700km during 
July and August…she has been sending regular up-
dates for the website and is doing an amazing job. 
Recently she walked 30km from Torrance to the Fal-
kirk Wheel raising funds and awareness for our school 
project. We are so grateful for her efforts and for 
everyone else who is donating kilometres. Some of 
the young people in Malawi were keen to join in too 
and did a 4km run…totalling 320km! Levison told me 
he did the run too but there are no photos of him so 
perhaps he will have to do it again with photos this 
time!  

There is more information on our website and Fa-
cebook page about this project. 70,000 bricks have 
already been made by local people and kilns are be-
ing made to fire the bricks (see back page). This has 
provided employment opportunities for local people 
and the young people that are supported by The 
Foundation are helping too. We would be so grateful 

A visit from a Malawian author who donated a copy of 

his book to Emma’s Rainbow Library. 

Traci after her 30km walk from Torrance to The Fal-

kirk Wheel to raise money for the school; Some of 

the young people who took part in a 4km run to add 

their km to our total. 
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for prayers and financial support with this pro-
ject. My email address is: 

 contact_us@changinglivesmalawi.com  and 
our website is www.changinglivesmalawi.com 
If anyone would like to make a donation, 
cheques can be made to ‘Changing Lives Mala-
wi’ or our bank details are Changing Lives Ma-

lawi, Bank of Scotland, s/c 80-22-60, a/c 
19252165. We also have a fundraising page 
https://gofund.me/44a92444. My phone num-
ber is 07985315007. Your continued support is 
very important to us and we are so grateful. 
Every blessing, Sarah Black, Trustee, Changing 
Lives Malawi.  

Recently, my wife Margaret and I experi-
enced a situation which will be familiar to many 
readers. We lost a gardening tool! Nothing pre-
cious, just a favourite small fork used for weed-
ing. I scoured all the areas of the garden which 
had been weeded and even emptied the con-
tents of the brown bin in case the fork had fall-
en in – all to no avail. Inevitably, accusations of 
blame were traded as both of us denied any 
knowledge or responsibility.  Then, by chance, 
a few days later, the fork was spotted in an un-
usual place followed by the person responsible 
providing a good reason why it was put there 
and so all was well. Incidentally, 'it wisnae 
me!'. Had the garden fork remained lost, it 
would not have been a disaster, but it led me to 
consider the anxiety and distress which can be 
experienced when an important item goes miss-
ing, in particular one with sentimental value, 
and worst of all when a child disappears in a 
crowded shopping mall or pleasure beach. 

This prompted me to recall an experience a 
few years ago when we were on holiday at a 
beach resort abroad. One day while sitting near 
the waters' edge, we were aware of a young 
couple making their way towards the sea. Noth-
ing unusual in that, except the man clearly had 
serious physical difficulties and was in a wheel-
chair which the woman was pushing. She then 
helped him from the wheelchair into a shallow 
stretch of water where they paddled around. 
We took no further notice until we realised the 
man had returned to his chair but in an agitated 
state. The woman was back in the water obvi-
ously looking for something. Whilst a few others 
joined in the search, I stayed put out of concern 
that more footsteps would lead to a greater de-
gree of turbulence in the sand. Once the initial 
search group had gone having had no success, 
I decided to offer support as the woman was 
still pacing back and forward. She explained 
that her husband's wedding ring had slipped 
from his finger into the sea. I could then well 
understand their anxiety. After several minutes, 
my eye was attracted to something glinting in 
the sun and sure enough there was the ring 
nestling below some pebbles. You can imagine 
their joy and relief at the ring being returned – 
I even found myself being caught up in the 
emotion of the moment. 

The Bible contains several references on the 
theme 'lost and found'. Some of the best known 
are the parables taught by Jesus. In the para-

bles of the Lost Sheep and the Lost Coin, we 
read of the celebrations when the shepherd 
and the woman find the sheep and coin re-
spectively.  Jesus likens this to the joy which 
God displays when a lost soul is found. In the 
parable of the Lost (Prodigal) Son, we read of 
the father's forgiveness on the return of his 
son. Jesus likens this to God's love and for-
giveness when a lost soul repents. 

A more current 'lost and found' issue facing 
the church today is in responding to the con-
tinuing impact of 'lost membership'. At the 
2021 General Assembly of the Church of Scot-
land, Presbyteries were instructed to prepare 
an updated Presbytery Mission Plan to be sub-
mitted by the end of 2022. Guidance was giv-
en on the format of the Plan in terms of ad-
dressing how the national church could oper-
ate in the context of a smaller number of or-
dained Ministers, falling membership and a 
reduced number of Church buildings. At the 
2022 Strathblane Church Business meeting, 
Murdo outlined a possible future scenario for 
the existing Parishes in the Strathendrick area. 
Whilst many of our normal church activities  
have resumed, it is the case that the pandemic 
has also had an impact on attendance, as a 
number of people remain cautious about join-
ing group events, although a few have taken 
up the opportunity of accessing the recordings 
of services which are available. But whilst we 
can analyse the data on 'lost membership' and 
reflect on some of the reasons for this related 
to changing lifestyles, social habits etc, the 
challenge remains as to how those 'lost mem-
bers' can be 'found' and encouraged to resume 
or indeed begin an involvement in the life of 
the church. As in the case of my examples 
earlier and the parables of Jesus, we look for-
ward to sharing in the joy when they are 
'found'. 

