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The angel said to the women, 

“Do not be afraid; for I know that 
you are looking for Jesus who has 
been crucified. He is not here, for 
He has risen, just as He said.” Mat-
thew 28 5-6 

The most convincing piece of ev-
idence for the resurrection is the 
empty tomb. The body of Jesus has 
not been discovered in 2,000 
years. That is a historical fact. One 
wonders what happened to it. 

Matthew 28:5-6 says, “The an-
gel said to the women, ‘Do not be 
afraid; for I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who has been 
crucified. He is not here, for He has 
risen, just as He said.’” Why didn’t 
the women find Jesus’s body? May-
be they accidentally went to the 
wrong tomb. Well, if they went to 
the wrong grave, then Peter and 
John and all the apostles went to 
the wrong grave. Now wouldn’t you 
think that at that point Joseph of 
Arimathea, who was still alive, 
would say, “Look, here is the tomb 
that I loaned for Jesus to be buried 
in; it’s over here”? But let’s say 
even Joseph of Arimathea got con-
fused about where the tomb was. 
Don’t you think the Roman officials 
and the Jewish officials would have 
said, “You fools, come over here. 
The body is right here”? But they 
didn’t say that. It is not plausible 
to believe that the women went to 
the wrong tomb. 

Well, maybe Jesus’s body was 
stolen but who stole it? Could it 
have been the Roman officials or 
the Jewish authorities? Not likely. 
Matthew 27:65 says Pilate set a 
“guard,” or 16 Roman soldiers, to 

make Jesus’s grave secure. And along 
with the guard they sealed the grave 
with a large stone. They went to eve-
ry length possible to make sure the 
body did not move so that nobody 

could claim a resurrection had taken 
place. No, the Roman officials and 
Jewish authorities didn’t steal the 
body. 

Did the apostles steal Jesus’s 
body? That’s even more ridiculous. 
Remember what happened on Friday 
afternoon? All Jesus’s apostles had 
deserted him except for John. They 
feared for their lives. You think sud-
denly in a couple of hours they got 
the courage to go to that grave, de-
feat an entire Roman guard, steal the 
body of Jesus, and spread the lie that 
He had been raised from the dead? 
Why would they do that? Why would 
they willingly be beaten, tortured, 
and almost every one of them exe-
cuted for their faith in a lie? 

These apostles were changed from 
cowards to courageous defenders of 
the faith for one reason only: they 
saw the resurrected Christ. When you 
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Church Family   
Funerals:   

Mr Alexander Porter*  Died 28th November 2021 

Mr Thomas Howard Prentice Died 25th December 2021 

Mr Philip Graves   Died 11th January 2022 

Miss Margaret Linning*  Died 21st January 2022 

Mr Donald Peddie*   Died 27th January 2022 

Mr John Poole*   Died 18th February 2022 

Mr Robert Tully   Died 20th February 2022 

“Now the dwelling place of 

God is with men, and He will 

live with them and be their 

God”    Rev 21:3 

add up all the evidence, the only plausible 
answer is Christ has risen, just as He said. 
That is the truth of the resurrection. 

Easter raises the question, what does the 
fact that Jesus Christ was raised from the 
dead 2,000 years ago mean for us? His resur-

Continued from front page 
rection proves that we have been declared not 
guilty. And because Jesus conquered the 
grave, one day you and I who trust in Him for 
salvation will also conquer death and the 
grave. The tomb is empty. Jesus Christ has 
conquered death, and so shall we. 

Happy Easter to you all. 
Murdo  

* Denotes church members 

Throughout lockdown, thanks to the kind 
donations given by many in the church, we 
have been able to send flowers, or plants, to 
those who could be blessed by this ministry. 
There have been several letters and cards 
recording the pleasure or solace these 
prayerful gifts have given. 

The final gifts from these donations went 
out in February and now we pray that flowers 
from the weekly front of church arrange-
ments will continue to bring a similar blessing 
to the homes to which they are taken week 
by week. 

Flower Ministry 
Church Flowers in Lockdown 

Lynne James 

Ongoing Flower Ministry,  Christine Cresswell 

Thank you to everyone who 
has put their name on the 
Flower Board in the Vesti-
bule. Thank you to those 
who have arranged the flow-
ers for Sunday morning wor-
ship. There are still spaces 
on the Flower Board if you 
wish to help in this way.  

Thomas 

The warmth had gone from the dying sun 
 as I left them in the secluded room. 

 Deep despair, bitter memories, the horror 
 of His awful agony upon a criminal’s tree; 

 Jesus is dead—His body, cold in Joseph’s tomb. 
 The pain of grief, almost too much to bear, 

 I left there, wandering through the shadows, 
 but there’s no peace, no comfort in Jerusalem’s gloom.   

 
With heavy heart I returned to my friends; 
 how grim and uncertain our future will be. 

 Then loud voices, laughter, cheer, each familiar face aglow.  
Excitedly they cried, “ We’ve seen the Lord!”  He was here!” 

 Confusion, disbelief, I just don’t know—He’d died.  
Is this some cruel joke they’re playing on me? 

“How can I know that Jesus is alive  
unless I feel each nail-torn hand, touch His wounded side.”  

      
  A week later, as we’re all in the same room,  

suddenly, through the locked door, Jesus came!  
It was the most amazing sight I’ve ever seen!  

Was this a ghost, or some strange dream?  
“Peace be with you,” He said, and called my name.  

Trembling, I fell at His feet in joy and awe, 
 and saw where nails had pierced His hands, 

the spear, His side. “My Lord and my God!” I cried.  
Gently, He told me to stop doubting, and believe. 

“How blessed are those who have not seen Me and yet believe.” 
 

