
He Came Near 
Rev Murdo Campbell, Minister 

Read: Matthew 1:18-21. 
“This is how the birth of Jesus 
the Messiah came about: His 
mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before 
they came together, she was 
found to be pregnant through the 
Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her 
husband was faithful to the law, 
and yet did not want to expose 
her to public disgrace, he had in 
mind to divorce her quietly. 

But after he had considered 
this, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary home 
as your wife, because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will give birth to a 
son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save 
his people from their sins.” 

 
After such a long period not 

seeing each other, we are enjoy-
ing meeting together in church 
each Sunday. There is nothing 
like a face to face personal en-
counter and being in each other’s 
company. If you have not been 
back to church since lockdown, it 
would be lovely to see you over 
the Christmas period. 

Maybe you, like me, provide 
bird seeds for colourful birds like 
blue tits and robins. One recent 
morning I noticed some left over 
bird seeds on the ground. A flock 
of sparrows was enjoying a hur-
ried feast. As I stepped toward 
the birds, they became uneasy 
with my presence. Another step, 

and their fear grew. When I was 
almost upon them, they swiftly 
flew away. 

For a few moments I stood 
there reflecting on what had hap-
pened. Why had those sparrows 
flown away? Why could I not get 
near to them? I had meant no 
harm. But then I realised that I 
was too big, too different. 

Another question came to 
mind: How could I walk among 
those birds without frightening 
them by my size and appearance? 
It would only be possible if I were 
able to become a sparrow and fly 
down among them. 

The spiritual analogy is clear. 
In Old Testament times God ap-
peared to people in various ways—
to Abraham through heavenly mes-
sengers, to Moses out of the burn-
ing bush. They were afraid because 
of God’s greatness and power. But 
centuries later the angel of the 
Lord appeared to shepherds and 
announced, “There is born to you 
this day in the city of David a Sav-
iour, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 
2:11). 
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Church Family   

The gift of Christ-
mas is that God 

became a man so that we would not 
be afraid to draw near to Him.! As we 
approach another Christmas season, 
remember Christmas is all about God 

Deaths    

Mrs Isabelle Callaghan*  30th October 2021 

Mrs Rosemary Buchanan* 3rd November 2021 

Mr Peter Young   5th November 2021 

Mr Fergus Wilson*  12th November 2021 

Mr Eric Strachan*   15th November 2021 

Mr David Duguid*  18th November 2021 

Mrs Marion Tyson   23rd November 2021 

* Denotes church members 

Session Report  Lynne James, Session Clerk 

Now the dwelling place of God is with 

men, and He will live with them and 

be their God.  Re 21:3 

Sent with our prayers:  Removed by certificate of transfer: 

Mrs Janet Carruthers   16th November 2021  

In the last few months since the last Corner-
stone, the session has been meeting in person, at 
first in the church, but this month we were able to 
meet together in the Kirkrooms. 

Meeting in church has had its challenges, as 
elders spoke through masks, and, as Session 
Clerk, I found myself trying to figure out what I 
THOUGHT I had heard, before admitting defeat 
and asking for repeat information. 

As ever, Keith Hyam has been working very 
hard as Fabric Convener and soon, for instance, 
the organ will be helped to provide its very best 
sound by a humidifier which is being installed 
within its workings. 

Keith has also been liaising with the new ven-
ture of the Outdoor Fun Hut. This is such a great 
addition to our Kirkrooms use and helps us make 
contact with many young families as they use the 
grounds and facilities. The families themselves 
must be very hardy given the number of times 
they have held their sessions in the pouring rain. 

We are also very grateful to Kathy Nordin and 
her excellent work as Kirkrooms Convener, as she 
is at the sharp end of ensuring everything is kept 
in order as the Kirkrooms open up more and 
more. 

While we are not quite back to the “old nor-

mal”, we are slowly building up to a “new 
normal”. Mask wearing and social distancing 
will remain for the time being. Mask wearing 
remains mandatory in churches throughout 
Scotland, and 1 metre of social distancing 
within our church building, is designed to 
make our congregation feel as safe and com-
fortable as possible as they return to the 
building on a Sunday.  

It has been such a blessing to welcome an 
increasing number of people as we all return 
to worshipping together as a church family. 

Karen Flashman has been a stalwart mem-
ber of the morning welcoming party, as has 
Nancy Mackie and while are very grateful to 
them for this,  it will be good to restart the 
rotas of door duties so they can be relieved 
from time to time. 