mailto:contact_us@changinglivesmalawi.com
http://www.changinglivesmalawi.com
https://gofund.me/44a92444
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For the first 7months of 2022 and 2021 our giving may be compared as follows: 

 
 
As mentioned in previous Cornerstones, there is a general downward trend in giving when we compare 
the figures over the past few years.  We are very fortunate, therefore, to have received legacies this 
year. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has continued to support the Church and help pay the costs of maintaining 
the ministry here in Strathblane. 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE 

FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE 

WINTER EDITION OF CORNER-

STONE IS SATURDAY 19th NO-

VEMBER 

£ £ £ %

Non Gift Aid Envelopes 643 595 48             8.07         

Gift Aid 25,369 26,427 (1,058)     (4.00)       

Open Plate 1,600 935 665          71.12      

27,612 27,957 (345)        (1.23)       

Other Donations 1,048 1,868 (820)        

Weddings/Funerals 934 450 484          

Legacies 15,972 0 15,972    

Total 45,566 30,275 15,291    

Murdo shared with us this poem by Charlotte Sin-

clair: 

“I’M VERY WELL THANK YOU!”  
There is nothing the matter with me! 

I’m as healthy as I can be.  
I have arthritis in both my knees  

And when I talk – I talk with a wheeze.  
My pulse is weak and my blood is thin,  

But – I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in!  
Arch supports I have for my feet  
Or I couldn’t go out in the street.  

Sleep is denied me night after night,  
But every morning I find I’m alright.  

My memory is failing, my head’s in a spin,  
But – I’m awfully well for the shape I’m in!  

The moral of this – as my tale I unfold  
That for you and me who are getting old  
It’s better to say “I’m Fine” with a grin  

Than to let folks know the shape we are in.  
How do I know that my youth is all spent?  

Well – my get up and go has got up and went.  
But I really don’t mind when I think, with a grin,  

Of all the great places my get up has bin!  
Old age is golden, I’ve heard it said  

But sometimes I wonder as I get into bed  
With my ears in a drawer, my teeth in a cup  

My specs on a table until I get up.  
‘Ere sleep overtakes me I say to myself,  

“Is there anything else I could lay on the shelf? 
When I was young my slippers were red  

I could kick my heels right over my head.  
When I was older my slippers were blue  

But still I could dance the whole night through.  
Now I am old my slippers are black  

I walk to the shops and puff my way back.  
I get up each morning and dust of my wits  
And pick up the paper and read the “obits”,  

If my name is missing you know I’m not dead  
And so I have breakfast and go back to bed!  
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Minister 

Rev Murdo Campbell  

01360 770226  MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Session Clerk 

Mrs Lynne James  

07796 871607 lynnej1257@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Mrs Jean Strachan 

01360 770143   fastra@aol.com  

 

Church Office and Cornerstone 

Traci Leven, church administrator/Cornerstone editor 

Office:  01360 770484  Personal:  07939 898722   strathblanekirk@gmail.com 

(office phone usually manned on Friday mornings only, email usually available 

7 days per week) 

 

Church Website 

The church website is www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com.   

 

Dial-A-Sermon 

To hear the latest sermon recording, call 01360 606060 

Facebook  

Like or follow our page ‘Strathblane Parish 

Church’  (www.facebook.com/StrathblaneKirk) to see news and 

updates. 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter @Strathblanekirk 

YouTube 

Our YouTube channel is called ‘Strathblane Church’ - you can see 

all our previous online services and Sunday Club videos there from 

when the church was in lockdown.  Subscribe to our channel to be 

notified of any new posts. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWyTLcF0GRILUbpDpCbNnw 

mailto:MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:lynnej1257@gmail.com
mailto:fastra@aol.com
mailto:strathblanekirk@gmail.com
http://www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/StrathblaneKirk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWyTLcF0GRILUbpDpCbNnw


  

 

More photographs from Changing Lives Malawi (see page  8) 

One of the kilns being made 

to fire the bricks that have 

been made by hand. Once 

completed, the kiln will be 

covered in a layer of mud. 

Fires will be set in the gaps 

that have been left. 

70,000 bricks have been 

made so far. 

Boxes of books gifted to 

Chambo Primary School as 

part of the School literacy 

Project. 

The festive red white and blue floral arrange-

ments for the Platinum Jubilee Service on 5th 

June, courtesy of Christine, Nancy and Sarah 