I’ve been called ‘Doubting Thomas’ through the years,  
but in times of sorrow , pain and distress,  

maybe you, too, experience doubts and fears,  
especially in the long, dark night. 

But Jesus IS alive! He’s near to all who believe,  
who live by faith and not by sight.  
He’s here to comfort and to bless  

in whatever our circumstance or place.  
One day you, too, may have this greatest joy  

of seeing our living Saviour, face to face!  
Christine Cresswell 



Since the last Cornerstone, Covid dealt us a blow 
with another, blessedly shorter, time of closure. In 
December the new Omicron variant ran rampant 
throughout the country and we took the very reluc-
tant decision to close our church over Christmas to 
protect the congregation. 

We are delighted that those days seem to be be-
hind us and it is a joy to be worshipping together 
again. We remain cautious about changing the dis-
tancing rules, once more bearing in mind the vulnera-
bility of many in our church family. 

While unable to meet in person each time, the Ses-
sion have continued to meet and discuss matters re-
lating to our church here, and also, the wider situa-
tion throughout Presbytery. 

A Presbytery Plan is being discussed throughout 
each presbytery in Scotland. This plan recognises the 
fact that there are fewer ministers than there are par-
ishes, with no prospect of this being changed signifi-
cantly for the better in the years ahead. The General 
Assembly has already stated that plans must be made 
to address this situation. 

Churches have been asked to assess their own use 
of buildings and presbyteries have had to face difficult 
decisions regarding the number of ministers’ posts in 
any given grouping. 

Our grouping is the six churches of Balfron and 
Fintry, Drymen and Buchanan, Killearn and Strath-
blane. At present there are four ministers allotted to 
our group but this is to be reduced to 2 ministers cov-
ering all six churches. As you can imagine, this will 
cause considerable change and challenges and meet-
ings are taking place to discuss how this big change 
can be implemented. Ministers and Session Clerks 
from each church have met together for one consulta-
tion already and Killearn and ourselves have put for-
ward suggestions regarding the situation. Our sugges-
tions were put forward after the Session met and dis-
cussed the Killearn paper and listened to feedback 

Session Report  Lynne James from the first meeting. Change is undoubtedly com-
ing, with congregations no doubt having more to do 
to help support a smaller number of ministers. We 
will keep you informed as the plan progresses. 

It is with great sadness that we faced the loss of 
one of our elders this year, Donald Peddie has been 
a faithful member of Session here and had also tak-
en on the role of Presbytery Elder. When he attended 
those meetings he kept clear and careful notes so 
that his reports back to us as a Session kept us very 
much abreast of all that was happening in the wider 
Presbytery around us. His wisdom and faith were 
much valued in all our discussions and his absence 
around our meeting table each month will be keenly 
felt. Our brother has gone home to God, and for that 
we may be glad, but here as a church family we will 
miss him, and our thoughts and prayers continue 
with his family. 

Traci, having moved from the village to her new 
home, has taken the difficult decision to step down 
as an elder here at Strathblane. She will continue 
with office duties and her voluntary hours that she 
puts in to produce Cornerstone.  Traci has been an 
invaluable member of Session, her faith filled and 
prayerful responses to topics under discussion were 
always a blessing. In addition, we are ever grateful 
to her for all the tasks she has always willingly un-
dertaken on the church’s behalf over and above her 
official admin duties. While she will no longer be an 
elder here, we are pleased to say that she will con-
tinue in her office admin role for the time being. We 
hope that she will continue to visit us some Sundays 
but we are very glad to think that she is beginning to 
put down roots in her new home church. We wish 
her God’s Blessings for the future. 

This edition of Cornerstone includes the annual 
accounts produced, meticulously as always, by Jean 
Strachan, our treasurer.  We are very grateful to her 
for all the hard work she puts into preparing these 
accounts each year. 

Finally, please note that: 
Our Annual Business Meeting for the congregation 

will be held in church after the service on Sunday 
March 20th. 

Cuppa Time Georgina Marshall 
I am glad to report that Cuppa Time is still going strong (2pm on Thursdays in the Kirk Rooms).  We have a 

number of regulars who come along every week but we would love to welcome more people into our friendly 
group for fun and fellowship. 

Sadly, the founder of our group, Donald Peddie passed away at the end of January.  Another long standing 
member, Margaret Linning, died about the same time.  Both are sadly missed by all the group.   

On a happier note, we are organizing an Easter Special on Thursday 14th April.  I hope 
as many people as possible will come along and support us.   

Guild Spring Fayre Sandra Ritchie 
Good news.       Good news.       Good news. 
The Guild are very much hoping to have our annual 

Spring Fayre  and Plant sale on Saturday morning 
14th. May 2022. We have been very fortunate for the 
past two years that Susan has held the plant sale in 
one of our members front gardens. The plant sale and 
the Spring Fayre coffee morning allows us to donate a 
sizeable amount of money to various charities. All do-

nations of plants and baking 
would be very much appreciat-
ed. 

We are also hoping that the 
Pipe Band will open the Fayre in 
their usual uplifting way and 
would be very pleased to wel-
come everyone for a nice get 
together for cake and chat. 

Blessings and many thanks 
from the Guild.  
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Catherine in Spain:   At the beginning of 2021, many mem-
bers of the team tested positive for Covid.  This was an oppor-
tunity to love and care for one another.  Catherine, at this time, 
was still following her church in Glasgow and joining them online 
each week.  However, she made the decision to join a church in 
Barcelona, and is finding blessing from the live teaching, worship 
and fellowship.  She also looked for ways to be used by God in 
this church.  She has joined a small group in the church. 

In the summer, Catherine took time for rest and reflection.  At 
the time, she was finding it hard to focus and be still before God.  
In  early 2022 she praised God for renewed energy and focus.  
She became a member of the Terassa leadership team.  They 
meet once a week and focus on how to care for the teams as in-
dividuals and as a whole.  They are learning to think about minis-
try to one another. 

