
God is Our Refuge and Strength 

Rev Murdo Campbell, Minister 
As we begin to ease out of lock-

down, I hope you and your family 

have been well, and 'survived' the 

lock-down. It is indeed a strange 

old world we have been living in 

these past months. As many have 

said before, it is, totally 

'unprecedented'. A special hello to 

anyone who has felt particularly 

cut off. As you get this newsletter, 

I am not sure what phase of the 

Government exit strategy we will 

be in, and who you might now 

have been able to meet up with, 

but I do hope you have been sup-

ported at this time and not felt too 

isolated. If people have been un-

well, I hope you are feeling better, 

and if Covid-19 has affected you or 

your family, my prayers are for 

your recovery. If anyone has suf-

fered any bereavement, I do ask 

the blessing of God's peace upon 

you and your family. Remember 

you can view the Sunday service 

online and that you can also con-

tact the church office if you would 

like to book a place in church on 

Sunday. 

In the meantime, may the 

words of the Psalm writer encour-

age us, he tells us, “God is our ref-

uge and strength, a very present 

help in trouble”. (Psalm 46:1) 

These short verses that begin 

Psalm 46 seem to aptly capture 

what we are feeling these days. 

The mountains are shaking; the 

seas are turbulent; Covid-19 has 

brought isolation; illness and bereave-

ment; governments and economies 

are shaken and everywhere we look 

there seems to be something else be-

ing turned upside down. 

Some days it feels difficult to even 

want to leave the safe, warm comfort 

of home. But I remember each new 

morning these words, ”God will help 

her at the break of day” and I arise 

knowing that God is my refuge and he 

will give me strength for the day. 

“To take refuge in” means that I 

trust God will take care of me. I trust 

that God will: 

…help me through these troubled 
times. 

…heal the sick. 
…calm my troubled mind. 
…help us to see that every person is 

precious to God. 
…make kindness and love more 

contagious than any virus. 
…set things as they should be and 

not as they once were. 
I also trust that as one of God’s 

children I am a 
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Church Family   

part of what will make the world a better 
place and I trust that God will guide me in all 
that I do as part of God’s work in the 
world. As we begin to move beyond lock-
down we will face days when we would 
rather stay in the safety of our homes, 
our rooms, and our “bubble”. And on 
some days that is just what we should 
do, but on other days we must face the 
world with confidence, knowing that we 
have a part in God’s work in the world 
and God provides us refuge and strength 
for that work. 

May God bless all that you do to 
spread love and kindness; to ensure jus-
tice, health, and welfare for all people; 
and to make earth a little more like 
heaven.  

(Verses 1-7) 

God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the 
earth give way 

and the mountains fall into the heart of 
the sea, 

though its waters roar and foam 
and the mountains quake with their 

surging. 
There is a river whose streams make 

glad the city of God, 
the holy place where the Most High 

dwells. 
God is within her, she will not fall; 
God will help her at break of day. 

Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 
he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 

The LORD Almighty is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress (NIV). 

 
Murdo Campbell May 2021 

Continued from front page.. 
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Deaths - church members     

Murray O’Donnell  6th May 2021 

Now the dwelling place of God is with 

men, and He will live with them and 

be their God.  Re 21:3 

See Pages 4 and 5 for the tribute to Murray O’Donnell  

Joan Lugton 
We were  also saddened to hear of the death of Joan Lugton, the wife of the late 

Rev George Lugton, former minister at Strathblane Parish Church.  Joan died  

peacefully on 17th April at the age of 85.  You may have watched her funeral 

which was broadcast online on 14th May, but it remains available to view at this 

link:  https://youtu.be/M_owzEhZO_U for three months. 

Thank You   Traci Leven 

Many thanks to everyone in the church family who has so kindly offered encouragement and support, 

and most importantly—prayer—through my son Murray’s recent operation, and his subsequent com-

plications and re-hospitalisation.  It’s been a tough couple of months, and he still has some recovery 

to go, but what a blessing and comfort to know both God’s love and the care of the church family.  

We were also very grateful for the lovely flowers.  Thank you.   