We are also very grateful to those others 
who are willing to take these door duties back 
on as they have in the past. 

Communion will, perhaps, be more recog-
nizable than it has been in these last few 
months. The traditional elements will be 
available on tables in the vestibule as you 
come in. This will replace the little “instant” 
cups that we have used for the last two com-
munions. 

wanting to know you and to be near you- 
to love you and to save you from your sins
- do not be afraid to let Jesus come near to 
bless you this Christmas. 

 

Murdo 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
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Christmas Cards Ella Hyam. Fellowship Group Convenor 
The Fellowship Group has reluctantly agreed NOT to 
hold our usual Charity Christmas Card Sale.  Instead 
here are some charities which you may want to sup-
port online: 
Barnardo’s , Children 1st, CHAS, Enable, Erskine, 
Leprosy Mission, Spinal Injuries, Strathcarron Hos-
pice, TearFund. 
Hopefully we’ll be back next year in person!  

Please note that Charity Christmas cards 

are available to buy in Strathblane Library, 

including Tearfund, Traidcraft, Strathcarron 

and Spinal Research.  

Remembrance Service  - Thank You  
Many thanks to everyone who participated in our ser-
vice of Remembrance on 14th November—both the joint 
service with St Kessogs at the war memorial and our 
church service.  We had a wonderful turnout from the 
uniformed youth organisations.  Thank you to all the 
wreath bearers, and to Andrew Wallace for piping the 
lament.  Those attending the outdoor service in an offi-
cial capacity were invited by the Kirk Session to have 
refreshments at Coffee at the Wilsons.  Paul and Jim at 
Coffee at the Wilsons very generously waived the bill for 
this, and we wish to express our thanks for this kind 
gesture. 
There are more photographs from the Remembrance 
service on the back page. 

A big thank you to all who donated to the Flower Fund during lockdown 
when we were unable to meet in Church. Thank you Lynne, and others 
who organised the safe delivery of the flowers during this difficult time. 

We are grateful that the Church is open so we can worship God together 
each Sunday morning. Many thanks to everyone who has arranged the 
flowers for these services. Thank you for all the donations in the Flower 
Box in the vestibule. 

The new Flower Board is ready for 2022 and is in the Church. 

Last year we held an online Christingle, and the moment when each Christingle was lit was a very moving 

one, as each small screen was illuminated with a representation of our Light of The World. 

This year, however, we plan to be back together in 

church, worshipping and celebrating the Good News of 

Jesus stepping into our world to be our light and Sav-

iour. 

Christingle bags will be given out to each person/

family at the door with all the materials needed, so 

Christingles can be made all together while seated. 

The service will take place at 4.30 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve, so all those who need to be tucked up in bed be-
fore midnight will be able to get safely home in time! 

Christingle Service Lynne James, 
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Used Stamps For The Leprosy Mission Marjorie Peddie 
The Leprosy Mission continues to collect postage 
stamps.  All types are useful.  Old stamp albums and 
collections are welcome too.  Liz Kerr really enjoys 
sorting them into various categories and brushing up 
on her Geography!  Please put your contributions into 
the post box in the church vestibule.  Thank you. 

Wednesday Prayer Time  Christine Cresswell 
We meet in the Kirk Rooms, 7-8pm, to pray for our minister, our church family and the ongoing work of 
the church, and our village. We remember those who are going through difficult times, those who are ill 
and the bereaved. Also, we pray for missionaries, governments and world situations. 
 
You don’t need to pray out loud, it is silent prayer, and God hears every cry of the heart. By gathering 
together it is a support for Murdo and each other. Everything is done in confidence, so if you have a pray-
er request please contact the minister or your elder. 

Like the disciples, we all need to ask, “Lord, teach us to pray.”  

Cuppa Time  Georgina Marshall 
It was with a feeling of great joy that we opened our doors again on 30th September.  We have been 
able to carry on where we left off in March 2020.  Sadly, some people are not well enough to join us 
now, but those who come along are glad to renew old friendships and welcome some new faces.  Our 
doors are always open to anyone who wants to join us on a Thursday afternoon in the Kirk Rooms from 
2pm for fellowship and friendship.  We have a small group of willing helpers, but would be grateful if 
some people could put their names on a rota to help out. 
Our Christmas Special will be on 16th December.  I hope as many as possible will join us on that day. 
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Blysthswood Care Shoebox Appeal  Margaret McIntyre 

I would like to say thank you to all who helped to 
make this year the best ever number of shoebox 
donations.  A total of 207 boxes were donated plus 
donations which totaled £650.50, which with Gift 
Aid amounts to approx. £812.50.  This will help a 
lot, and once again will cover transport costs, as it 
has every year.  God is blessing this work yet again. 