Catherine asks for prayer for guidance as they seek God’s will; 
for team unity and for protection and guidance and that they 
might demonstrate and deliver the Gospel of Jesus Christ in all 
relationships. 

The team have planned a weekend retreat and a Care organi-
sation, “Sent Well”, are coming to lead this.   

Catherine gives grateful thanks for financial support, cards, 
messages and a Scottish care package. 

 Psalm 3 v3: Thou O Lord art a shield about me. 
   My glory and the One who lifts my head. 
  V8:   Salvation belongs to the Lord. 

Yvonne Mildred has returned to 
Pandema after a short spell in Brit-
ain.  She continues with teaching at 
the local Bible Training Centre, and 
recently joint hosted a meeting of 
some trainers from Accra to help 
with the further training for the God, 
Work and Worship course   The Land 
project is still ongoing.  The next 
phase is to start on the Food Pro-
cessing Building, this is going to cost 
£13,000, and we pray the funds will 
be forthcoming for this important 
project. 

James and Kirsty with Deborah and 
Susanna began the Year of the Tiger 
with a few days holiday on a small 
Hong Kong island, and then a fresh 
outbreak of Covid led to tight re-
strictions including unwelcome online 
schooling in their flat.  The family are 
well and now after some 15 years in 
SE Asia, their thoughts are turning to 
transition back to Scotland this sum-
mer where, having adjusted to “re-
entry” here, they will take on respon-
sibility for the growing and demand-
ing Diaspora Returnee Ministry.   

Lorna Ferguson in Tokyo has been 
facing a surge of Omicron with its 
attendant restrictions.  Prayer focus 
has been on the many churches 
throughout the country which lack a 
pastor or leader; and on the continu-
ing border closure which prevents 
new team members from entering 
Japan.  Alistair leaves home in March 
for university.  Lorna prays for her 
boys in their four different countries 
to find good Christian fellowship, and 
for “much needed” wisdom and dis-
cernment in all her meetings.  

Until recently, Carolyn Kemp’s schedule was dominated by in-
ternational travel.  Now, she works mostly from her desk at 
home in Fife, using digital communication to link up with her 
global team.  This can involve working during the night to ac-
commodate time zones.  She is currently leading a group of 20 
team members to undertake a Global Field-wide Ministry Review 
of OMF’s Diaspora Returnee Ministry.  She describes this as a 
“really huge task” and expects it to take 12 months to complete. 

Please Help Margaret McIntyre 
Please help with items wanted.  All the B’s: 

• Bibles—all versions, for Africa.  Biblical students for the ministry are requesting these. 

• Books—Christian, for Africa 

• Bedding—Sheets, pillow cases, duvet covers, towels, for Malawi. 
 

And also, any table top sewing machines would be greatly appreciated in Malawi and any sewing equipment 
e.g. threads, needles, pins, tape measures, scissors etc. 
 
Come on now, everyone will have something to contribute!  It will just take a little effort on our part to help 
those in need.  Contact me on 01360 770 356.   
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Sunday Club Lynne James 
We continued to meet up on Zoom for many 

weeks, but were just starting to get back together 
back in the Kirkrooms enjoying traveling back in 
time to hear Jesus and choose to follow in His foot-
steps, when..oh no!..Omicron reared its ugly head! 

We spent a very happy Saturday afternoon as 
families putting up the church Christmas tree and 
preparing all the bags for the Christingle Service 
and  we were planning to treat the congregation to 
“A Very Noisy Christmas” presentation (playing to 
our strengths there as you can imagine!) 

The tree, complete with the charming angel 
decorations supplied by the clever ladies of the 

Guild and friends, was only able to be admired for 
one Sunday before we too were no longer able to 
meet face to face. 

Once again we held our Christingle with families at 
home via Zoom..and once again I failed miserably to 
stop myself from having an enormous lump in my 
throat as I saw the Christingles light up each individ-
ual screen. 

The back page of this edition of Cornerstone has a 
beautiful photo of one of the families as they gath-
ered round their lights of hope and love. 

These Easter Eggs, the only ones which come with a booklet containing the Real 
Easter Story, are no longer being stocked in supermarkets. If you wish to pur-
chase any of the products you can find them online at  https://
meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/ There are several products now available including 
an Easter Blessings bar of chocolate, a simple way to spread Easter joy! 

Meaningful Chocolate Easter Eggs 

The Importance of Memory Blair Armstrong 
In the January edition of the Church of Scotland 

magazine “Life and Work” the Very Rev Dr John 
Chalmers raises an issue that I have been con-
cerned about for some considerable time. 

Having recently attended three inspiring funer-
als of close friends I was stunned to discover how 
little I knew about the quiet “behind the scenes” 
work that all three were individually involved in.    

It is sad that often it is only when we attend 
the funeral of a close friend that we learn of some 
of the stunning work that they have been involved 
in or of the dramatic input that they have made to 
society and the world in general. We only get a 
clue as to this wealth of information through the 
tributes given by grieving relatives, and that in 
itself causes additional stress and strain to those 
that are left. 

Should we not be encouraging one another to 
prepare a brief history of our life and be prepared 
to share it with others.  

I’m very conscious of the reluctance by the av-
erage Scot to talk about themselves in case it is 
viewed as “trumpet blowing” but oh! How I would  
love to have had a further exciting and stimulating 
discussion or debate with my friends in the light of 
what I now know. 

 
Through my media involvement I have had the 

privilege over the years of speaking and interview-
ing many high profile Christians and I have taken 
the opportunity to pose a final question “How 
would you like to be remembered?”.  

