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Every good and perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the 
Father of the heavenly lights, who 
does not change like shifting shad-
ows. James 1: 17 

 
Summer will soon be here, win-

ter and spring are giving way to 
new life. We all experience change 
in our lives and we need God to 
help us get through whatever 
changes come our way. Change 
often seems threatening to us—
whether it is encountered by a 
child who moves from primary 
school where he has been the big 
chief to go to a high school where 
older children intimidate the new 
arrivals, or the aged pensioner who 
has to leave the home where she 
has lived for 80 years to take up 
residence in a care home. 

There is one, however, who nev-
er changes. The Bible tells us that 
God is unchanging. If you are 
God’s child, that thought should 
bring great comfort to your heart.  

No one would deny the fact that 
our generation has witnessed more 
changes than any other genera-
tion.  Ask your grandfather about 
the world he grew up in, about the 
medicines which were available in 
his childhood, about the length of 
time it took to go somewhere or do 
something. 

We change too—so very quickly. 
We meet an old school friend he 
does not recognise us and we do 
not recognise him. The hair is grey 
the eyes are dim, the vigour and 
pace of youth has given way to a 
slower pace. 

We all change. The beauty of 
youth yields to the aging of the 

years. Seasons change, nations rise 
and fall, and men rise to power and 
fall aside. The war in Ukraine reminds 
us that wars may come closer to 
home than we would want or expect, 
yet throughout all the change we ex-
perience God remains the same. 

God himself said, “I the Lord do 

not change” (Malachi 3:6). The Bible 
says God is the Father of lights, who 
does not change like shifting shadows 
(James 1:17). This means God will 
never be less than he is now, or ever 
be different from what he has already 
revealed himself to be in the past. 
We can take comfort from the 
thought that  

God is forever: just, all-knowing, 
all-powerful, ever present, holy, 
faithful and loving. 

 
In an old hymn, written by Thomas 

Chisholm, there is a line which goes, 
“Thou changest not, thy compas-
sions, they fail not; as thou hast been 
thou forever wilt be.” 

As A. W. Tozer wrote, “God never 
changes moods or cools off in his af-
fections or loses enthusiasm.  His at-
titude toward sin is now the same as 
it was when he drove out the sinful 
man from the eastward garden, and 

Continued Page 2 
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Church Family   

Welcomed to our family: 

Admitted by certificate of disjunction from the Presbyterian Church in Ire-

land:  

Mr Norman Bates    8th April 2022 

Mrs Dorothy Bates    8th April 2022 

 

Funeral:   

Mr James Harvey    12th March 2022 

Wedding: 

Lewis Campbell and Emma Clark  26th March 2022 

“Now the dwelling place of God is with men, and He will live with them and be their God”    

Rev 21:3 

his attitude toward the sinner the same as 
when he stretched forth his hand and cried, 
‘Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest’” 

Continued from front page 
No wonder the songwriter, Henry Lyte, 

wrote, “Change and decay in all around I see; 
O, Thou who changest not, abide with me.”  

Remember, whatever change you, a loved 
one or our world is going through we can all 
say “O, Thou who changest not, abide with 
me.” 

Thank God, he never changes. 
Murdo 

“Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate”   Mark  10:9 

Thank you to all the helpers and well wishers on the day. 



Since the last Cornerstone in March we have en-
joyed some spells of sunny Spring weather and no 
doubt many of you are planning your Summer Holi-
days in the months ahead. 

Plans are also very much in the forefront for the six 
churches that make up the Strathendrick grouping, 
namely  Strathblane, Killearn, Drymen and Buchanan 
and Balfron and Fintry churches. 

At the ABM on 20th March, Murdo gave a report on 
the background of the Presbytery Mission Plan and 
how it would affect our local churches. 

The Presbytery Mission Plan has continued its 
meetings and deliberations and a final, day long  con-
sultation meeting for Stirling Presbytery churches is 
planned for 25th June. A report will be brought back 
to the Kirk Session here and after reflection on the 
draft proposals we will submit any further comments 
we may have by 15th August. 

After consultation with all the churches in our 
grouping, it does look as if Strathblane and Killearn 
will work closely together, moving towards one full 
time minister within the next five years. 

 Balfron and Fintry and Drymen and Buchanan will 
share a full time minister in the future if this proves to 
be the final decision of the Presbytery Mission Plan Ad 
Hoc committee. One Ordained Local Minister will also 
work across the whole grouping. 

 There are still stages to go through and the whole 
plan remains reviewable each year, but we hope that 
this helps keep everyone up to date with the plans so 
far. If there are any questions you would like to ask 
about all this, do feel free to email me and I will try to 
get you some answers as best I can on behalf of the 
Session. 

The hope of all those involved in this consultation 
and planning is that the final plan will allow congrega-
tions to share resources, support one another and 
perhaps explore the idea of a team ministry at some 
point. 

During Easter Week we saw a shining example of 
this form of collaboration as three churches hosted 
three joint services on Wednesday, Thursday and 
Good Friday. 