P A G E  3  Session Report  Lynne James, Session Clerk 

Marmalade and Jam for the William Stewart Foundation 
Margaret McIntye 

A friend of mine, Ruth Downham, approached me in late January 

with the offer of Seville oranges.  She had ordered them from Ardunan 

farm and received more than she needed.  I had to refuse them (Yes, 

believe me!  I did).  I had so many projects on the go.  She suggested 

that she would make marmalade with my donation of the sugar and 

jars and we could sell it for the church.   

I contacted Murdo who said that the William Stewart Foundation in 

North Malawi would be a good choice.  I donated my homemade jam 

too, and have raised £257 for the charity.   

Thank you to everyone who bought the goods which must have 

been enjoyed, as some came back for second helpings.   

Sunday Services 
 
On 11th April with great delight we opened our 

doors for public worship again.  
The weather was as sunny as we all felt and it was 
with real joy that we welcomed the first, albeit 
small, congregation into the building. 

We have continued to have priority places for 
those who cannot watch the sermons online, but 
we have now been able to increase the number of 
other places we can offer to any member of our 
church family. 

 There are now up to 11 spaces available each 
Sunday as we have been able to open up the gal-
lery. Several of these spaces can take two people 
from the same household so do please ring the of-
fice  on 01360 770418 if you would like to reserve 
a space.  Traci will pick up all answer machine 
messages on Thursday mornings, so please contin-
ue to ring the office by Wednesday evening at the 
latest. 

Murdo kindly records the same sermon for the 
online message, as those who attend hear so we 
are all connected at 11 a.m wherever we are! 

Keith has arranged a lovely screen for Tamara 
so that she can sing the hymns for us to enjoy dur-
ing the service. 

Everyone has been so good complying with the 
one way system and hand sanitizing and mask 
wearing so each Sunday feels very safe. 

God holds us all in the palm of His hand at all 
times, but as a church family it is very special to 
nestle into God’s house on a Sunday morning and 
listen to the Word of God person to person. 

 

Coffee After Church 
We still cannot join together yet to socialise in 

the church after the service, although that day 
may be coming soon as lockdown restrictions are 
lifted. 

The online coffee after church has been a 
great way of keeping in touch over many 
months, but, as people get out more and more 
and are able to meet up in person, or indeed are 
able to come to the live service, numbers are 
very small at coffee after church and it seems 
like a good time for these sessions to draw to a 
close. 

 So there will be no more Coffee after Church 
at home, but, God Willing, soon we may be able 
to have real coffee in our own church. 

 
Flower Ministry 
Over these last months we have continued to 

have flowers delivered to church family members 
to help celebrate birthdays, remind those who 
cannot come to church that they are much loved 
and prayed for members of the family, and to 
share in the sorrows of those who mourn or are 
going through tough times. 

We will continue with this ministry for the 
foreseeable future as there are no large flower 
arrangements in church and it is still safer to 
have flowers sent direct as some people may still 
be in need of being kept safe from too much 
contact. 

You can still donate to this fund should you 
wish to by contacting our treasurer Jean Stra-
chan (see back page for contact details). 

Tree Felling.. Continued  Marjorie Peddie  
Since the last Cornerstone was published, Spring has sprung and, at last we are free to go out.  
As we lift our eyes to the hills, there are now ewes with their lambs on the hills above the village. We 

have also seen deer in the newly planted woods, a mixed blessing to be sure as, whilst they are beautiful 
to look at, they can be  destructive pests if they come into our gardens. 

The Great Spotted woodpeckers have been very busy in many parts of the village, easily identified by 
their drumming sound as they peck into old wood. To our great joy, the Cuckoo's have returned once 
more, and are in good voice.  



Excerpts from Murray O’Donnell’s Funeral Service  
Murray O Donnell was born on 19th June 1943 at 1 

Ballewan Crescent, Blanefield. The 4th child and 3rd 
son to Charles and Winifred O’Donnell.  A brother to 
Jack, Elizabeth and Ernest.  

Murray attended Blanefield School and progressed 
to Balfron High.  He left there at the age of 15 and 
took up a motor mechanics apprenticeship with Ian 
McKeich at McKeich’s garage in Killearn.  It was here, 
whilst serving his apprenticeship, that he met his fu-
ture wife Ruby.  

Their courtship was confirmed at a dance held at 
Killearn Hospital where Ruby was accompanied by 
her friends Ella and Alec Ferrier.  Murray, being his 
bold and confident self, approached Ruby and said, 
somewhat presumptuously – “I’ll have the first and 
last dance please.”  That was 60 years ago and they 
would have been married 57 years this August.  

