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Saturday 

Read Mark 15:42-47 

 

And when evening had come, since it was the day of Preparation, that is, the day before the Sabbath, 

Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council, who was also himself looking for the kingdom 

of God, took courage and went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate was surprised to hear that 

he should have already died. And summoning the centurion, he asked him whether he was already dead. 

And when he learned from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the corpse to Joseph. And Joseph 

bought a linen shroud, and taking him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud and laid him in a tomb that 

had been cut out of the rock. And he rolled a stone against the entrance of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and 

Mary the mother of Joses saw where he was laid. Mark 15:42-47 

 

Tomorrow is a celebration. Tomorrow is also the acknowledgement of the “already, but not yet” tension 

of the gospel. “Already, but not yet” is a phrase that theologians often use to describe the reality of the 

current age we live in. On the one hand, the kingdom of God has already come in the person of Jesus. 



This is Good News! As the incarnate God-man, he died on the cross so that through his death and 

resurrection he might destroy Satan, sin, and death - Heb. 2:14. On the other hand, the perfect kingdom 

toward which he pointed awaits his personal return to earth. Until then, we experience the tension of 

living between the “already, but not yet” aspects of the kingdom of God. Easter is a celebration of this 

beautiful tension: There is real life right now for those who trust in Christ. Justin Holcomb provides the 

following list: 

1. We have new hearts (2 Cor. 5:17)  

2. We have been made alive with Christ (Eph. 2:5)  

3. We have received a spirit of adoption -Rom. 8:15-16. But there is more to come that has not yet been 

fully realized.  

4. We will have transformed bodies, not just hearts -2 Cor. 15:50-55. 

5. We will be resurrected like Christ -Rom. 6:5. 

6. We will experience the fullness of being adopted by God -Rom. 8:23.  

  

The salvation that God brings is here! It is finished, and it is coming. Our hope is in Jesus who 

accomplished for us the “already, and yet to come.” Jesus, through his death, has already delivered his 

people from slavery to sin. Jesus, through his resurrection, has already conquered death, our worst enemy. 

But Jesus has not yet allowed us to experience a world without sin, death, and brokenness. He has not yet 

established his kingdom in full. His promise is to come back and do so. Until then, we walk by faith in 

him. We look in hope to his coming, knowing that God does not fail to deliver on his promises. Because 

he was faithful in the already, we can trust that he will be faithful in the not yet. Jesus has inaugurated the 

reign of God so that the age to come has invaded the present age. One day, however, at the appointed 

time, the present age will finally give way to the fullness and completeness of the rule of God in Christ. 

He will usher in his kingdom in full—a new earth where only righteousness dwells. A land of 

promise—where there is life, abundance, satisfaction, delight, and rest. “Behold, the dwelling place of 

God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 

them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall 

there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away”- Rev. 21:3-4.  

Questions  

1. How have you seen God work in your heart and mind through this Easter journey? 

2. In what areas of your life do you most long to experience greater transformation through the victory of 

Easter? 
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