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Wednesday 

Read Matthew 21 v 23-27 

Who Has Authority 

After a night in Bethany Jesus went back into the Temple again, and this passage is part of a much longer 

question-and-answer session with the authorities, alongside parables addressed to a wider audience, demonstrating 

that Jesus was determined to get his message across even at this late stage in his earthly life. It is no surprise that the 

Pharisees and Sadducees wanted to know by whose authority he was acting in such a way and where this authority 

came from, yet their concern in asking was probably less about answering the question of who Jesus was, but rather a 

desire to entrap him. 

Jesus was not ready to tell them that his authority came from, it was derived from being the Son of God, because he 

knew that would only hasten his journey to the Cross, so he answers one question with another, a common method 

used in rabbinic debate. The Jewish authorities were on the back foot. If they agreed that the ministry of John the 

Baptist was from God then by inference they had to accept the possibility that Jesus was the promised Saviour, as 

John was a witness to that (the lamb of God.) If they denied John’s ministry, then they would face the anger of the 

ordinary people who were convinced that John the Baptist’s authority came from God. One of the duties of the 

Sanhedrin was to distinguish between true and false prophets, and here their response indicated failure. 

I tell you that something greater than the temple is here. If you had known what these words mean, “I desire mercy, 

not sacrifice,” you would not have condemned the innocent. For the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.’’ Matthew 

12:6 

Questions 

1: Why didn’t the Jewish leaders ask the question that was really in their minds, namely -‘Are you the Messiah?’ 

2: How important to the success of Jesus’ mission was the ministry and mission of John the Baptist? 

3: Have you ever had a sense of God’s planning in the way your life and faith have developed? 

4: Where are the ‘dens of robbers’ exploiting people today? 
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