Murray completed his motor mechanic apprentice-
ship and then went on to work at McAuley and No-
ble’s Garage and Undertakers in Milngavie for approx. 
8 years before taking up a mechanics role at Alexan-
ders Bus Garage at Burnbrae.  During this time he 
would also work part-time as a barman at the Black 
Bull Killearn and the Kirkhouse Inn. 

At Alexanders he progressed under the wing of 
friend and neighbour, John Myles and achieved the 
role as Charge Hand Mechanic, supervising the ap-
prentices and time served mechanics until redundan-
cy.  He served 23 years with Alexanders.  

Following his redundancy he became self-
employed, taking over Lomond View Garage in Garto-
charn.  After 8 or so busy years he eventually locked 
up his tools, finding it too difficult to continue due to 
arthritis in his hands. Not being idle he found a new 
career at the Church of Scotland run, Ballikinrain 
School where he would enjoy his role as a Night Care 
Officer.  He had very fond memories of this position 
as he was able - with his ability to listen and not 
judge - build relationships with the boys who perhaps 
in some cases found themselves there as a result of 
circumstances they couldn’t control.  He built many 
friendships with the boys and could see the good and 
potential in every one of them. He was always willing 
to give you a second chance. Something they told 
him they were not used to.  

Following retirement from Ballikinrain Murray took 
a part time job with David Frood, driving the taxi for 
Strathblane children from outwith the village to 
school and back home again at the end of the day.  
He also drove the school dinners, prepared at Strath-
blane, to other outlying schools in the surrounding 
villages.  

Murray and Ruby were blessed with four children. 
All four children were christened at Strathblane 
Church where Murray and Ruby were also married.  
Alice was first born. Alice had complications after 
birth and had pioneering lifesaving surgery, per-
formed by local Neurosurgeon Alistair Paterson at 
Killearn Hospital.  Alice went on to have many further 
surgeries but was at home as soon as Murray and 
Ruby were allowed.  

Susan arrived next followed by Murray and Alan. A 
busy 4 years shall we say for Ruby!  They couldn’t 
afford a TV. 

The first Family home was at Lorne Place down 
Station Rd followed by a short period at Maryfield.  
They then moved to Milndavie Crescent where they 
were to stay for 14 happy years before moving to No 

2 Ballewan Crescent on the day of the Royal 
wedding, helped by friend and neighbour John 
Pollok with his works lorry.  Murray felt like he 
was home being back in Ballewan Crescent.  

Murray had many hobbies and interests and 
was very involved within the community. 

He was an active Mason attending Lodge Bu-
chanan Killearn No.1419 until lockdown prevent-
ed any further meetings taking place.  This was a 
blow to Murray as he was the Master elect and 
about to attain the esteemed office of Right Wor-
shipful Master of 1419.   

Murray also enjoyed many years of fun and 
fellowship at Strathblane Bowling Club spending 
many sunny evenings and wet weekends playing 
with his pals. He was no mean booler winning 
trophies and open tournaments and numerous 
raffle prizes, most years, throughout the neigh-
bouring villages.  

The Heritage Society:  Murray was extremely 
influential in its formation with Allison Dryden 
and was proud to be President for many years.  
He was very passionate and enjoyed researching 
all aspects of local history, selflessly giving his 
time to other local groups such as Mugdock 
Country Park.  He would arrange talks on a 
Wednesday evening in the Village Club and was 
able to use his well-honed negotiating skills to 
pressgang “volunteers” into speaking about top-
ics of local interest.  His enthusiasm for research 
would turn the spare room in No2 Ballewan into 
a story archive of files, books, photographs and 
local paraphernalia.   

The Blane Valley Players.  Murray never con-
sidered himself a Thespian but would enjoy the 
many weeks of preparation and rehearsing and 
the eventual thrill of performing. Never taking 
himself seriously he would don a wig and theatri-
cal greasepaint acting the part of Pantomime 
Dame in the annual village pantomime at the Ed-
monstone Hall.  