Thank you to Strathblane and Killearn churches, 
Ruth Reynolds and Hazel Campbell and Strathblane 
Brownies, to all friends and family—and if I have 
missed anyone, I apologise.   

My friend Emily Brown did the wrapping.  My 
friend Jean Cumming did the packing.  By the end of the project they were ready to wrap me and 
pack me off!  It has been fortunate that they both have a sense of humour.   

Just for the record, Anne Balfour missed being last with her box by a hair’s breadth.   
PS:  Can everyone ask friends and family to keep shoeboxes as I have to collect them all year to 

keep the project going.  Some shoes now come in gym bags which can also be used. Our grand-
children will be our best supplier - even small boxes help for new babies. 

Book Aid Margaret McIntyre 
Book Aid:  Christian bookshops providing Christian literature in areas of need. 

I am collecting Christian books and Bibles which will be delivered to a pick-up point in Bishopbriggs.  The 
books are then transported to warehouses in London where they are sorted, boxed and packed ready for 
shipment to Africa, Asia and the Caribbean where they will be appreciated. 

There is a great demand for the above by young people studying for the ministry, attending college, etc. 

Please let us give our surplus, which we surely all have, to help these communities. 

Sunday Club Lynne James 
So, for the past few weeks we have been meeting each week in a virtual environment.. a Zoomday 

Club as I have heard it described in other churches. 
I don’t know about the children, but I have undoubtedly enjoyed each session as the children have 

seemed so very enthusiastic at taking part. The new materials we have been using have been very inter-
active, and I must say a big thank you to parents who have picked up Sunday Club packs each week and 
patiently gone off to supply pens, scissors and glue..and the all important “parental guidance” to com-
plete crafts. 

All that having been said, I am delighted that we will all be back together in person from December 
and will, hopefully, be taking a small part in the service on 19th December. Again, it isn’t a case of nor-
mal service being resumed completely, but it is a step along the way towards that “new” normal. 
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No palace cradle for the Prince of Peace, 
no royal robes to clothe his tiny form. 

In humility and love he came, 
born in this lowly place 

where donkey and cow are kept and fed, 
their breath soft-warm, 

their hay his manger-bed. 
What Child is this? 

He left the glory of Heaven 
to dwell with us on earth! 

Now they gaze upon the beauty of his face, 
and she cradles him, soft kiss upon his brow, 

while angels, in the sky above, 
tell of his birth and praise his holy name.    

Christine Cresswell  

Christmas Gift Appeal  Nancy Sharp, Mission and Discipleship Group 
Wow!  What a wonderful response yet again to our 

Christmas Gift Appeal!  We are very grateful to everyone 

in the church and local community for their outstanding 

generosity in donating gifts for children in difficult cir-

cumstances.  This year these will be divided between 

Glasgow City Mission’s work with young people and the 

Salvation Army Christmas Gift Appeal.  As you know 

Strathblane Church has, for many years, donated toys 

and games for children to Prison Fellowship Scotland.  

Sadly, this year, we were advised by the Prison Authori-

ties that they were unable to accept these due to ongo-

ing Covid restrictions.  However, we are pleased that this 

year’s gifts are going to two very worthwhile causes and 

that they will be very much appreciated. 

Many thanks once again for your amazing kindness 
and generosity!   We wish you a very Happy Christmas 
and every blessing as we go into a new year. 
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Missionary News  Wednesday Prayer Group 

Yvonne Mildred:   The Land Project in Sandema has employed a 
small team of women. Yvonne writes: “The first day we invited 
them, they were sullen and weary.   They are young widows with 
children who face rejection and find life hard.  They expected us 
to exploit them.    We shared our core values with them. That 
God owns everything Psalm 24:1 That He made everything very 
good. Genesis 1:31.   We told them we wanted to help them live 
well.  They danced and sang.   Now as we work together, we 
talk, laugh, pray and care for one another.   It is an amazing 
joy.”     Pastors and church leaders in four towns want further 
training on God, worship and work. Yvonne has a small team of 
four, but as the geographic area for training increases, she asks 
for prayer for God to lead them to more trainers in more areas. 
They may need ten trainers by April 2022. 