Of the many I have spoken to there are some 
who have given exceptional answers. They were: 
 the theologian Rev Dr William Barclay 

  Billy Graham 
 Gary  Player (world champion golfer) 
 Desmond Tutu. (theologian and peace ac

 tivist)  
 
Their comments are now no longer stored on 

scraps of paper lying on some BBC Producer’s desk 
but in a sophisticated storage facility located at 
Broadcasting House London. The recordings are 
used constantly and especially by the “Obits Dept”. 
That is the quaint name given to the team responsi-
ble for keeping the Obituaries information up to 
date. There is an old saying at the BBC that you 
know if you have “arrived” if your name and details 
are retained by the “Obits” team. 

But how does all of this affect each of us?  
I would suggest in a significant way . 
Each person reading this article will have un-

knowingly developed yet another “page” in your 
own life story.  

You are important in this world and you are 
someone for whom Christ died. So you do have a 
story to tell. For example, how did you reach this 
point in your faith journey?   

Can I encourage you to start today to build a 
simple history and record of your life  -I think you 
will find it fascinating and what is more I would like 
to read it if you will let me. NOW THERE IS A CHAL-
LENGE!! 

 

https://meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/
https://meaningfulchocolate.co.uk/
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Margaret Linning Sylvia Armstrong 
Margaret Linning   1936-2022   

 

I will lift up my eyes to the mountains – 

Where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the Lord, 

The maker of heaven and earth. 

 
The beautiful opening words of Psalm 121 express 

the essence of Margaret’s life and faith. Growing up in 
Blanefield and Strathblane, the Campsies were the hills 
of her home. From the kitchen window of her upstairs 
flat she had a panoramic view of the hills and of the 
Blane valley stretching away into the distance. She 
loved to watch as the changing light of the sunset 
turned the hills pink and gold; she could see the rain 
and snow blowing up the valley and Jenny’s Lum smok-
ing away when the wind was in the right direction. But, 
much as she loved the hills, the security and hope of 
her life was not to be found in them, but in the God who 
created them. Throughout her long life, with all its joys 
and sorrows, she could truly say ‘My help comes from 
the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth’.  

Margaret was a long standing and much loved mem-
ber of our church family. A few of us will have memo-
ries of her as far back as childhood Sunday School and 
schooldays in wartime Blanefield. For most of us it has 
not been as long, but all of us will miss her. Her niece 

Pamela who cared for her so faithfully in her later 
years, and her great nieces Laura and Emily will miss 

her most of all, and we pray for God’s comfort for them.  
 
I first got to know Margaret when I joined the Young 

Woman’s Group and she was one of the ‘Aunties’ from 
the Guild who looked after our children, tirelessly help-

ing them on and off the little slide and playing 
games with them while we had our meetings. 
She loved to see the children in church and 
especially enjoyed it when they took part in 
the service. Her own great nieces Laura and 
Emily were a great joy to her and she was very 
proud of their achievements as they grew up. 

The Guild played a very important part in 
Margaret’s life – the lifelong friendships; the 
fun they had together at Christmas time and 
on summer outings; working together on fund-
raising projects; hearing interesting speakers 
and worshipping God together. She will be 
sorely missed by her friends there, and also by 
her friends in the Cuppatime group which she 
loved. She enjoyed the ‘cuppa’ and chat and 
the games. The Christmas celebration was a 
special pleasure, singing the familiar old carols 
and taking an active part in the very competi-
tive Christmas quiz!     

 
Margaret loved to read her Bible and was a 

faithful member of, not just one, but two study 
groups. Studying the Bible together builds 
friendships at a deep level – it’s special kind of 
friendship group where problems and worries, 
joys and sorrows can be shared in confidence, 
where we can have honest discussions about 
what we read in the Bible, and where we can 
pray for one another. Margaret was a valued 
member of the Wednesday group where she 
would take her turn in keeping us on track 
with the study guide and also take her turn in 
leading us in thoughtful and well prepared 
prayers at the beginning and end of the meet-
ings. Sadly, she was not able to join us after 
we had to meet via Zoom, but we kept in 
touch and were looking forward to a time when 
she would be able to join us again.   

 
One of Margaret’s great joys was to sing. 

She was a member of the choir for many 
years, sitting up at the front of the church as 
they led the singing during services, and in lat-
er years enjoying singing amongst the congre-
gation. Just being in the church and singing 
praise to her Heavenly Father was what she 
loved to do. There is an old hymn We love the 
place, O God, which has this verse: 

 

We love to sing below 
For mercies freely given: 
But O, we long to know 

The triumph song of heaven. 
 
What inexpressible joy is now hers, as she 

joins with the heavenly choir in the triumph 
song of heaven! 
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Donald Peddie Eric Livingstone 
Donald Peddie 1945-2022 
 
Green is the grass above you 
Friend of my better days, 
None knew you but to love you, 
Have named you but to praise. 
 

So wrote the poet and it was true of my 
best friend Donald Peddie. 

He was born in Stirling and schooled at 
Stirling High School.  He served an engineer-
ing apprenticeship at Harlands Engineering, 
Alloa, then graduated from Glasgow Tech 
(Strathclyde University) with a First Class 
Honours degree in Electrical Engineering. 

He met Marjorie in 1968 and they married 
in 1970 then moved to Bletchley to work for 
another branch of Harland Engineering.  Mar-
jorie and Donald were blessed with three 
daughters and Donald always took great inter-
est in their education, sporting achievements 
and careers. 

Having attained an accounting degree at 
night school, the family moved back to Glas-
gow where Donald took up a post with Weirs’ 
Pumps as an accountant but quickly changed 
to Yarrows to develop his interest in engineer-
ing.  He was involved in building minesweep-
ers, nuclear submarines and frigates besides 
other larger engineering projects.  Before 
long, he was a director of the Yard Board and 
latterly was the Project Manager.   