Murray also enjoyed taking on the role as 
Santa Claus at Strathblane Primary School.  He 
loved the wonder of Christmas and the excite-
ment expressed in the gaze of the wee ones 
when they saw him dressed up in the big red suit 
and fluffy white beard.  He would also arrange 
the annual Christmas Concerts at the Edmonston 
Hall for the local Pensioners Society, joining in 
with sing-songs and carols following a hearty 
festive lunch.  He also organized photo exhibi-
tions with Martin Shields and Dr Harrison.  Com-
munity was at the heart of what he held dear.   

Blane Valley Burns Club:  Robert Burns, our 
National Bard, was another great passion of Mur-
ray’s. He was a very active member for many 
years and performed many of the The Bards po-
ems, the Immortal Memory and Toasted the Las-
sie’s on many local Burns Nights at Strathblane 
Primary School.  

Murray will be missed by all who knew and 
loved him. His passing has left a great void in 
our community and in the lives of his wife and 
family. 
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Susan Kelly 
Just how do I start to write about this dear man? We are 

all familiar with the oft used phrases ‘ you always found 
him the same way ‘, that is true of Murray, ‘ you never hear 
a bad word said of him’, again, true. 

Murray at one time worked for David Frood driving the 
school taxi for children living outwith the village.  I can only 
imagine the fun and laughter on these journeys! He was a 
Night Care Officer at Ballikinrain school. I am sure he would 
be a calming influence in what could be chaotic lives. 

He was involved in so much in the village and beyond. 
The Blane Valley players which was started to give young-
sters ‘something to do’. He loved his bowls. His rendering 
of ‘Tam O’Shanter’ is legendary.  

He was indeed a wordsmith, writing many poems and 
plays. The poem written by him and read at his funeral 
‘DAE YE MYND LANGSYNE’ shows his love of the village and 
simple pleasures. 

In 1993, he, Alison Dryden, Dr. Harrison and Margaret 
Campbell formed the Strathblane Heritage Society.  Alison 
had written many leaflets about parish history and had in-
tended to publish a book but, sadly died before she could 
realise her ambition.  Mary Brailey and Murray edited Ali-
son’s work and published ‘ Strathblane 1870 - 1970: A 
Century of Change, which continued where Guthrie Smith’s 
history left off. 

The syllabus for the Heritage Society was wide and var-
ied, always planned by Murray.  The meetings were very 
relaxed, enjoyed by all and the wee cuppa at the end was 
much looked forward to! 

We shall miss Murray, a hard act to follow, but the Herit-
age Society goes on, we owe that to him.  

DAE YE MYND LANGSYNE 

 

I look doun frae the Gowk Stane 
Tae the valley o’ the blane, 
And I think of aw the things there was 
When I was just a wean, 
I see the bairns playin’ 
And wonder if they ken,  
Of ony of the games we played, 
And still say cock or hen. 
There was kick the can and hunchy, 
And chap door run, 
And if they nearly caught ye it was pairt o ‘ the 
fun, 
Wi’ a puddock in a pocket and worms in a tin, 
Showed them tae the lassies tae make them 
scream and rin, 
Plunked the schale tae howk the tatties 
And help tae stook the corn. 
 

I look doun frae the Gowk Stane 
Tae the place where I was born 
At Finlays o’ the Cuilt we gathered in the kye. 
And stood at the crossing gate tae watch the train 
go by, 
Then Telford’s shop for sweeties and aw the 
things we’d like, 
And tak a rin ower tae Stra’blane wi twa oan a 
bike, 
And Lena wi a telegram wad send you oan a trip, 
And hope the news was no’ that bad 
As ye waited for the tip. 
There was some that dain the milk, 
While others dain the papers, 
And some dain nothin’ much at a’ 
Their life was fu’ o capers. 
Wi gang huts doun the filters and pictures at 
Milngavie, 
And some dain some ither things 
That made their mithers cry. 
 
I look doun frae the Gowk Stane, 
Tae the valley o’ the blane, 
And I think of aw the things there was 
When I was just a wean, 
So play awa wee bairnies 
Frae Blanefield and Stra’blane, 
For the day will come when you will wish 
That you were just a 
wean.                                                                 
                      Murray O’Donnell 1994 
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The sale will be held at  Southburn Road, Robert  and Pat Taylor’s garden and 
grass verges as was the successful sale last year. It will begin at 10 o’clock 
on Saturday, June 5th. It will finish when all the plants are sold! 
The reason for this later date is slow growth due to cold weather but at the 
time of writing colour is beginning to emerge! 
 