Catherine continues with her work among North African women and their families in Spain.  She is  tell-
ing them about God and His love for them.  She is helping them to learn Spanish by showing them Bible 
stories on DVD and getting them to discuss the story they have seen. She takes weekly classes with var-
ious groups.  One group studied Ezekiel 16. It tells how God clothes us with honour and changes our 
hearts. 
These stories are followed by discussion.  They even ask if Catherine has any more stories like this.  She 
is making friends with the ladies and their families.  She phones them and visits them. She values pray-
er for them all.  She invites them to come to a Friday praise and worship time at the centre.  Some of 
them come and bring friends.  

Carolyn Kemp has now moved to Glenrothes where she already has some connections.  This ministry 
she leads has about 160 staff members.  Ongoing recruitment, training and supervising, as well as car-
ing for individuals and covering for absences combine to create a full diary for Carolyn.  We don’t know 
how much time this leaves for reading her new book (“The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry” by John Mark 
Comer), but pray for daily stamina and wisdom.   

James, Kirsty, Deborah and Susanna are happily 
holding up the cards that show they have been ac-
cepted as permanent residents of Hong Kong, giving 
them the right to live and work there without visa—
which may be useful in the future.  However, they 
are beginning to wind-down their present work, hav-
ing spent 15 years in China and Hong Kong, and 
plan to move to UK early next summer to direct the 
expanding diaspora ministry in place of Carolyn.  
Meantime, they say little of the present circum-
stances in Hong Kong. 

Lorna Furguson, Japan:  Beneath The Surface, the 30-page booklet 
on Japan, compiled by Lorna and colleagues, is now available.  It is col-
ourful, informative and very readable.  Lorna is hopeful that border con-
trols may be relaxed before long which would be good news for workers 
waiting to enter the country.  She has, with other members, been con-
sidering application papers for new candidates.  The field leadership 
team met for several days, as did Crisis Management Training.  She 
continues to give active support to her local church.  Youngest son 
Alistair has been submitting university application papers.  Before long, 
Lorna may find that all four boys have flown the nest. 
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It was with great sadness that we learned this month of the death of Eric Stra-
chan. 

Eric was ever a gentleman, and, indeed, in my experience, a gentle man. 
As a Session Member I appreciated his annual presentation of accounts which, 

far from being a dry account of figures, was often an opportunity for Eric, with a 
distinct twinkle in his eye, to display a dry sense of humour!  

That being said, he was never anything other than diligent in all he did in his 
years as Treasurer and we always knew we were in safe hands when our accounts 
were passed to, and subsequently passed by, an external auditor. 

As Session Clerk, and Tearfund Representative I came to know Eric a little bet-
ter, and was always impressed with his calm demeanour and kind attitude towards 
my sometimes haphazard paperwork! 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Jean and the family at this sad time. 
While we can be sure of his now being in the arms of a loving Father, it is still 

true that those of us left behind will mourn his loss here on earth. 

Eric Strachan Lynne James, Session Clerk 

Guild Sandra Ritchie 
For the next three years the Guild theme is Look Forward 

in Faith and we certainly have had a wonderful turn out for 
our afternoon Guild. Our numbers have been between 38 - 
43 and it has been nice to have the fellowship of so many. 
We started the year with a Musical afternoon which was a 
real treat and very much appreciated by all especially to 
hear live music again. Next we were transported to Chile 
which was a very interesting insight to David Scott’s travels 
and taught us a lot about that country.  Our travels for our 
next meeting took us to Maryhill and to the Beverly Hills of 
Strathblane.  Eric provided  for us a very informative and 
very amusing afternoon of some parts of his life and for this 
event we were rushing about getting extra chairs!  Our next 
meeting was an in house event with Christine selling her Ma-
lawi cards (photo left) and Christine Paterson our new Guild 
Presbytery chair encouraging us since in our Presbytery about 

10 Guilds are not start-
ing again which is very 
sad. She was also de-
lighted to meet so many 
friendly folk! We also 
had the afternoon knit-
ting angels and we hope 
to decorate some places 
in the church with our 
efforts! (photos right) 
Looking forward we have 
one of the Guild projects 
next - Pioneers Choco-
late Heaven and then 
our Christmas lunch at the Kirkhouse. 
Thank you to everyone who has supported the Guild since I know for 
some it has been a difficult decision to join people again.  We look 
forward to the future and would welcome everyone to join us on eve-
ry second Monday afternoon. 
Blessings to you all,   
From  the Guild Team.  
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December Services and Events 
Sunday 5th December 11am  Sunday Worship, Church 

Sunday 12th December 11am  Communion Service, Church 

Monday 13th December   Guild Christmas lunch, Kirkhouse Inn 

Thursday 16th December 2pm  Cuppa Time Christmas Special, Kirk Rooms 

Sunday 19th December 11am   Carol Service, Church 

Friday 24th December 4pm  Family Christingle Service, Church (see page 3) 

Friday 24th December  11.30pm Watchnight Service, Church 

Saturday 25th December 10.30am Christmas Day Family Service (Bring a toy to show us!) 