He took early retirement aged 56 and en-
joyed the next 20 years involving himself with 
an expanding family circle, model engine 
building, writing articles for railway magazines 
and publishing several books on railways.  Not 
least was his involvement in our local church 
where he spent some years as Treasurer and 
latterly as an elder in the Kirk Session and 
was also the Presbytery Elder.   

As a friend he was a great encourager and 
he helped me improve my skills as a handy-
man. 

He has some phrases which he frequently used: 
1. “Ludere causa ludendi”  - a Latin phrase 

meaning “to play for the sake of the game”.  
He used it when I occasionally managed to 
win at golf.  He never used it when he was 
winning. 

2. “Entre nous”  - a French phrase meaning 
“between us” and he would share something 
that was on his mind or something he was 
concerned about. 

3. “I like to be helpful if I can” - Donald was 
always being approached by family and 
friends and model engineering folk for help 
and advice, even when he himself was busy.  
I suggested to him that he should occasion-
ally say “no”.  “I like to be helpful if I can” 

was always his reply. 
Donald was also a great en-
couragement on the journey of 
life and especially the journey 
of faith.  Donald was blessed 
that from infancy he got to 
know the scriptures which are 
able to make one wise for sal-
vation through faith in Jesus 
Christ.  Over the years he de-
veloped a growing awareness 
of God and of His love for man-
kind.  Not for Donald a 
“Damascus Road” experience 
but a growing knowledge and 
experience of God in his life 
which led to a deepening faith 
in God and His Son, Jesus 
Christ. 
“Faith must believe that God 
exists and He rewards those 
who seek Him” - Hebrews 11 
On the Sunday after Donald 
died, our Minister spoke about 
Faith and made frequent refer-
ence to Hebrews Ch 11, where 
it tells us that Faith believes 
what God has revealed and 
truth what God has promised.  
Many of the attributes of faith 
which are mentioned were 
seen in growing measure in 
Donald.  He listened to God—
Abel.  He walked with God—
Enoch.  He was in and of 
God—Noah.  He obeyed God 
(Abraham) and he looked for-
ward to a city which had foun-
dations, who’s architecture 
and build was God—Abraham, 
and Rahab who believed in the 
God of Heaven and Earth and 
was committed to the people of 
God.  

Donald had a living and active faith which 
permeated all of his life and his contribution to 
the Christian community increased in retire-
ment, as an elder, a leader of “Cuppa Time” 
with Marjorie and Georgina Marshall, and lat-
terly as a preacher of the Word of God.  His Bi-
ble was well worn but it was well annotated and 
he was reluctant to replace it.  He was delight-
ed when Marjorie had it re-bound. 

In his last days Donald would have been 
able to say, like the apostle Paul, “I have 
fought the good fight.  I have finished the race.  
I have kept the faith”, and I have no doubt that 
on the 27th January at 1pm, God will have wel-
comed Donald into his presence with the words 
“Well done, good and faithful servant, enter 
into your Master’s happiness”.   

Donald Peddie, Presbytery 

Elder 

Eric and Donald perform-

ing “Me and My Shadow” 

at Cuppa Time 
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Changing Lives Malawi Sarah Black 
Join our feeding team! 
Changing Lives Malawi SC049329 is a small group of 

volunteers fundraising and raising awareness for The 
William Stewart Foundation in rural Northern Malawi. 
They support approximately 800 orphans and vulnerable 
children through various projects and also the elderly in 
the village. The Feeding Programme runs once a week 
and around 500 children are fed a nutritious, substantial 
meal. However, we recognise this isn’t enough. Some 
children will go days without food. All are suffering from 
malnutrition but the teachers have noticed that these 
most vulnerable children are able to concentrate better 
already with this one filling meal each week. How can 
they be expected to listen and concentrate at school 
with hungry tummies? How can they reach their poten-
tial without food? How can they sleep properly when 
they are hungry? More food would change their lives. 
Eventually, the plan is that they will all be helped to-
wards self-sufficiency but right now these children need 
our help and they need your help. Please? 

It costs approximately £100 to feed 500 children a 
nutritious meal once a week. So, the more people who 
can commit to joining our feeding team then the more 
times the children can be fed. Ideally, we would like 
them to have a mug of porridge each morning before 
school but again that costs even more money.  

We are asking people to join our feeding team to 
commit to a monthly payment of £5 p/m (or more if you 
would like) but, for most of us £5 per month won’t be 
missed. £5 p/m would buy us a meal deal, a few snacks 
or drinks. £5 towards food in Malawi will go a lot further. 
Please?  contact_us@changinglivesmalawi.com or phone 
07985315007 thank you for supporting us.  Sarah Black, 
Trustee, Changing Lives Malawi. 

Join our Feeding Team now to change the lives of 
hundreds of hungry, vulnerable children…let’s make 
malnutrition old news! Together we can be Changing 
Lives Malawi! 

 

The William Stewart Foundation Nursery 
There is a nursery at The Foundation for 50 

children between ages 4 and 6. They are fed at 
each session and have received new clothes and 
blankets. A wooden 
trainset arrived re-
cently and the pho-
tos of the children 
working out how to 
join it together to 
play with the trains 
is so lovely to see. 
Hope you enjoy 
these photos. 
There are lots more 
on our website: 

www.changinglivesmalawi.com and Facebook 
page.  

We would like to thank Strathblane Guild for 
their generous donation towards the Christmas 
party for the children. All the children were giv-
en a lollipop and a pencil and the younger chil-
dren each were gifted a raincoat (these had 
been generously donated). They played games 
and had a filling, nutritious meal. The Guild’s 
donation paid for the children’s meal at the 
Christmas Party. Thank you for helping to 
Change these children’s lives. 