The charities the Guild have chosen are 
the Church and Strathcarron Hospice. 
Should you have spare plants we would 
be delighted to take them off your hands 
for these worthwhile charities. 

Could we remind you, that although we are seeing signs of nor-
mality, we still must be careful. 

Thank you and God bless,    The Guild.  

The Later-Than-Usual Plant Sale The Guild  

Waiting for a Train   

He stood there, slightly apart from the crowd, 

large hands thrust into denim pockets, defiant, proud, 

 breathing heavily in the frosty air.  

I thought he looked the sort who’d cause trouble,  

aggressive, loud, ready for a fight.  

He’d probably drink all night and let his fists do the talking.  

Tall and thin, young, but looking pale and old,  

he was unaware of my critical stare,  

while worn Doc Martens beat a rhythm on the platform. 

Thick dyed hair in a neat ponytail emphasised high cheekbones;  

dark shadows under his eyes, the result of drink, 

something worse, or just a lack of sleep?  

Deep sighs, a furrowed frown, and earrings, more earrings, 

golden hoops, glittering stones adorning ears,  

piercing nose and brow.  

I wondered how he’d blow his nose if he had a cold….. 

             Then she came to him, burdened, weighed down;  

and as he turned, arms outstretched wide, holding the child,  

folding him inside the warmth of his embrace, 

suddenly, a smile transformed his vacant face.  

In his eyes I saw a tender love for the little one  

who cried, “Dadda!”   

So the train came, and, with his family, he disappeared from view,  

the man I’ll never see again, whose name I never knew. 

Christine Cresswell  
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Missionary News  Wednesday Prayer Group 

Catherine (in Spain), Catherine speaks of disappointments 
with glimmers of hope in the first part of 2021 and she thanks 
all of you who pray for the work.  Due to Covid, class numbers 
have been reduced but this has resulted in greater openness 
and bonding among those students who attend the classes.  
There have been some students who have been enthusiastic 
about  Bible stories and videos.  The team members have visit-
ed families and found family members open to films presenting 
Bible stories. As a result there have been new students joining 
classes  run by the team.  One team member has been asked to 
coordinate classes in a local school to teach mothers  Catalan, IT 
and parenting skills. The social worker who approached this 

team member commented that they wanted people who loved the North Africans and they were aware 
that this team of workers did indeed fulfil this requirement. 
Catherine intends to be part of this work in the school.  A homework 
club has been started at the centre  and volunteers from local church-
es are helping with this.  The team give thanks to God as they learn of 
more believers living and working in the area.  

James and Kirsty  will be pondering the new law in mainland China, with ef-
fect from May, by which the Communist State will create databases of people 
whom they permit to engage in religious activities, and in accordance with the 
State’s requirements.  Meanwhile, James has been seconded for four summer 
months to deputise as Assistant General Director, with wide ranging responsibil-
ities.  And for further thought, they have been approached about a new role 
when they transition to the UK within the coming year.  

Carolyn Kemp:  Change is coming soon for Carolyn Kemp as 
she and her colleague Mel move out of the large farmhouse that 
has been the team centre these past few years.  Carolyn hopes 
to have moved to Scotland by September, ready to start a new 
role with OMF in January.  In the meantime, she continues as 
Diaspora Returnee Ministry Field Director, while also praying for 
the appointment of her successor.  She finds encouragement in 
the signs of spring around her home where these are eight 
lambs in the garden!  This must also be a welcome break from 
her full diary of online activities. 

Yvonne Mildred:  The Land Project is progressing.  Yvonne writes, 
“I thank God that the borehole drilling is complete.  God gave us 
water, in abundancemotionale.  The final 2 hours of drilling were 
very emotional, with a lot of prayer going up as we waited to see if 
water was under the igneous rock.  The drill had used all 20 of its 5 
metre drill extensions; the drill mechanic had walked forward to 
switch off the drill; the contractor had filed a ‘dry borehole’ report 
with his office, the drill was within centimetres of its 100 metre lim-
it.  We were all disappointed  but still praying.  And then the water 
came – at the last moment.  I am told it is plenty, that we can 
pump 24/7 and it won’t go dry.  God has given us abundantly for 
both the demonstration farm and the processing unit.  We have a 
wonderful providing God.”  