Session Report  Lynne James The church buildings were also audited in March 
and, thanks to the diligence of our Fabric Convenor 
all our necessary paperwork was in order and our 
buildings were, of course, noted as being extremely 
well maintained. 

You may already have seen in the Blane Valley 
Bulletin that, as a Session we have volunteered the 
idea that the Kirkrooms could be used by Ukranian 
Refugees as a social meeting place once a week 
should the need arise. Families who have fled the 
terrible conflict in their own homeland may well find 
solace meeting up with one another in the safety and 
comfort of the Kirkrooms, and perhaps we may be 
able to offer hospitality and fellowship as well in this 
informal setting. 

I am delighted to share two pieces of good news 
regarding Session Membership. 

Firstly, Dr Eric Livingstone has kindly agreed to be 
our Presbytery Elder. This is particularly poignant as 
Eric will be following in the footsteps of the late Don-
ald Peddie, his very close friend. We wish him well in 
this position and look forward to his reports back to 
us! 

Secondly, Ian Mills will be admitted as an Elder 
here in our Kirk Session on Sunday 5th June. As a 
Session we are delighted that he has agreed to take 
up an active Elder’s role 

Ian was ordained as an elder in 1983 at Kirkton 
Church Carluke and it will be a blessing to add his 
wisdom to the Session in days to come. 

As Covid restrictions are lifted more and more, we 
are delighted that an augmented team has been es-
tablished to continue providing tea and coffee at the 
end of Sunday service. How good it is to be able to 
share in this form of fellowship again after such a 
long absence.  

Mask wearing is now discretionary but we will 
keep the side pews socially distanced for the time 
being and encourage anyone throughout the church 
who feels safer and more comfortable wearing a 
mask to do so. Ventilation will continue to be 
through an open window in the gallery, and the front 
door will continue to remain open throughout the 
service. 
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Covid Rules… Oh no it doesn’t! Lynne James 
When Murdo and Lorraine finally managed to get away for a couple of 

well earned weeks' holiday after their son's wedding, Murdo had arranged 
for Ken Russell to stand in for him on the two Sundays he would be away. 

Unfortunately, first Ken's wife, and then Ken himself,  fell victim to 
covid. Ken in fact only testing positive on the first Sunday itself! 

Ken was able to video his sermons and send them along to Traci who, 
as ever came up trumps, and ably and seamlessly set them into each ser-
vice. 

As to the rest of the services..well, how graced we are, both by the gifts of the congregation, and by their 
willingness to step up to the plate and take part in worship.  Christine Cresswell,  Sylvia Armstrong, Sandra 
Ritchie and Jane Young all took a turn at the front leading the congregation in prayer which made the job of 
linking everything together at the front a very easy and simple task.  

Nancy Mackie was willing to be the guinea pig on AV on the first morning playing Ken's contribution and I 
am sure she was a bit nervous but she sailed through the morning! 

While both services were so enjoyable with only a "virtual" Ken..it would be very nice to welcome him 
again at a later date in person! 

Meanwhile, thank you so much to everyone who helped make the two services such a happy and blessed 
occasion.  

Rev Ken Russell (virtually!) 



 

Missionary News  Wednesday Prayer Group 
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Catherine has recently returned home to Glasgow as her mother is unwell.  While she is home she hopes to 
attend the UFM (Unevangelised Fields Mission) conference.  The team has received several encouragements 
recently.  One has been a former drug user who is now enthralled with Jesus.  One member of the team has 
loved and witnessed to him over several years. 
Catherine herself has been encouraged by a woman who absorbs God’s Word and stores it in her heart. 

James and Kirsty:  The month of May 
was busy with final meetings, good-byes, 
and the handover of China Muslim Minis-
tries to their successors who will also oc-
cupy their flat in Hong Kong.   
Fortunately, the pandemic situation im-
proved, permitting resumption of normal 
schooling and more normal living condi-
tions.  Now they will spend a few months 
of acclimatisation to Scotland once more 
and making contact with friends and sup-
porters.   
We look forward to their visit to our 
church on Sunday 18 September. 

Lorna Ferguson: “To be a Christian in Japan is to swim against the stream of the culture,” says Lorna.  
(Maybe also in U.K?).  Hence she has welcomed the lifting of border restrictions which has enabled new 
workers - at last - to enter the country, all of whom will need help to orientate to their new environment.  
And more of them are expected during the summer.   
The field leadership team are now reviewing their church planting strategy.   
Lorna was looking forward to an in-person conference for all missionaries on Honshu Island, the first in four 
years.   

Farewell to Hong Kong 

The girls, back at school 

and in their new glasses 

Yvonne Mildred  continues to teach ‘God’s Word, Work and 
Trade’ weekly at the Bible Training Centre in Chiana, Ghana. 
She is seeking to certify all the students as ‘Work is Worship’ 
Trainers.  Coming from more remote places than Sandema, 
they can share the teaching with their communities in places 
she struggles to access; as many routes in remote areas are 
motorcycle dirt tracks and seasonal – only passable in the dry 
season.  If successful, the training will be shared far beyond 
what Yvonne and her small team can do.   
 