Sunday 26th December  11am  Sunday Worship, Church 

Regular Events 
Every Sunday: 11am Sunday Worship, church 

   Sunday Club (currently on Zoom, but hoping to be in-person from Decem
   ber) 

 

Every Wednesday: 11am Bible Study (currently on Zoom), Lynne James 

   7pm  Prayer Time, Kirk Rooms 

 

Every Thursday: 2pm Cuppa Time 

   7pm Bible Study, Wylma Dunbar 

Guild Programme 
Guild meet every second Monday at 2pm in the Kirk Rooms.  The schedule for 2022 is: 

 

10th January:   Michaela Foster:  Star Child Project 

24th January: Yasmin:  Dance for Older People 

7th February: Energy Saving—Sara 

21st February: Karen Gillan:  The Guild 

7th March:  Spring Outing (to be arranged) 

21st March:  AGM, Minister   
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A Remarkable Start to an Energy Project Blair Armstrong 
It is rare to discover a project which covers ener-

gy and at the same time has a spiritual dimension, 
but such was the case in one that I came across re-
cently. 

At the start of any significant high profile, high 
cost project there is an expected razzmatazz. All the 
‘great and the good’ are invited along to say nice 
things about the scheme. This time things were very 
different. There was no jollification, no party, just a 
simple and very moving service of prayer and dedi-
cation for all the staff led by the full time paid chap-
lain for the project whose task and responsibility 
over the next ten years is the spiritual and physical 
care of those who will work on the project - all five 
thousand plus!! 

You must be wondering what project could gener-
ate so much interest and resources? 

It is of course the multi billion pound Hinkley 
Point C Nuclear Power Station located in Somer-
set. On its completion in some ten years time it will 
be able to supply enough electricity to service the 
needs of almost fifty percent of the population of the 
United Kingdom. Could this be one of the answers in 
resolving our need to reduce global warming? 

Do I detect a sharp intake of breath from you at 
the mention of the word ‘nuclear’? 

If there is one thing that COP 26 has taught us all 
it is the need to explore every avenue that will gen-
erate energy without damaging our fragile planet. I 
would contend that nuclear could be one of these 

routes. Bearing in mind that  almost all our 
transport, heating ,lighting and anything me-
chanical will be driven by electricity in the future 
we will need to ‘up’ our generating capacity to 
provide for this vast increase in requirement for 
electrical power. 

Throughout my professional life I have been 
an ardent supporter of renewable energy in all 
its various manifestations, but I’m also a realist 
and aware of the shortcomings of renewables. In 
former days our generating requirements were 
met by five or six large coal or gas fired power 
stations with a life span of some sixty years. 
They were, however, powerful and reliable. In 
today’s power hungry world we are confronted 
by thousands of small scale power stations 
(wind turbines) located in remote isolated places 
including the North Sea where the turbines have 
to contend with  strong and violent winds and 
wild and stormy seas. Regardless of their short-
comings they are still good to have, although we 
must understand their limitations. To date it is 
estimated that the life span of a wind turbine is 
only nineteen years before it has to be replaced. 
We also have to recognise that there may be 
days when the wind does not blow, or alterna-
tively when it blows too hard and the turbine 
shuts down. So this power source is not depend-
able - a nightmare for those working with sensi-
tive equipment. 

Returning to the dedication of the Hinkley 
Point Nuclear Power station, what a marvellous 
way to commit the work and all the staff into 
God’s safekeeping! However, in doing so there is 
an assumption that use of nuclear alongside oth-
er renewable energy sources is in accord with 
God’s will for the future of our fragile planet. I, 
personally, believe that God gave us the ability 
to design and harness nuclear technology and 
that we should use it to the full. But whatever 
we believe about nuclear energy the challenging 
question stands: 

What are we as individuals and as a 
Christian Community doing to reduce global 
warming?               

Sunday 12th December 2021 
5.00 pm and 7.30 pm in Killearn Kirk. 