Lorna Ferguson: In Tokyo, the state of emergency relaxed in March was re-
newed in May because of rising numbers of COVID cases.  Lorna finds the need of 
perseverance to cope with the ever-changing virus recommendations.  Missionary 
work continues often on a virtual basis to encourage churches and also potential 
new short-term workers.  Next leadership team meetings are planned for early 
June.  Meanwhile, Lorna tries to advise Calum in Florida who is hoping to change 
universities and Alistair who plans to go to university at the end of this school 
term.  

Lorna Ferguson 

Carolyn Kemp 

The Land Project, Ghana 
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Dear Friends, Since I last wrote, we have matched 

10 more children with sponsors. That’s now 55 children 
who know they have a brighter future. Each sponsored 
child receives a monthly food parcel (to supplement 
their family's food), soap, clean clothes, a blanket and, 
of course, the chance of secondary school education. 
Many more children are malnourished and waiting for 
sponsors. It only costs £25 a month to change a child's 
life. Please get in touch if you would like more infor-
mation or to help. This family has 4 children. The boy, 
Mwiza, has a sponsor but his three sisters do not. Their 
dad is ill and their mum spends her time caring for her 
husband and her disabled son and the girls, so they 
struggle as there is hardly any money or food going 
into this home. Life is hard.  

 

We have started an apprenticeship programme for 
25 young people, some of whom still need sponsors. 
They are learning agricultural skills and are making eco 
stoves for the villagers. The eco stoves are more fuel 
efficient, meaning they are better for the environment 
and also the villagers will spend less time collecting 
wood for their fires. They are safer for small children as 
they are more enclosed than typical open fires. The ap-
prentices are making the bricks themselves so are 
learning lots of new skills. We had a company sponsor 
the apprentices to make these stoves and we’ve also 
had a company provide money for an incubator to help 
hatch more chicks. Villagers will also be able to use the 
incubator to help them rear chickens. We are very 
grateful for the sponsorship of these projects and if an-
yone would like to sponsor or support any other pro-
jects going forward then please let me know. 

The new shower block is almost finished and the 
children at the centre have been watching the progress 
with great excitement. This was another of our fund-

raisers last year after installing the clean water 
supply. 

Maize is cheaper to buy just now and the 
feeding programme every Saturday uses 2 x 
50kg bag of maize. We are asking people to 
support this ongoing project by purchasing a 
50kg bag of maize for £15. The Foundation 

grows it's own crops but not enough to feed the 
hundreds of children who come for their one 
proper meal each Saturday. 

https://gofund.me/fb6d2ff0  
There is a container about to arrive in Malawi, 

that has been very delayed due to covid, and 
there will be great excitement when the children 
receive preloved school uniforms and see the 
football kits that have been sent. There have 
been more football boots and kit collected for us 
from The Black Isle and my husband, Stuart, 
met one of the donors in Perth last week to re-
ceive football kits and approx 200 pairs of foot-
ball boots and trainers! The children will be 
amazed when all those boxes arrive. People are 
being very generous in supporting us to support 
the children. 

The School Literacy Project is doing well as 
we continue to collect and sort books into differ-
ent age groups to gift to schools. How can chil-
dren learn to read if they have no books to prac-
tice? We want to raise reading levels throughout 
that area in Northern Malawi and give these chil-
dren a real chance to succeed. Each box of 
books or football kit costs £15 to send on the 
container so any donations are very welcome. 

I could go on and on as I’m so passionate 
about changing lives for these children who have 
nothing, but Traci might not ask me to contrib-
ute again if I take up too much room! ....instead 
I’ll direct you to our new website where you can 
catch up with all the latest news from Ibuluma, 
Northern Malawi.  

Thank you again for your interest and sup-
port. Every blessing, Sarah Black (Christine 
Cresswell’s daughter) donations can be made by 
cheque to: ‘Friends of The William Stewart Cen-
tre Malawi’ or via our website. https://
fwscmalawi.org/  

https://gofund.me/fb6d2ff0
https://fwscmalawi.org/
https://fwscmalawi.org/
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The COVID Journey and Beyond Ian Mills 

A year ago I wrote what I thought was a one-off 

article for Cornerstone on the experience of being in 

lockdown as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. Little 

did I realise that four editions of Cornerstone later 

there would continue to be issues relating to the pan-

demic which have prompted further reflections. 