At the local farm in Sandema where Yvonne works with another 
small team, she is waiting for a visit from successful farmers 
from Zimbabwe, to train the farm manager and the ladies.   
The aim is to provide income for widows through employment; 
trial ‘Farming God’s Way’ in place of traditional farming practic-
es, and develop food products that can add value to sales, ra-
ther than simply selling crops; all pursued in ways that demon-
strate work is part of worshipping God Almighty. 

The Japanese theme continues with Carolyn Kemp’s diaspora work: her team already works with Japanese 
students and working-holiday visitors in Australia, while in Japan itself there are plans to begin a ministry 
among the Vietnamese. 
Carolyn’s travel itinerary is regaining momentum with a trip to Germany in May for five days of meet-
ings.  For relaxation this spring she is enjoying a “web-cam” which relays live activity from an osprey nest at 
Loch Arkaig to her computer screen at home.   

 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach 

the gospel to all creation”.  Mark 16: 15 
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Visiting Churches Ian Mills 
In a previous Cornerstone article, I indicated that 

one of the things I enjoy when visiting different loca-
tions on holiday is the simple pleasure of 'people 
watching'. Although the incidence of COVID is still 
very much with us, there now appears to be an in-
crease in the level of travel which people are under-
taking – either at home or abroad – and so this sum-
mer may see more of us heading away for a break. 
Another favourite pursuit when on holiday is to visit 
church buildings and churchyards. I am sure whilst 
there will be many in the congregation who share 
this interest, it is the case that a number of people 
who may not be regular churchgoers are attracted to 
visit places of worship. 

Many poets, writers and artists have been in-
spired by the architecture and spirituality of church 
buildings and churchyards, albeit in some instances 
to illustrate a negative attitude towards religion. 
Many will recall from school days the opening lines 
of Thomas Gray's 'Elegy written in a country church-
yard' (1751): 

 
 'The curfew tolls the knell of parting day, 
The lowly herd wind slowly o'er the lea, 
The plowman homeward plods his weary way, 
And leaves the world to darkness and to me'. 
 
One of the main themes of the poem is glorifying 

the 'common man' by pointing out that in death, 
there is no difference between the poor and the 
wealthy. The village graveyard setting highlights the 
fact that death is unavoidable and despite the simple 
gravestones, the people buried there still deserve 
the same respect as the more privileged classes who 
will probably be laid to rest in grander surroundings 
elsewhere. 

In his poem 'Diary of a Church Mouse' (1961), 
John Betjeman writes from the satirical perspective 
of a mouse who lives in the church throughout the 
year. Whilst the Harvest Festival is the annual high-
light for the mouse as there is an abundance of food, 
other mice appear only at this time to take ad-
vantage of the feast. They are compared to those 
humans who have 'selective attendance' at church 
and only appear on specific occasions and for their 
own needs. 

 
'But all the same its strange to me 
How very full the church can be 
With people I don't see at all 
Except at Harvest Festival' 
 
Philip Larkin's poem 'Church Going' (1954) has 

been the subject of much literary analysis. The pun 
in the title highlights the difference between 'going' 
as in attending church to worship, and 'going' in the 
fact that the number of church buildings in use and 
the size of congregations is in decline. In the poem, 
the narrator relates his personal (sceptical) experi-
ences when visiting a church. There is a contradic-
tion in the fact that he does not see the purpose of 
churches and yet is still drawn to visit them. At the 
end of the poem, and despite his reservations about 

religion, faith etc, the narrator concedes that the 
church is; 

 
'A serious house on serious earth it is, 
In whose blent air all our compulsions meet, 
Are recognised and robed as destinies.' 
 
Now I am not suggesting that when we visit 

churches we will be motivated to write poetry or 
experience the range of emotions outlined above. 
But what goes through our mind when visiting a 
church? Our initial reaction could depend on the 
nature of the buildng, its size, location, rural or 
city, the denomination represented, the history of 
the area depicted in the building  etc. If visiting a 
large cathedral, once the sightseeing or tourist ex-
perience has passed and having admired the skill 
of the stonemasons and craftsmen, are we able to 
find a space to sit and reflect on something more 
spiritual and meaningful? Or, if we are in a small 
rural setting, does the simplicity of the church 
building in comparison to the scale and grandeur of 
the city cathedrals prompt different thoughts? 

The first verse of William Bullock's hymn hope-
fully conveys our emotions on visiting a church 
whether large or small, 

 
' We love the place, O God, 
wherein thine honour dwells; 
the joy of thine abode 
all earthly joy excels' 
 
But to conclude with a question. What church 

have you visited which has made the greatest im-
pression and why?  My mother in law often quoted 
a verse she read on a notice board in the tiny Mwnt 
Church in Wales and which made a lasting impres-
sion on her. 

 
'Whene'er I see a little church 
I stop and pay a visit, 
So when at last I'm carted in 
The Lord won't say 'Who is it'?' 
 