Two shorter concerts to accommodate requirement for smaller audiences. 
The Singers will be joined by musicians from the Music School of Douglas Academy and will feature works 

by Charpentier and Arnesen, as well as traditional Christmas favourites. 
 

Tickets (£10 adults, £3 under 16s and £25 family) available from choir members or email: 

 secretary@strathendricksingers.org.uk  

Strathendrick Singers Concerts 

mailto:secretary@strathendricksingers.org.uk
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Like many others in the congregation, I recently 

received a COVID booster vaccination. 
Booster vaccinations are not peculiar to COVID 

and given my only medical qualification is the First 
Aid Badge awarded during my time in the Boy's Bri-
gade many years ago, I had to undertake a little 
research into the reasons for administering booster 
vaccinations. Whilst some vaccines are effective for 
life, there can be circumstances eg if travelling to 
certain parts of the world, where it is necessary to 
receive additional vaccinations especially if  there is 
a possibility of contracting yellow fever or malaria. 
Apparently booster 'shots' train your body to recog-
nise the virus and defend itself. Probably the best 
known booster vaccinations are those offered to pre 
school children to enhance their levels of protection 
against various serious medical conditions. In addi-
tion, the seasonal flu' 'jab' has become an annual 
occurrence for many of us.  

As with the primary round of COVID vaccina-
tions, people hold conflicting views as to whether a 
programme of booster vaccinations is necessary 
and how effective it will be. In addition, there are 
those who argue that priority should be given to 
offering vaccinations to people in countries yet to 
receive a first vaccination rather than complement-
ing the two vaccinations already given to those of 
us in the more developed parts of the world. 

Whilst the terms 'boost and booster' are current-
ly being used in the context of COVID vaccinations, 
our daily lives can be enhanced through receiving a 
'boost'. This can take the form of hearing good 

news, recovering from an illness, enjoying a 
holiday, gaining new qualifications, winning a 
competition, being promoted at work, achieving 
success in some project or activity and so on. 
And yet, as I pointed out in a previous Corner-
stone article, the 18th century English physician 
Edward Jenner who developed the first vaccine, 
firmly believed that the message contained in 
passages of scripture provided human beings 
with something more fundamental than vac-
cines (and I would assume boosters). 

The origins of the word 'boost' appear to 
date from the 19th century and so it is not an 
expression you are likely to find in the bible, 
although there are many verses designed to 
offer individuals a 'boost' – usually in the con-
text of providing hope, strength and encourage-
ment eg Hebrews 13.5 'God has said: Never will 
I leave you, never will I forsake you'. 

However, as we move into the Advent sea-
son, there is an opportunity to experience the 
kind of 'boost' which is more significant than a 
short term fillip or indeed a vaccination. The 
traditions of Advent – be it through the lighting 
of candles, the readings, the carols, each hav-
ing their own significance - provide an oppor-
tunity to reflect on the 'Good News' brought 
about by the birth of Jesus. Unfortunately, 
through the media and advertising, it is more 
the case that the 'boost' which we are encour-
aged to focus on at this time tends towards the 
more commercial aspects of Christmas. Last 
year, the pandemic robbed us of the opportuni-
ty to share in the true gift of Christmas, whilst 
this year, although some COVID related re-
strictions will remain in force, churches will 
hopefully be more able to engage with their 
congregations and local communities in sharing 
the Christmas message. 

Unlike the discussions which have taken 
place around the pros and cons of accepting 
COVID booster vaccinations, let us hope that 
more people are willing to accept the invitation 
to receive and experience the benefits of a 
Christian booster as we celebrate the Christmas 
season in our church, our homes and beyond. 
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In Ibuluma, at the Foundation, the showers have 

been finished and are being enjoyed by the children. 
The latest container arrived last month with lots of 
donations including 200 pairs of football boots and 
strips. There was great excitement as the children 
proudly showed off their new team colours. More 
clothes and shoes have been gifted to children and 
soon the elderly will receive some clothes. Levison 
was able to visit the local health centre with three 
big bags of baby clothes & blankets which had been 
kindly knitted and donated. The new mums were in 
tears as they received beautiful, unexpected gifts for 
their babies. 

Four girls have just completed their secondary 
education, thanks to being sponsored. They are go-
ing to be working at The Foundation until they re-
ceive their exam results early next year. Depending 
on grades and what they would like to do, they can 
either work at the Foundation permanently or we 
can try to support them to apply for college. Spon-
sorship is having a huge impact on individuals, giv-
ing young people chances they wouldn’t previously 
have had. Currently, we are trying to match the pri-
mary school leavers with sponsors so they too can 
have their secondary school fees paid for them and 
continue their education. If you would like to help, 
then please get in touch. It’s £25 per month to 
sponsor a child. 