A number of commentators have likened our expe-

riences over the past year to being on a 'journey' - 

albeit uncharted and unplanned - which following the 

availability of vaccines has now become the 'road to 

recovery'. The travelling analogy is even reflected in 

the current political rhetoric of setting out a 'roadmap' 

along which we can hopefully progress as restrictions 

are eased and a return to so called 'normality' is pos-

sible. In addition, we have a 'traffic lights' system now 

being introduced to regulate trips abroad. Our 

'journey' during the past year has led to situations 

which have proved difficult for many people  in terms 

of personal/family circumstances, education/work re-

lated/financial issues etc, along with a general inability 

to participate in the range of activities and pursuits 

which were previously taken for granted. These expe-

riences have also impacted on the life of our own 

church where we are grateful for the commitment 

shown by the Minister, Kirk Session and others in en-

suring congregational and spiritual links have been 

maintained. 

For most of us, a journey – at least of some length 

– is the subject of advance preparation. The destina-

tion and likely time required to get there is known 

along with the mode of transport. Who are we travel-

ling with? Who are we going to meet either on the 

way or at our destination? Will we see new places? 

What do we require to take with us – the list is end-

less. In complete contrast, our COVID journey was 

unplanned. No one knew how long it would take and 

even now the timing and destination remain unclear – 

not so much geographically, but more in terms of the 

sort of life experiences which will become 'the new 

normal'. For all of us, the journey has been dictated 

by responding to government regulations which de-

spite having the health of the nation as the main pri-

ority, have resulted in changes to lifestyle and regular 

routines which many people have found difficult to 

cope with.   

The journey through the pandemic has been sus-

tained by the anticipation of again being able to en-

gage with family and friends face-to-face, of having a 

more settled work routine, of resuming our social and 

recreational activities and so on. However, we are now 

being advised that whilst the worst effects of COVID-

19 are receding, there is likely to be a continuing need 

to comply with certain behavioural patterns brought 

about by the experience of the pandemic. In addition, 

a range of new ways of working and communicating - 

an obvious example being the increased use of online 

platforms - have been introduced in the past year 

which some people may regard as an improvement on 

previous practice. Robert Louis Stevenson is at-

tributed with the quote 'To travel hopefully is a 

better thing than to arrive'. As our COVID jour-

ney progresses and we can look forward to 

'arriving' at those destinations which were key 

elements of our lives pre pandemic, will the re-

ality of 'arrival' match our 'hope' whether it is in 

resuming contact with family and friends, 

changes to workplace/educational environment, 

re-engaging with a range of social and recrea-

tional activities and of course participating in 

the life of our congregation and church within 

the community. 

As we reflect on our COVID journey and look 

beyond the current situation with an under-

standable degree of trepidation and uncertainty, 

we are again drawn to the messages which un-

derpin our Christian faith. Although there are 

many examples of verses in the bible which re-

late to journeys, the familiar words of Psalm 23 

'For you are with me, your rod and staff they 

comfort me' seem to convey the necessary con-

fidence and reassurance as we 'arrive' at our 

post COVID  destination. 

In the last edition of Cornerstone, I quoted 

the opening line of Amanda Gorman's poem 

'The Hill We Climb' delivered during President 

Biden's inauguration ceremony. 'When day 

comes we ask ourselves, where can we find 

light in this never-ending shade?' and suggested 

that whilst the availability of vaccines may be 

regarded as 'light' within the 'shade' of the pan-

demic, the real 'light' lay in the Christian mes-

sage contained in the scriptures. As we now ap-

pear (at least in this country) to be moving out 

of the 'shade', it may be the closing lines of the 

poem are also relevant 'For there is always 

light, if only we're brave enough to see it, if only 

we're brave enough to be it'. 

As we hope and pray our COVID journey is in 

its final stages and we can move on, let us be 

'brave' and follow the 'light' conveyed to us 

from the teaching of the gospels and the mes-

sages Murdo has shared with us regularly over 

the past year. 