If we are planning a trip in the coming months, 

let us hope there will be an opportunity to 'pay a 
visit' to a church in a new or familiar location 
where we can experience 'the joy of thine abode'. 
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Marion Black at 100  
Marion’s Life Story—by her daughter, Tiki Wil-

son prepared for her birthday celebrations: 
 
Marion was born in Edinburgh, the 2nd daughter of 

John Balfour Crawford who rose to become Treasurer 
of the Bank of Scotland between 1942 and 1952, and 
his wife Nan. They subsequently had 2 sons and all 
four siblings reached their 90th birthday! 

Marion attended school in Edinburgh and then Park 
School in Glasgow where she met her beloved hus-
band Moreton when Park School girls were competing 
in a hockey match against Glasgow Academy boys! 
They became engaged in 1942 when Moreton sus-
pended his University studies in St Andrews to join 
the Seaforth Highlanders and fight the Campaign in 
North Africa. 

Their pet names for each other 
during courtship were “owl” and 
“pussycat” and indeed, both shared 
a love of the feline species all their 
married life! 

Marion joined the WRNS as a vis-
ual signaller in 1943 and served at 
West Hartlepool and Rosyth. She 
learned Morse Code which she can 
still demonstrate! 

Marion and Moreton married 
soon after war ended in 1945 and 
celebrated 63 years of a very happy 
and fulfilling life together. Their first 
year was spent in St Andrews when 
Moreton continued his studies, and 
he was the first returning student 
from the War to become a father 
when Rosemary was born in 1946! 

He graduated in Modern Lan-
guages and was appointed to a 
teaching role back at Glasgow Academy but during 
the post-war depression, they were encouraged to 
emigrate to Australia to join Marion’s brother who 
stayed there at the end of the War.  So Marion and 
Moreton and two children became Ten-Pound-Poms 
enjoying a 3-week voyage to Tasmania to begin a 
new life! 

They spent 3 years farming and teaching but de-
cided to return to their roots in Scotland after the 3rd 
child, Tiki, was born. Moreton was welcomed back to 
Glasgow Academy and eventually became Head of the 
Modern Languages Department. Marion supported 
him in his work and travels abroad – taking 42 groups 
of Glasgow Academy boys (and latterly including Ti-
ki’s friends from Westbourne School for Girls!) to Eu-

rope every Easter and summer holidays, to enhance 
language skills –and have a lot of fun and sun in the 
process! 

In retirement, they travelled further afield, visit-
ing Australia and Canada on several occasions. 

Moreton and Marion developed a reputation for 
generous hospitality, entertaining staff from the 
Academy and especially new colleagues. Their sum-
mer garden parties and Christmas gatherings at 
their home in Bearsden were legendary. This contin-
ued after retirement when they would open their 
home at Netherblane to neighbours and friends, and 
Marion would produce endless delicious baking. Into 
her 80’s, if not 90’s, she also baked for the Strath-
blane Guild which met every Monday evening and in 
addition, she organised a bric-a-brac sale table to 
raise funds for the Church. 

Marion and Moreton both loved tennis and were 
long - members of Thorn Park Tennis Club where 
Moreton was Chairman in the 1980’s. They also 

loved dancing—Scottish and ballroom - and 
displayed their prowess at the family gather-
ings at Crieff Hydro in the years following 
their Golden Wedding Anniversary. Marion 
was also an expert dressmaker, and loved to 
crochet. 
After Moreton’s death in 2009, Marion joined 
her family on several ocean cruises including 
the Mediterranean, Norway and the Caribbe-
an Islands. She loves sunshine and at the 
hint of a blue sky, would be outdoors basking 
in the warmth! 
She managed to remain in her lovely apart-
ment overlooking the loch in Blanefield, with 
support from Home is Best carers, until her 
100th year. However, after recurrent falls, it 
was felt that the time had come in March of 
this year, for her to receive full time care and 
she has now settled comfortably at Blanefield 
House Care Home, just along the road from 
her flat.  

Her 100th birthday party was  an opportunity for 
all branches of the immediate family to celebrate 
her remarkable life. She is a lovely lady – gracious 
and giving, appreciative and loving, and as a su-
preme home-maker, has given her family the most 
valuable gifts of selflessness and generosity, and 
the means for all generations to come together and-
keep in touch across the miles of physical separa-
tion. It is fitting that all her surviving 3 children, 8 
of her 11 grandchildren and all 8 great-
grandchildren were present for her birthday celebra-
tions! 

Marion is an example to us all and held in the 
highest regard by all those who have had the privi-
lege to know her. 