We are also asking people to support our eco 
project and buy some fruit tree saplings. Not only 
will this help the planet, but it will also provide a 
sustainable income and a future source of food for 
the hundreds of orphans and other vulnerable chil-
dren supported by The William Stewart Foundation. 
£10 will by 4 fruit tree saplings. My husband & I 
paid to plant some saplings last year in memory of 
my mother-in-law, and if anyone wishes to do the 

same, an area can be set aside with a sign with 
your loved one’s name. There are orange, lemon, 
avocado and mango trees growing. Can you help 
us plant a sustainable future in Malawi? We have 
vouchers you can buy as Christmas gifts with the 
fruit tree saplings as well as other meaningful 

gifts. Remember, with our charity, all money goes 
to Malawi, there are no salaries or admin fees 
here. 

At the start of October, we had a lovely after-
noon at the Kirkrooms when mum, Christine 
Cresswell, had an exhibition and sale of her 
beautiful paintings and cards. It was great to 
see and chat to so many people despite it be-
ing a very wet afternoon. Altogether, including 
additional donations, £1,200 was sent to The 
William Stewart Foundation to build an exten-
sion to the hen house. Now there is an incuba-
tor for eggs, the intention is to be able to sell 
some of the hatched chicks and hens as a 
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source of income for the Foundation. This is one 
way to help them towards self-sufficiency. Thank 
you to everyone who continues to support us and 
of course to my mum, Christine, for donating her 
time and skills to help the children in Malawi. We 
will show photos of this project when it’s finished. 

At the guild on 15th November, mum took her 
packs of cards with her. People were very gener-
ous with what they bought and the total was 
£150. This will provide an extra meal for the chil-

dren at a Christmas 
party. Thank you all 
for your help and 
support. 
To finish off, as I’m 
always hoping I’ve 
not taken up too 
much of Traci’s allo-
cated space in the 
magazine, we are 
putting books into 
primary schools local 
to the Foundation. 
Once the container 
arrived, Levison took 
17 boxes of books to 

the nearest primary school. The children have 
nothing at school. There are 8 classes, only one 
class has desks and chairs, the children sit on the 
floor in the other classes. Each class has between 
50 – 80 students. How can children learn to read 
with no books to practice? We boxed up donated 
books, sorted them into age groups and put zip 
lock polythene bags in to keep the books safe as 
the children take them home to borrow. Hopeful-
ly, books will become a part of everyday life and 
literacy levels will improve. We will keep in touch 

with the headteacher to monitor progress. The 
day after gifting the books, Levison was receiv-
ing phone calls from schools all around the north 
of Malawi asking for help. We will help one 
school at a time. It costs £15 to send a box of 
books on the container, and if you can help then 
please get in touch: 

 www.changinglivesmalawi.com .  
Every blessing for a peaceful Christmas and 

thank you again. Your support and prayers are 
very much appreciated.  

(There are more photos from Malawi on the 
back page) 

Recipe:  Scripture Cake 

1. 1/4lb Judges, Chap 5: verse 25 (last 

clause) 

2. 1/4lb Jeremiah, Chap 6: verse 20 

3. 1 dsp 1 Samuel, Chap 14: verse 25 

4. 2 small Jeremiah, Chap 17: verse 11 

5. 1/4 lb 1 Samuel, Chap 30: verse 12 

6. 1/2lb of the fruit of Exodus, Chap 15: 

verse 27 (chopped) 

7. 1 oz Numbers, Chap 17: verse 8 

(blanched and chopped) 

8. 1/2lb 1 Kings, Chap 4: verse 22 

9. 1/2 tsp 2 Chronicles, Chap 9: verse 9 

10. A pinch of Leviticus, Chap 2: verse 13 

11. 1 tsp Amos, Chap 4: verse 5 

12. 3 dsp Judges, chap 4: verse 19 

Method 

Beat 1,2 and 3 to a cream.  Add 4, one at a time, still beating.  Add 5,6 and 7 and beat again.  Mix 

8,9,10 and 11, add to mixture.  Add 12 and bake in 7 inch cake tin. 