P A G E  1 0  Treasurer’s Report  Jean Strachan, Treasurer 

For the first 4 months of 2021 and 2020 our giving may be compared as follows: 
 

 
 
 
When we compare the above figures we must take into account that April 2020 had very little from WFO 
envelopes because the Church was closed and that April this year when the Church re-opened has a num-
ber of contributions through the WFO scheme that relate to 2020.  Other aspects relating to the method 
and timing of donations also make comparisons difficult.  The figures are therefore not directly compara-
ble.  If we look back to 2018 (£20,648) and 2019 (£19,721), I think you will agree that our giving for the 4 
months is probably showing a declining trend. 
 
On balance, I think we have been very fortunate that our giving has held up so well during these difficult 
times.  Thank you to everyone who has continued to support the Church and help pay the costs of main-
taining the ministry here in Strathblane. 

2021 2020  Change Change

£ £ £ %

Non Gift Aid Envelopes 465 262 203          77.48      

Gift Aid 16,981 14,207 2,774      19.53      

Open Plate 291 1,334 (1,043)     (78.19)     

17,737 15,803 1,934      12.24      

Other Donations 552 576 (24)           

Weddings/Funerals 0 200 (200)        

Total 18,289 16,579 1,710      

Tearfund Lynne James 

Some of you may know that Tearfund are one 
of the fourteen major charities which make up 
the Disasters Ememrgency Committee. These 
charities include, Oxfam, ChristianAid, Cafod and 
British Red Cross. All chosen because they al-
ready have connections on the ground in areas 
of disaster. 

As you can imagine, the terrible situation in 
India with coronavirus is the current urgent fo-
cus of the DEC and, if you feel you would like to 
contribute to their work you can donate online at 

Dec.org.uk 
Tearfund has also produced an uplifting re-

source called “World of Difference” and recently 
produced a ten day bible devotional with bible 
verses and stories of people throughout the 
world overcoming seemingly impossible obsta-

cles. 
They have ten suggestions on how to keep on 

keeping on through these troubled times.. exam-
ples are: 

See yourself as God sees you  Accept that 
change is part of life   Pray and build your resili-
ence your own way. 

Each suggestion is underpinned by a Bible verse 
and I will leave you with these two 

Psalm 46 v1 
God is our refuge and our strength, an ever pre-

sent help in trouble 
And 
1 John 4.16 
And so we know and rely on the love  God has 

for us. God is Love. Whoever lives in love lives in 
God, and God in them. 

Such great encouragement for all our tough 
times, whatever and whenever they may be. 

Cornerstone and Communications Traci Leven 

This edition of Cornerstone has again been produced and distributed electronically, but hard copies 

are available for those unable to access it by email or via our website.  Please let us know of anyone you 

know who would appreciate a paper copy.   

Many thanks to everyone who contributed to this edition.  Please note that the deadline for contribu-

tions to the Autumn edition is Saturday 21st August. 

A reminder that we provide Murdo’s daily ‘thoughts of the day’ on our Facebook Page ‘Strathblane 

Parish Church’ and on our Website on our blog page ‘Our messages during the Coronavirus period’.  Our 

website is www.strarthblanekirk.wordpress.com.  This is also where the online Sunday Services can be 

viewed.  We are able to provide printed copies of the thoughts of the day, and CDs or DVDs of the online 

services—please let us know of anyone you know who would appreciate any of these.   

https://Dec.org.uk
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Minister 

Rev Murdo Campbell  

01360 770226  MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Session Clerk 

Mrs Lynne James  

01360 770547 lynnej1257@gmail.com 

 

Church Office and Cornerstone 

Traci Leven, church administrator 

01360 770418 (church office) 

07939 898722 (personal) 

strathblanekirk@gmail.com 

 

 

Church Website 

The church website is www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com.  For Murdo’s Thoughts 

for the Day, see our page ‘Our Messages during the Coronavirus Period’.  This is also 

where the Sunday service videos are posted.  

 

Facebook  

Like or follow our page ‘Strathblane Parish Church’ to see news and 

updates, including Murdo’s Thoughts for the Day. 

 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter @Strathblanekirk 

 

YouTube 

Our YouTube channel is called ‘Strathblane Church’ - you 

can see all our services and Sunday Club videos there.  

Subscribe to our channel to be notified of new posts. 

Key Contacts and Social Media 

Treasurer 

Mrs Jean Strachan 

01360 770143 fastra@aol.com 

http://www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com


  

Photographs taken of our 

church by local photogra-

pher, Chris Bell, which 

have been used in our 

online services 


