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Wednesday 

Read Mark 11:1-33 

A Welcome and a Challenge 

The nearer he gets to Jerusalem the more open Jesus becomes in declaring his messiahship. There is less 

time for teaching, speaking in parables and trying to get his followers to understand who he is and what 

their response should be. So now there will be a very public entrance into Jerusalem, one which will fulfil 

a prophecy concerning Jerusalem’s king coming ‘righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey’. 

Zechariah 9:9. There was already a steady stream of people entering through the city gates for the 

Passover Feast, many of whom would have heard of Jesus, maybe even witnessed the miracle of 

Bartimaeus being given his sight, and they wanted to see what Jesus would do next. They may be 

expecting a different Messiah, a military king, but they welcome Jesus into the city in the traditional 



manner, with cloaks and branches spread on the ground before him. The song they sing is not only one of 

welcome, as ‘Blessed is he who comes’ is part of the Hallel sung at all Jewish religious festivals, 

particularly Passover, and in this context has real messianic implications, with Mark adding the line about 

the kingdom promised to David’s Son -Psalm 118:26. Mark adds something else, he tells us that just as 

the day was drawing to a close Jesus made a thorough inspection of the temple courts and buildings, 

acting as someone who had the authority to do so, before spending the night in Bethany. 

On the walk back into Jerusalem there is the encounter with a fig tree (a familiar Old Testament picture of 

the Jewish nation), bountiful with leaves (which suggested fruit) but barren and therefore cursed by Jesus 

for promising much but providing so little – a reference to the current spiritual state of the nation. 

Then Jesus enters the temple courts and for the second time Jesus -John 2:14-16- directs his anger to those 

who demonstrate disdain for the temple and exploiting those coming to pray. We are told that the chief 

priests and teachers of the law were afraid to act because of the enthusiasm of the crowd, but later they 

find an opportunity to question Jesus about authority. What gives him the right to say and do these things? 

 

Questions 
 

1. Jesus seemed very keen to connect his life and mission with Biblical prophecy. Why? 

2. The fig tree seemed to offer much but did not deliver. It was a picture for its time, but is it relevant for 

the Church in any age? 

3. The disciples struggled earlier with a healing, and in verse 24, Jesus says of prayer, ‘Whatever you ask 

for in prayer, believe you have received it, and it will be yours’. How easy is that for you to do today? 

4. The people welcoming Jesus sang well-loved words. What is your favourite Easter hymn? 
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