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Tuesday 

Read Mark 14:66-72 

Unless A Grain 

 

And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, and seeing Peter 

warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” But he denied it, 

saying, “I neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the 

rooster crowed. And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one 

of them.” But again he denied it. And after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you 

are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do 

not know this man of whom you speak.” And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter 

remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 

And he broke down and wept. Mark14:66-72 



Few things are more negative than “death.” Death is seen as the end of something—the end of life, 

bringing with it much defeat and bitterness. Death is to be avoided at all costs. But the Bible, at times, 

tells a different story: “You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies” -1 Cor. 

15:36. “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but 

if it dies, it bears much fruit” - John 12:24.We see this every year, all around us as the autumn 

approaches. The leaves change and the flowers fade as the cold hand of death takes hold of them yet 

again. Old things are dying to bring about new life. It is a strange cycle of mourning and rejoicing that 

makes up our days. Death brings life, or it at least has that potential. In many ways, this is the very 

journey of Easter: death to life. Just as the food we eat must first die in order to sustain our life, so the old 

self (apart from Christ) must die daily to give birth to the new self. We put to death our self-centeredness 

and we are raised to life in Jesus. We deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow him. Death brings life. 

Death is a looming and scary thing. But the love of God toward us in Christ compels us not to be afraid of 

death and what it will cost us. God held nothing back, but rather, gave up his own son for us. Surely he 

will also return to us life abundantly. And that abundant life is this: gaining Jesus, being with and 

following him. The process of dying to ourselves and our own agenda helps us to locate our treasure (life, 

joy, purpose) in Jesus. Easter reminds us that true life is found in Jesus. When the seed of God – Jesus – 

fell into the ground and died, he became not just our creator but our redeemer and our seed of life. As we 

die to ourselves we get more of him and in turn more of who we are created to be. When you truly grasp 

the death of Jesus, when the truth and beauty of all that Jesus gave up for you sinks into your life, you 

will joyfully give up all you have and are to follow him.  

When I survey the wondrous cross 

 On which the Prince of glory died 

 My richest gain I count but loss 

 And pour contempt on all my pride.  

Were the whole realm of nature mine  

That were an offering far too small;  

Love so amazing, so divine demands my soul, my life, my all. 

[Isaac Watts] 

 

Questions 

1. What attitudes, desires, and tendencies toward self-centeredness are present in your life that you need 

to put to death? 

2. In what areas of your life are you unwilling to give up control in order to follow Jesus? 

M Campbell 2021 

 


