
Strathblane Parish Church Of Scotland 

Easter Bible Study To Use Individually Or In Groups 

 

 

Tuesday. 

Read Mark 10:32-52 

A little clarity 

It should not have been a surprise to anyone journeying with Jesus that the road they were travelling on 

would lead both to death and resurrection because Jesus had hinted at what was ahead, but experiencing 

this reality first-hand was no easy thing for the disciples. 

Here, Jesus makes it very clear, when he tells his disciples that the Jewish leaders would be responsible 

for his death, with the Gentiles playing a part too, they would mock him, spit on him, and flog him prior 

to execution. 

The reaction of two of his disciples shows a complete misunderstanding of what is about to happen. 

James and John are looking forward to joining Jesus in a Messianic kingdom they passionately believe is 

just around the next twist in the road, just over the horizon. As they anticipate Jesus reign they express a 

desire to sit one either side of him in His Kingdom. Jesus offers no such commitment, but continues his 

teaching, telling them that better than seeking power and position is a willingness to suffer and serve for 

the sake of His Kingdom. In fact, both these disciples would end up suffering for their faith; James killed 

by the sword and John exiled to Patmos. 



You don’t find true greatness, says Jesus, in the way Gentile rulers lord it over their people, or occupying 

seats at the top table, but in serving God and others – a great paradox of the kingdom of God that the 

disciples had not yet understood. 

And then, some fifteen miles northeast of Jerusalem, there is a ray of hope as they walk through Jericho 

on a pilgrimage towards the Feast of Passover, and a blind beggar calls to Jesus as ‘Son of David’, a 

messianic title. The crowds try to silence him, but Jesus hears his plea for help, calls to him and asks 

that all-important question, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ the same one that he asked James 

and John and a question Jesus asks us today- What do you want me to do for you? Health, wealth, 

healing or eternal life and salvation- what will you ask Jesus for today.  Bartimaeus had only one request, 

‘Rabbi, I want to see!’ 

The Jews believed there was a connection between salvation and physical wholeness, and in this miracle, 

we see both healing of body and salvation as Bartimaeus follows Jesus along the road to Jerusalem. 

Questions 

1. The only one who knew what will happen over the next few days was Jesus. Yet he kept on teaching 

and encouraging his disciples- kept on doing the work the Father gave him. How easy do you find it to 

put bad news to the back of your mind and carry on as normal, what are your coping strategies? 

2. James and John, on their own or accompanied by their mother (Matthew 20:20ff) ask Jesus a question. 

This could be a loving mother wanting the best for her sons, or their own ambitions, but what is so wrong 

about it? 

3. How does Jesus’ question to Bartimaeus fit into your thoughts about prayer? 

4. Does Jesus know what you want him to do for you today? 
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