Recipe provided by Joan McDougal, attributed to N Ferguson, Crossbost 

Oven temp 170oC 

Cooking time: 1 1/2 hours 
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Cornerstone and Communications  Traci Leven 

For the first 10months of 2021 and 2020 our giving may be compared as follows: 

2021 2020  Change Change

£ £ £ %

Non Gift Aid Envelopes 2,645 849 1,796       211.54    

Gift Aid 36,697 34,570 2,127      6.15         

Open Plate 1,837 1,589 248          15.61      

41,179 37,008 4,171      11.27      

Other Donations 1,467 2,127 (660)        

Gift Day 3,355 2,730 625          

Weddings/Funerals 500 350 150          

Total 46,501 42,215 4,286      

Our giving has held up remarkably well during the months of closure of the church.  The re-opening of the 
church has had a positive impact on the WFO envelope and open plate giving.  However, the giving over 
the last few years is as follows  
           £ 
  2021    46,501 
  2020    42,215 
  2019    54,060 
  2018    53,030 
 
I think we can all see that the trend is downwards and this must be addressed as the costs of running the 
church are unlikely to decline. 
 

We have a new PC in the church which is allow-
ing us to be a little more creative with the overhead 
projection.  If you have been in church, you will 
have seen that we have notices displayed before 
the service with information about upcoming 
events, thank you notices, etc.  We also continue to 
intimate notices in the weekly sheet.  If you have 
any notices you would like displayed on the over-
head and/or in the weekly sheet, please let me 
know by Thursday at the latest, and I will prepare 
these for the following Sunday.  My office hours are 
usually on a Friday morning.  Thank you to Ian, 
Paula and Nancy who have all agreed to take turns 
with me on the Sunday projection rota.  We would 
welcome  others to join us if you are interested. 

I can be contacted via the church email 
(strathblanekirk@gmail.com) even when I’m not in 
the office.  If you would like anything shared on the 
church Facebook or Twitter account relating to any 
church activities, I can do this on any day of the 
week.   

A reminder that if you miss a church service, or 
if you would like to hear any of the sermons again, 
sermon recordings are available on our website at 
https://strathblanekirk.wordpress.com/sermons/ or 
you can listen to the latest available sermon by call-
ing our special line 01360 606060 (calls are 
charged at a local rate if you are calling from an 
01360 number). 

 

Many thanks to everyone who has contrib-
uted to this edition of Cornerstone, and eve-
ryone who has contributed throughout the 
year.  It is wonderful to be able to share news 
about all the activities we are involved with in 
the church.  If you have not contributed be-
fore, you are very welcome to contribute in 
2022—photographs, articles, recipes, puzzles, 
notices, all welcome.  My thanks to Wylma for 
diligently proofreading draft copies of Corner-
stone throughout the year.  I live for the day 
I manage to get a copy to her and she 
doesn’t spot any mistakes—it’s never hap-
pened yet! 

Electronic copies of Cornerstone are shared 
by email and are available on our Website.  If 
you are reading an electronic copy, please do 
feel free to share this with anyone you know 
who may be interested in receiving it.  If you 
know of anyone who would welcome a paper 
copy and does not currently receive one, 
please let me know. 

Wishing all Cornerstone readers a happy 
Christmas and every blessing in 2022. 

Traci 



P A G E  1 5  

Minister 

Rev Murdo Campbell  

01360 770226  MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Session Clerk 

Mrs Lynne James  

01360 770547 lynnej1257@gmail.com 

 

Church Office and Cornerstone 

Traci Leven, church administrator 

01360 770418 (church office) 

07939 898722 (personal) 

strathblanekirk@gmail.com 

 

“Dial-A-Sermon” to hear the latest available 

sermon recoding:  01360 606060 

 

 

Church Website 

The church website is www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com.   

 

Facebook  

Like or follow our page ‘Strathblane Parish Church’ to see news and 

updates. 

 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter @Strathblanekirk 

 

YouTube 

Our YouTube channel is called ‘Strathblane Church’ - you 

can see all past services and Sunday Club videos there post-

ed during lockdown.  Subscribe to our channel to be notified 

of any new posts in future. 

Key Contacts and Social Media 

Treasurer 

Mrs Jean Strachan 

01360 770143 fastra@aol.com 

http://www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com


  

 

Remembrance Sunday 

Below:  photos from Changing Lives Malawi 

Above: A brother & sister receive new clothes 

Below: 17 boxes of books gifted to the local 

primary school 

Above: The completed shower block 

Below:  Baby clothes and knitting were deliv-

ered to the local health centre. 