Hello, I’m a volunteer at 2 local rescues and a 
Hedgehog Champion with the British Hedgehog Preser-
vation Society/Peoples’ Trust for Endangered Species. 

How long is it since you last saw a hedgehog? The 
UK has lost a third of its population since 2000, and 
their numbers are declining as fast as tigers in the 
wild.  They are now officially classed as vulnerable to 
extinction in the IUCN’s Red List for British Mammals. 
There are many reasons and it’s sad to think that, for 
future generations, such a fate would make this lovely, 
prickly God’s creature only a character in storybooks. 
Here are some simple tips to help them. 

1. Link your garden with a Hedgehog Highway. 
Hedgehogs travel between1-2 km a night searching for 
food and a mate. Leaving a small gap in your fence 
the size of a CD case will let hedgehogs through but be 
too small for pets. BHPT/PTES sell snazzy little recycla-

ble Hedgehog Highway signs, for a few pounds. 
Ask your neighbours to do the same! 

2 Create a wild corner in your garden so they 
can snuffle around for insects. 

3. Tidy up netting and litter which can trap 
hedgehogs due to their spines. Even rubber 
bands dropped by the postie can become em-
bedded in their skin, causing a slow, painful 
death. 

4. Put out food and water. You can supple-
ment their diet with wet dog or cat food 
(preferably not fish based). No bread, milk or 
mealworms, which are all extremely bad for 
them. For those who are into simple DIY you 
can make a feeding station to stop other ani-
mals having a free supper - details on the BHPS 
website/YouTube. 

5. Stop using chemicals especially slug pel-
lets. Hedgehogs are a gardener’s best friend as 
they eat slugs as well as many other beasties 
which would otherwise be devouring your prize 

Hedgehogs Moira Grant 
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flowers and vegetables. 
6. Check before mowing or strimming. Hedge-

hogs often sleep in long grass or hedges during 
daytime and won’t run away if they hear a mower, 
resulting in horrific injuries or death. Use gloves to 
move a single hog to safety. If there’s a family, 
call the BHPS for advice on 01584 890801, the 
SSPCA on 0300 999 999 or Google to find your 
local Hedgehog Rescue. 

7. Be careful with bonfires or simply burning 
leaves. Piles of debris are irresistible to a hedge-
hog looking for somewhere to hibernate or nest – 
build it on the day of burning to avoid a tragic 
end, or if you have to build it before then check 
carefully with a pole or broom, not a spade or 
fork. They are usually in the centre. 

8. Make a home for hedgehogs. A log pile is 
one of the best features for encouraging all kinds 
of wildlife, and easy to make. It will encourage 
insects and provide nesting opportunities all year 
around. Alternatively, you can make your own 
hedgehog house– download instructions from the 
BHPS website. 

9. Keep an eye out for hedgehogs when driving 
at night, and let it get over the road safely if you 
see one. If you see it too late try to steer so it will 
pass under the middle of the car where it is least 
likely to be harmed. 

10. Make your pond safe. Hedgehogs are adept 
swimmers but if they can’t climb out of steep-
sided ponds or pools they will drown. Use a pile of 
large stones or piece of wood to create a simple 

ramp. 
11. Record hedgehog sightings, including 

dead ones, on The Big Hedgehog Map website. 
This is important in building up a picture of 
where they are most active and how we can en-
courage local populations. A hedgehog seen dur-
ing the day is usually in need of help and you 
should contact one of the organisations above.  

 
If you’d like to do more, you can become a 

Hedgehog Champion by registering on the 
Hedgehog Street website, where you can find 
lots of resources to make your gardens, neigh-
bourhood and Parish, hedgehog-friendly zones. 

Moira Grant 
Falkirk 

Dates for your Diary 
7th March:  Guild Spring Outing 

13th March:  Communion 

20th March:  Annual Business Meeting in church after the service 

21st March:  Guild AGM with the Minister, 2pm Kirk Rooms 

Holy Week Services—We hope to hold joint services with our neighbouring congregations during Holy Week.  

See future notices in church and online for details. 

14th April:  Cuppa Time Easter Special 2pm Kirk Rooms (see page 3) 

14th May:  Guild Spring Fayre (see page 3) 

15th May:  Communion 

 

Regular events: 

Every Sunday:  morning worship and Sunday Club 11am 

Every Wednesday: 11am Bible Study (Lynne James), currently on Zoom 

   7pm Prayer Time, Kirk Rooms 

Every Thursday: 2pm Cuppa Time 

   7pm  Bible Study (Wylma Dunbar) 
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Cornerstone Traci Leven 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to this edition of Cornerstone.  Please note that the deadline for 

the summer edition is Saturday 14th May.  Please send articles to: 
 strathblanekirk@gmail.com or phone me on 07939 898722. 

Trees Ian Mills 
Trees are very much a feature of the Scottish land-

scape, no more so than in and around our own Par-
ish. Trees represent life, growth, peace and nature - 
they provide us with many benefits both to the envi-
ronment and as a source of materials for tools, fuel 
and shelter.  

As with so many things we take for granted, it is 
only when some misfortune occurs that we begin to 
realise their importance. And so it was at the end of 
November last year with Storm Arwen (named after a 
character from Lord of the Rings). Gusts of up to 
100mph were registered causing around eight million 
trees to be damaged in various ways across Scot-
land's forests making it the most devastating weather 
related event in recent times. This resulted in thou-
sands of homes being without power, disruption to 
transport and communications, damage to buildings, 
the tragic loss of three lives along with what the Na-
tional Trust for Scotland reported as the worst dam-
age to wildlife in living memory in certain areas. 