Marion served with the 

WRNS during the war 

Thank you so much for all the lovely cards and gifts you sent to Mum on her 100th birthday. The card signed by 
all the congregation was amazing!!  The flowers and chocolates from the Kirk and the Guild were very well re-
ceived and Mum was so touched to be remembered by so many of her church family .  We had a wonderful par-
ty at Blanefield House where the staff laid on a marvellous celebration with piper, cake, gifts and balloons. Mum 
loved it!   On Saturday we had 35+ family members attending a party at a friend's house in Balfron. A marvel-
lous gathering of the Clan as some had made the journey from America, Canada, and Australia!   thanks and 
love from Mum, to whom the church has been important all her life, to all those who remember her.  With our 
grateful thanks too!  Tiki, Rosie and Dougie   



From Isabel Brown, on behalf of The Guild: 
What can I say about Marion that has not been said from the family? 
Her church family adore Marion and the Guild is no exception.  I’m sure you have heard Martha’s table 

mentioned in Luke and John and we baptised our sales table at the Guild “Marion’s Table” and she looked af-
ter this for the Guild every fortnight,  set it up and sold all our trinkets  donated  from Guild members for us. 
She raised quite a substantial amount over the years that all went to charity. Her daughter Rosie was no ex-
ception to be a guest at our Guild when she came up to visit her mum, and Marion even had her donate some 
lovely crafts she had made and of course were all so appreciated. 

Our Guild outings and dinners were so loved by Marion when she would join in and be superb company to 
everyone. 

Sandra and I had the privilege of being with Marion last week and she cried a little with joy (we hope) at 
seeing us.  When we went over some photographs of the past outings etc. she was able to pick out quite a 
few of us which had Sandra and  I amazed. 

Marion and I go a long way back when she would make a lovely meal and Jim and I with others would par-
take in the most wonderful hospitality,  Moreton being a most prominent figure at the top of the table. 

As I write, our Spring Fayre is this week and Marion in her earlier years was always baking for us especially 
her pancakes which sold out very quickly. 

Marion will still be in my thoughts when I will be president for one year next year and I will silence every-
one with her lovely brass bell which she donated to me when I was last president. 

God bless you Marion you have given your all to God in service of the church and the Guild  and it’s won-
derful we can still visit you in Blanefield House.  Lots of love  Isabel( on behalf of Strathblane Guild). 
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New Church Office Computer Traci Leven 
Since I took over office admin 

duties in September 2020, I have 
been wrestling with the very old, 
very slow and unreliable PC.  It was 
mostly powered by prayer!  I had 
to do most computer-based work 
at home, and just used the office 
PC when I had to print, and it often 
took numerous attempts to power 
it up and get it talking to the print-
er.   

However, office duties have be-
come a breeze and a pleasure 
thanks to the very generous dona-
tion of a  new PC which Marjorie 
Peddie so kindly donated in 
memory of Donald.  I have taped the photographed dedication to the PC so that I smile and think of Donald 
each time I use  it.   

Our Easter Special was thoroughly enjoyed by all who came along, but we were a little disappointed at the 
numbers.  Perhaps this is due to COVID worries.  Special thanks to Caroline who stepped in at the last minute 
when Tamara had to cancel due to coronavirus.  We had some wonderful renditions of Scottish songs along 
with the usual hymns.   

We have welcomed a few new faces in the last couple of weeks and hope that some more people will come 
along and support us.  We intend to meet as usual every Thursday at 2pm during the summer months.  Every-
one is welcome to come along and join the fun and laughter. 

Cuppa Time Georgina Marshall 

Flower Ministry  Christine Cresswell 

Many thanks to all the ladies who have signed their names on the Flower Board, and arranged the flowers for 

each Sunday, and those who have gifted money for the flowers.  

Also I am grateful for the help in delivering them after the morning service. Many people have said how much 

they appreciate the flowers and a cheery word.  

As covered in pages 6-7, it was Marion Black’s 100th birthday on May 6th.  I was asked to deliver a bouquet of 
flowers and best wishes from the Church on this very special occasion. The staff were delighted, but unfortu-
nately I wasn’t able to see the birthday lady as she was having her hair done! We wish her many happy days. 
God bless you, Marion. 
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In my more relaxed moments I have sometimes 
toyed with the crazy idea of what it might be like 
to be a Saint. The thought perhaps stems from my 
youth when I was constantly told that I was ‘no 
saint’. Little did I know that Canonization was one 
day to become a partial reality for me! 

I had just been appointed project manager in 
charge of one of the largest demolition and site 
clearance projects ever undertaken in Scotland - 
that of the old St Enoch Station. In parallel with 
this job, I was one of the regular contributors to 
BBC Scotland’s live three minute religious slot 
Thought for the Day, broadcast each weekday dur-
ing the early morning news programme. Early one 
cold wet morning I was ensconced in Studio 4a at 
BBC Glasgow waiting for the green light to go on – 
the signal for me to deliver my carefully scripted 
Thought for the Day. Minutes before transmission 
the AA road report expert came and sat down op-
posite me, as he was to precede me in the running 
order. By way of casual chat, he asked if I was a 
‘Rev’. I said not, and put him in the picture saying 
that I was project managing the demolition and 
eventual rebuilding of the new St Enoch shopping 
complex and car park. 

While he was giving his road report my head-
phones sparked into life with the Newsroom pro-
ducer alerting me that they were going to come 
live to me in thirty seconds. At the same time, he 
dropped a bombshell by adding, “Blair, can you 
carve off forty seconds from your piece as we are 
running late?”. In broadcasting terms comments 
like that from the duty producer are not a request 
but a command! Sadly glancing at my carefully 
structured script I had no alternative but to carry 
out a high-speed cut and paste job, hoping that 
the resulting effort would still make sense to un-

Sainthood Blair Armstrong 
suspecting Radio Scotland listeners! 

