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Monday 

Read Matthew 21:12-13 

Into the Temple 

The Temple at Jerusalem was a centre of pilgrimage and tourism, described by Roman writers as one of the world’s 

most amazing buildings. The actual Temple itself was quite a small building within a larger complex, containing as it 

did the Holy Place and the inner sanctuary (or Holy of Holies) into which only the High Priest could enter once a year 

to offer a sacrifice for the sins of the people. This was then surrounded by a large open space containing various 

courtyards with barriers to exclude women and gentiles. 

The first to be entered was the Court of the Gentiles into which anyone could come, but no Gentile could go beyond. 

Then, via the Beautiful Gate were the Court of the Women, the Court of the Israelites and lastly the Court of the 

Priests. It was from here that the High Priest would have access to the most holy place. 

In the outer Courts were money changers converting Greek and Roman coins into temple currency, allowing Jews to 

pay the annual half-shekel temple tax, along with traders offering animals for sacrifice, and all no doubt making a 

hefty profit to the detriment of the poor. 

It was possible to buy sacrificial animals cheaper outside the Temple walls, but these would have to be inspected once 

inside to ensure they were ‘without blemish’. 

The system was open to abuse, even though there may have been many honest traders operating in what was 

essentially a bustling marketplace filled with the noise of buying, selling and bargaining. 

Anyone entering the Court of the Gentiles hoping to find somewhere to worship would find it difficult to find space 

and quiet. 



 

Jesus’ first words are taken from Isaiah 56:7 where the prophet looked forward to a time when the temple would be 

called a house of prayer. Now with the dawning of the Messianic Age Jesus finds a ‘den of robbers’, words from 

Jeremiah 7:11. The Temple was not fulfilling its God- ordained role as a witness to the nations, instead becoming like 

the first temple, a symbol of a belief that God would protect his people irrespective of their behaviour or attitude. 

With echoes of Malachi 3:1 and for those with eyes to see, Jesus inferred a claim to authority over the Holy Place, but 

the implications of this would not become clear to any but Jesus just yet. 

‘These I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices 

will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all nations.’ (Isaiah 56:7) 

 

 

Questions 

1. What do you think was Jesus’ real motive for his actions within the Temple, can that speak into our lives today? 

2. There was a lot going on within the Temple walls. What is the role of the church among the community it is 

situated within? 

3. Are you able to find a quiet time to worship God, and if not how could that be achieved? 
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