Our own personal experience of Storm  Arwen was 
of a large tree at the top of our back garden being 
blown down taking with it a number of branches from 
neighbouring trees. Whilst upsetting to see the result-

ing debris, we were by no means the worst affected 
in the area. The immediate response from our young 
grandchildren was 'Has the tree which holds our gar-
den swing been broken?' Fortunately it was secure 
and ready for use again this summer. All of this 
prompted me to consider what makes trees so signifi-
cant not just to the environment, but as a source of 
inspiration for authors, poets, artists and not least 
the extent to which they feature in the Bible.  

As the biggest plants on the planet, trees provide 
oxygen, absorb carbon dioxide as they grow and 
store carbon in their wood which helps slow the rate 
of global warming. In addition, they stabilise the soil 
and offer habitation and food to communities of birds, 
insects, lichen and fungi. It is reckoned that a mature 
oak can be home to as many as 500 different species. 
The canopies of trees act as a physical filter, trapping 
dust and absorbing pollutants from the air. Research 
shows that being in an environment with trees reduc-
es blood pressure and stress levels. Here endeth the 

science lesson! 
In terms of how and why trees have inspired po-

ets, authors and artists, I am sure many of us can 
recall a favourite poem, book or picture based on a 
tree or forest. The author Fiona Stafford writing in 
BBC Culture of her own love of trees states that 
'Trees seem to create a different world within 
themselves, not just in terms of wildlife but as im-
aginative spheres where things seem possible that 
might not be in the everyday working world'. Most 
of us are acquainted with examples of children's 
literature featuring trees which transport us to a 
mysterious world – in some cases a dangerous 
world – but where in the end, trees emerge as a 
force for good. In adult literature, trees can sym-
bolise various feelings of love, gratitude, protection 
and happiness depending on whatever message the 
author or poet wishes to convey. In 2020, the Roy-
al Society of British Artists Annual Exhibition high-
lighted the inspiration trees provide for artists. The 
featured works ranged from paintings of individual 
trees, woodland scenes, trees on the horizon or 
trees in the garden offering shelter on a sunny day. 
One commentator has suggested that because 
trees appear to us so regularly and with so many 
variations in our daily lives, artists use them to 
communicate feelings on to the canvas. 

However, possibly of more interest, is the fact 
that after God, Christ and people, trees are the 
most mentioned species in the bible. Apparently, 
more than thirty six varieties of trees are identified 
throughout the Old and New Testaments. Examples 
of biblical events  associated with trees include  No-
ah receiving the olive leaf, Abraham sitting under 
'the oaks of Mamre', Moses standing in front of the 
burning bush, Zacchaeus climbing the sycamore 
tree, the Disciples gathering on the Mount of Olives  
– and there are many more. The most significant 
reference is linked to the crucifixion of Christ on a 
wooden cross or as some verses attributed to Peter 
have it – on a tree. More generally, some commen-
tators have suggested how trees are used in the 
bible to symbolise growth, provision, beauty and 
family – all of which are relevant to the human con-
dition. Whilst there are others more qualified than I 
to research and interpret the volume of material 
which analyses the biblical significance of trees, 
suffice to say that an article in Tearfund Footsteps 
85 made interesting reading. 

The first verse from the carol 'Jesus Christ the 
Apple Tree' seems to offer a simple thought with 
which to conclude: 

'The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
 Laden with fruit and always green, 
The trees of nature fruitless be, 
Compared with Christ the Apple tree.' 



P A G E  1 1  

Strathblane Parish Church of Scotland 
Abbreviated Accounts for the Year ended 31 December 2021 

Scottish Charity No SC007261 

Jean Strachan, Treasurer 
 
The official accounts for 2021 were approved by the Kirk Session and are available to all members who require 
a full set.  Please contact the Church Office and a printed copy or email can be sent to you.   The abbreviated 
accounts, set out on this and the following three pages, highlight the important details of the accounts in a 
compact format.   
 
The Church is administered under a Unitary Constitution.  This means that the Session has responsibility for 
the whole life and service of the Church within the Parish and has oversight of the affairs both spiritual and 
temporal of the congregation.  
 
Our minister, Rev Murdo Campbell, continues to disciple and minister to his congregation and those in the 
community who reach out for help and advice. His preaching, both online and in person shows his great love of 
God and compassion for those in his flock. 
Services were available online each Sunday at 11.00 am until we resumed Sunday services in July.  Daily 
thoughts continued during the time of closure.  These upheld the congregation and proved an outreach to the 
community on our website and Facebook page. 
 
Communion is celebrated six times a year.  These were online except for the times when the Church was open. 
 
Sadly the Church had to close again in mid December because of the threat that the Omicron variant posed to 
our predominantly elderly congregation.  Funerals continued to be limited to our safe capacity bearing in mind 
social distancing rules. 
 
Nursing Home Services have been halted due to restrictions.   Although the usual Holy Week activities were all 
postponed, we were able to contribute to a joint online service produced together with other local churches.  
Where possible, Bible Study Home Groups have continued online, as has the weekly prayer meeting. 
 
Youth Work was mainly online and included an online Zoom meeting with several families. Towards the end of 
the year Sunday Club met in the Kirk Rooms but this was once again suspended when the Church closed just 
before Christmas. Due to high numbers of Covid cases, Strathblane Primary School pupils were unable to ac-
cept the invitation to take part in an SU Scotland interactive “A Christmas Journey” presentation to have been 
held jointly with us as a church.   
We have agreed to give financial support to a newly formed group, “The Strathendrick Teens” group.  We are 
in a ‘WhatsApp’ group so that we can keep in touch with what is going on. 
 
Much of our community outreach has had to be suspended face to face, but collections for Glasgow City Mis-
sion, Salvation Army and Samaritans Purse Christmas boxes were all well supported. 
 
A virtual choir once more recorded choral pieces and Session members have been in regular contact with the 
members of their district. 
 