During this short hiatus I had completely for-
gotten about my AA co-presenter who, to my 
horror was signaling to me that he was about to 
introduce me, so there was no possibility of gain-
ing a few seconds there. In my mind I was plan-
ning some off the cuff comments which might 
give me a few extra seconds to ensure that my 
‘thought’ still made sense. But worse was yet to 
come! The AA presenter started his introduction: 
“The time is now 7.45 and time for Thought for 
the Day. With us this morning is Blair Armstrong 
– or, to give him his correct title, Saint Enoch”. 
With that he stood up, gave me a cheery wave 
and left the studio.  

How in the world was I to explain to my in-
trigued but somewhat confused listeners why I 
had apparently been elevated to such a highly 
honoured spiritual status, bypassing clerical re-
search and beatification?! I can’t remember now 
how I managed to counter that throwaway re-
mark, but somehow I managed to get myself 
back on track to what was left of my carefully 
prepared script. And thus ended my very brief 
sojourn in the hallowed world of the Saints!  

There were some humorous comments from 
the news presenters when I handed over to 
them. How could they resist?! But later, there 
were letters to the editor, not to mention the Di-
rector General of the BBC – how can it be ac-
ceptable to make mock of such a venerable role? 

The whole issue caused me to wonder just 
who are our modern-day saints? Would we rec-
ognise them if we met them? And if so, how 
would we recognise them? Probably not by way 
of an introduction from Studio 4a in Broadcasting 
House Glasgow! 

Is Nothing Sacred? 
Marjorie Peddie sent us this clipping which she 

found when it fell out as she was looking 

through one of the many bibles Donald had.  It 

had obviously amused Donald since he had 

kept it, and she thought it should be shared. 
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Changing Lives Malawi Sarah Black 
To start with I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank Margaret McIntyre for her support in collecting 
items to send to Malawi and also a donation of money to 
help towards the cost of sending boxes on the container. 
I’m very thankful for your help Margaret. It costs £15 per 
box on the container. Sending clothes, shoes and other 
items is vital just now as there are 800 children and 
young people needing support. Even if they had money, 
they couldn’t buy clothes for that many people in the rural 
area they live in. Eventually, when things improve, they 
will make their own clothes and our aim, and theirs, has 
always been that Levison’s community will become self-
sufficient. 

I continue to be kept busy at Changing Lives Malawi 
with supporting Levison and his team in Malawi to improve 
the lives of hundreds of malnourished children. The chil-
dren accessing the nursery which meets 3 times a week 
has increased, from 50 children to 75 children, as so many 
are in need. They are fed porridge at each session which 
helps ward off hunger. The feeding programme continues 
to feed 500 children a substantial nutritious meal once a 
week. There are various clubs teaching skills for life like 
knitting, sewing, weaving, gardening and cooking as well 
as netball, football and most recently rugby has started 
being enjoyed. One of the Malawi International rugby 
coaches travelled north and has introduced rugby in the 
Chitipa District. 

We managed to send stacking chairs and tables on the 
last container and have 
rented some computers 
from a charity in Mzuzu. 
Whilst we cannot yet af-
ford an internet connec-
tion, the children are still 
able to learn to type and 
to find their way around 
a computer. The library 
looks great and we con-
tinue to send fiction and 
non fiction books both to 
the library and local 
schools. 

I have taken on a challenge for the month of 
May to raise funds to build a desperately need-
ed school. There are not enough secondary 
school places and if children are not picked for a 
place then they do not get the chance of a sec-
ondary school education. They need a school in 
the village so that education is available to all. 
Education is their way out of the dire poverty in 
which they are living. For the 31 Days in May I 
am only eating rice and vegetables to represent 
what the children have at the feeding pro-
gramme (I’m eating rice instead of maize flour). 
I am very aware that this is their biggest meal 
of the week…some go without food some days. 
I am also cycling 10km a day on my exercise 
bike representing the distance younger children 
are having to walk to school. Please support me 
to help the children have the gift of education 
for all https://gofund.me/ca9c1629 Let’s build a 
school! Thank you all for your continued sup-
port and prayers as we continue to help this 
community improve their lives.  

Every blessing, Sarah x  
contact_us@changinglivesmalawi.com  

Sewing club 

Learning how a computer works Rugby coaching camp Learning to weave baskets 

Cooking lessons with cabbages they have grown 

https://gofund.me/ca9c1629
mailto:contact_us@changinglivesmalawi.com
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Dates for your Diary 

They were walking on the sand, the young man and his 
mother, 
when they found me. 
Perhaps they thought, it’s a bundle of rags 
until they saw my tiny hand. 
Not two years old and now I’ve died…. 
My mother held me tightly as the boat capsized 
but the waves were stronger than her arms. 
As the sea dragged us down she cried, “Baby, I love 
you!” 
Now we are no more. 
Our country is dying. 
It’s people, the life-blood of every village, 
town and city, are fleeing for their lives. 
How many more will die? 
How many drown because of hate and war? 
And greed? And lies? 
Am I just one of thousands whose lives are no more? 
Could I have made a difference if I’d lived? 
Now I’ll not grow up to be a man, 
training as a doctor, saving lives, 
or teaching there is a better way than this…. 
 
The young man lifted my small body from the shore. 
He and his mother held me gently in their arms 
and they both wept. 

Christine Cresswell 

On the Shore 

Sunday 5th June, 11am:  Platinum Jubilee Service and the induction of Mr Ian Mills as Elder 
 
Tuesday 7th June 7pm: Kirk Session meeting Kirk Rooms 
 
Sunday 12th June, 11am:  Communion Service 
  
Every Sunday:    Morning worship at 11am; tea and coffee are served after the service 
           Sunday Club for children in the Kirk Rooms at 11am 
 
Every Wednesday:   Bible study at 11am (currently on Zoom), Lynne James 
    Prayer meeting at 7pm, Kirk Rooms 
 
Every Thursday:  Cuppa Time 2pm-4pm, Kirk Rooms 
    Bible Study at 7pm, Wylma Dunbar   
 
Other events to be scheduled (watch out for notices in church and online): 
 
Gun Orgun will be talking about Ukrainian refugees at the Kirk Rooms at the end of June. 
 
There will be Messy Church fun days in August. 
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Guild Session 2021-22 Emily Brown 
Despite the challenges we faced with restrictions at the time, our team in working “collectively” were able to 

work round them, by doing the tasks in a different way “with effect”. Starting in October with afternoon meet-
ings, we had a good varied programme including slide shows, a musical afternoon, advice on energy saving, 
and much more. We had talks from our project leaders of “Star Child” supporting vulnerable children and their 
family’s in Uganda, and from Ruth Box - pioneers working and supporting the people in South East Asia. Both 
talks were equally very interesting. Through our speakers we were able to donate to their preferred charities. 
And,  last but not least, our committee would like to thank all our friends who came along every second Mon-
day, and supporting us along the way. We will look forward to a new beginning in October. Best wishes to you 
all. 

Guild Spring Fayre and Plant Sale 
Spring Fayre on 14th May:  We had fellowship, raised money and ate a lot of goodies! 
Thank you to everyone for making our Summer Fayre a day to remember after such a long absence. A spe-

cial thank you to all the helpers, all the people who donated plants, to Susan and her helpers, to the Pipe 
Band which we all thoroughly enjoyed and to all the many donations which were very much appreciated. 
We look forward to starting our new session stronger than ever and with confidence and trust in the one who 
brings us safely through all our difficult times. 

At the time of going to print, the funds raised from the day are £2,340 which will go to Strathcarron Hos-
pice and Ukraine. 

Always remembering Whose we are and Whom we serve.  Best wishes, 
The Guild Committee.  

See the back page for more photographs from the Spring Fayre 
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Charity Donations Margaret McIntyre 
Book Aid 
The number of Bibles and Christian books which have been donated by church members and friends has 
reached over seven hundred.  Murdo Campbell, Margorie Peddie, and Barbara Phillips have given a valuable 
contribution of commentary and study bibles which will be gratefully received and most useful to help those 
training for the ministry in Africa and the Caribbean.  I am sure you will agree this has been a worth-
while venture. Thank you. 
 

Start Up Stirling 
We have managed to help Start Up Stirling by donating new and quality bedding and towels to help people 
who have been given accommodation in Stirling.  Sandra Ritchie has helped me by delivering the goods to a 
lady who runs the charity and is a member of Buchlyvie church.  Thank you to friends, family, and church 
members who have supported this cause. 
 

Changing Lives Malawi 
The response to my appeal for Malawi has been tremendous.  Sewing machines, sewing equipment, material, 
bedding, clothes, and one hundred pounds to help with transport.  We are hoping to give more, as shipping 
costs are very pricey.  I keep in contact with Sarah Black in Balfron and send the items to her to be sent over. 
These poor people have nothing, and any help given to them will be most welcome. 
 

The Wayside Club 
The Wayside Club is a centre helping homeless people in Glasgow and those suffering from addictions.  Soup, 
sandwiches, tea, coffee and cakes are available every evening and at weekends.  Showers are available for 
both men and women.  I have managed to send bath towels, toiletries, sleeping bags, backpacks, men’s boots 
and shoes, socks, and underwear which have been gratefully received by Brian to help those people in need.  
Despite being in his late eighties and having sight and hearing difficulties, Brian continues giving his best to 
help and provide for the less fortunate in our world. 

Sunday Club Lynne James 
Since the last Cornerstone, the Sunday Club 

young people have travelled many miles with Paul for 
his three missionary journeys in their imagina-
tions ..and have climbed Dunglass on Easter Sunday 
morning for real! 

We have spent ten weeks studying Paul’s jour-
neys, his letters, his trials and tribulations and 
learned of his unshakeable faith and his mission to 
bring The Good News To Everyone Everywhere. 