A successful online Christingle Service was held. 
 
The Guild resumed their meetings in the Autumn.   Guild members were able to hold a Covid compliant plant 
sale which raised funds for Strathcarron Hospice and Church funds. 
 
The Church supports a number of Missionaries serving overseas with prayer and financial support. 
Members of the congregation have been kept abreast of the church’s financial situation through the quarterly 
magazine, available online and also as hard copies for those unable to access online material. The magazine 
has also been another informal method of keeping the wider congregation up to date with activities still ongo-
ing in the church. 
 
All regulations required by Church of Scotland regarding Covid 19 have been kept up to date, including prepa-
ration for the safe opening of churches for general worship, funerals and weddings.  
 
The Minister and Kirk Session would like to record their thanks to Lynne James, Traci Leven and Keith Hyam.  
Lynne has kept in regular contact with Sunday Club, online or in person. Traci’s IT skills have continued to 
prove invaluable   Keith has kept our buildings safe and up to date and in recent months has liaised with Stir-
ling Council regarding the temporary library accommodation in the Kirk Rooms. 
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Strathblane Parish Church  
Income and Expenditure Account for the Year ended 31 December 2021 and Budget for the year 
ending  31 December 2022 
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Our total income for 2021 is £82,416 (2020: £75,320).  Income this year has recovered slightly from last year as the Church reopened for 

Sunday services.  Open plate and non gift aid WFO increased allowing us to claim more under the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme.  We 

are very grateful to the many people who have continued to give generously.  Investment income has declined due to lower interest rates 

and dividends being cut because of the impact of Covid on companies.  The Guild income which is included in our accounts increased be-

cause of a successful plant sale. 

The costs of running the church continued and were £85,290 (2020: £79,254).  The main cost, Ministry and Mission, amounted to 

£36,808 (2020: £42,389).  We now have no employees.  Cleaning, music and administration services are provided by local businesses 

and are now included under those headings in the Accounts. Fabric expenditure was £9,266 (2020: £546). This includes the humidifier for 

the organ and electrical test certificates. The Guild expenditure was £2,591 (2020: £1,065). 

Overall, we have made a deficit of £2,874 before unrealised gains on investments.  The deficit in 2020 was £3,934. 
 
Our investments have increased in value this year by £11,211 following an upturn in Stock Markets as economies bounced back from the 
effects of covid last year.  

 
The Budget      
 
The 2021 budget shows a projected deficit of £23,667 in unrestricted funds.       
 
Giving has been kept at 2021 levels. 
 
Rental income includes £3,000, the figure that Stirling Council has agreed to pay for the use of the Kirk Rooms to house the library while 
the new library is built.   
 
The expenditure under the control of the Property Committee is budgeted to be £36,200.  £5,116 of this is covered by amounts held in 
restricted funds. The major work at the Church in 2022 relates to roof and stonework repairs, work required to reach the standards neces-
sary to obtain electrical test certificates and installation of the floodlights.  The Kirk Rooms also requires work to be done to obtain electri-
cal safety certificates, repair work on external timber and some internal decoration and repairs.  
 
The largest expense is again the Ministries and Mission Allocation. This figure along with the Presbytery Dues is already fixed and is there-
fore actual.  Presbytery allocated £2,000 of the funds they had available to reduce the M & M based on our income base calculation.   
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Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2021 

The Balance Sheet shows 
the assets the congregation 
owns (Copier, Investments, 
Bank balances etc) and what 
we owe to others (the liabili-
ties).  The assets minus the 
liabilities represent our total 
funds.           
One of the main assets is 
our investments.  The Stock 
Market has recovered this 
year resulting in an unreal-
ised gain of £11,211.  The 
other significant asset is the 
money we hold in our bank 
accounts totalling 
£112,832.            

The funds are either restrict-
ed (specified by the donor 
how they have to be used) 
or unrestricted for general 
use.   
 
The Kirk Session can desig-
nate (lay aside) funds for 
specific purposes (fabric and 
session).  The statement 
below shows the movements 
in the restricted and desig-
nated funds.   

Movement in Restricted and designated Funds in the year ended 31 December 2021 
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Minister 

Rev Murdo Campbell  

01360 770226  MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Session Clerk 

Mrs Lynne James  

01360 770547 lynnej1257@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Mrs Jean Strachan 

01360 770143   fastra@aol.com  

 

Church Office and Cornerstone 

Traci Leven, church administrator/Cornerstone editor 

Office:  01360 770484  Personal:  07939 898722   strathblanekirk@gmail.com 

(office phone usually manned on Friday mornings only, email available 7 days 

per week) 

 

Church Website 

The church website is www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com.   

 

Dial-A-Sermon 

To hear the latest sermon recording, call 01360 606060 

Facebook  

Like or follow our page ‘Strathblane Parish 

Church’  (www.facebook.com/StrathblaneKirk) to see news and 

updates. 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter @Strathblanekirk 

YouTube 

Our YouTube channel is called ‘Strathblane 

Church’ - you can see all our previous online services and Sunday 

Club videos there from when the church was in lockdown.  Sub-

scribe to our channel to be notified of any new posts. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWyTLcF0GRILUbpDpCbNnw 

Key Contacts and Social Media 

mailto:MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:lynnej1257@gmail.com
mailto:fastra@aol.com
mailto:strathblanekirk@gmail.com
http://www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/StrathblaneKirk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWyTLcF0GRILUbpDpCbNnw


  

Above:  The Wakefield Family participating 

in the Christingle Service via Zoom.   

Right and above right:  The 

hand knitted angels created 

by the Guild adorning the 

Christmas tree and the 

church. 

Below:  Murdo delivers his 

online Christmas message 

and the virtual choir per-

form. 