We are now setting out our Scrapbooks to find out 
“Who is Jesus” and we hope to share with you one 
morning in church what we have found out over the 
weeks. 

Our group is such an enthusiastic and interested 
one and I always so look forward to their arrival in 
the Kirkrooms each Sunday. 

We are now coming up to church at the end of 
morning service so I hope you will also look forward 
to their arrival each week! Thank you in advance to 
the lovely tea ladies with their tea and biscuits which 
the young people love! 

While there will be no week long Holiday Club this year, during the Summer holidays  we do hope to hold a 
couple of fun, family “Messy Church” type activity days, each one ending with a bbq or indoor church family 
get together. Do keep a look out for the dates and if you would like to be involved in any way..GREAT.. just 
let me know! We will really need help to make these days a success, and in the past you have all come up 
trumps! 

On the summit of Dunglass on Easter Sunday morning 
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Cornerstone Traci Leven 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to this edition of Cornerstone.  Please note that the deadline for 

the autumn edition is Saturday 20th August.  Please send articles to: 
 strathblanekirk@gmail.com or phone me on 07939 898722. 

The collaboration with Strathblane Primary School, Forth Valley Scripture Union and ourselves for a morning in 

March resulted in a great morning in church as the children of Primary 5 followed Gordon Roy around various 

stops in and out of the church building, in an interactive Easter Experience. Sandra Ritchie and Becca Gordon 

proved to be great story tellers as they played the parts of two very different Marys and, then, together with 

Sylvia and myself, they guided the children through all the events of Easter week. As I say..people in this con-

gregation always turn up trumps! 

 It is so good to have this link with the school, and Scripture Union, re established and, God Willing, we will 
draw ever closer after the Summer holidays. 

Easter Journey Lynne James 

Treasurer’s Report Jean Strachan, Treasurer 
For the first 4 months of 2022 and 2021 our General Fund giving may be compared as follows: 
 

 
 
When we compare the above figures we must take into account that the Church was closed for the first 3 
months of 2021 and that April 2021 includes contributions through the WFO scheme that relate to 2020.  Oth-
er aspects relating to the method and timing of donations also make comparisons difficult.  The figures are 
therefore not directly comparable.  If we look at giving through Gift Aid, WFO and Open Plate in previous years 
we see that the figures are 2018 (£20,648), 2019 (£19,721) and 2020 (£15,803). I think you will agree that 
our giving for the 4 months is probably showing a declining trend. 
 
During the period we had to transfer £10,000 from our deposit Fund with the Church of Scotland to help pay 
for the electrical work necessary to obtain electrical safety certificates for our buildings.  The cost of the work 
in total (including work carried out in 2021 to assess the situation) meant a payment of £13,650 had to be 
made. 
 
We have received a further amount of £2,427 (General Fund £1,545 and Outreach £882) in respect of the leg-
acy from Rev Elizabeth Sutherland. 
 
In May, we received a legacy of £13,544.88 from Dr Helen Laird. 
 
We have also received donations towards the cost of a new computer for the office and for a new garden seat 
at the door of the Church. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has continued to support the Church and help pay the costs of maintaining the 
ministry here in Strathblane. 

2022 2021  Change Change

£ £ £ %

Non Gift Aid Envelopes 180 400 (220)        (55.00)     

Gift Aid 14,899 17,046 (2,147)     (12.60)     

Open Plate 753 291 462          158.76    

15,832 17,737 (1,905)     (10.74)     

Other Donations 392 552 (160)        

Weddings/Funerals 175 0 175          

Legacies 1,545 0 1,545       

Total 17,944 18,289 (345)        
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Minister 

Rev Murdo Campbell  

01360 770226  MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Session Clerk 

Mrs Lynne James  

01360 770547 lynnej1257@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Mrs Jean Strachan 

01360 770143   fastra@aol.com  

 

Church Office and Cornerstone 

Traci Leven, church administrator/Cornerstone editor 

Office:  01360 770484  Personal:  07939 898722   strathblanekirk@gmail.com 

(office phone usually manned on Friday mornings only, email available 7 days 

per week) 

 

Church Website 

The church website is www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com.   

 

Dial-A-Sermon 

To hear the latest sermon recording, call 01360 606060 

Facebook  

Like or follow our page ‘Strathblane Parish 

Church’  (www.facebook.com/StrathblaneKirk) to see news and 

updates. 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter @Strathblanekirk 

YouTube 

Our YouTube channel is called ‘Strathblane 

Church’ - you can see all our previous online services and Sunday 

Club videos there from when the church was in lockdown.  Sub-

scribe to our channel to be notified of any new posts. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWyTLcF0GRILUbpDpCbNnw 

Key Contacts and Social Media 

mailto:MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:lynnej1257@gmail.com
mailto:fastra@aol.com
mailto:strathblanekirk@gmail.com
http://www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/StrathblaneKirk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWyTLcF0GRILUbpDpCbNnw


  

Bluebells at the kirk—by Chris Bell Plants, cakes and pipes at the Guild Spring Fayre 


