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Monday 

Read Mark 9:2-32 

Approaching Jerusalem 

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had seen 

until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. They kept the matter to themselves, discussing what ‘rising 

from the dead’ meant. Mark 9:9-10 

 

One issue we have when reading a Bible passage is understanding what it was like for the individuals 

involved, and here is a case in point, as the disciple’s journey of faith with Jesus approaches the point of 

climax in Jerusalem. What was it like to accompany Jesus on a walk up a mountain and suddenly have a 

vision of Elijah and Moses conversing with him? What was it like to have such a close encounter with 

God and things unseen? What was it like when a crowd appears, expecting demons to be cast out from a 

young boy as Jesus did recently, but then gets agitated and argumentative when his disciples fail to do the 

same? The problem is that we have the historical record in front of us, whereas they are in the thick of it 

and unclear what happens next. Faced with Moses and Elijah, Peter’s instant response seems to be, here 

are three important people who need a tent to meet under, Peter may have been thinking of a house in 



which they could worship God together. The vision that God gave was meant to help bring some clarity to 

the disciples minds, Moses, the lawgiver, and a famous prophet presenting Jesus as the one to whom they 

had long pointed. To emphasise this, God takes Moses and Elijah away and leaves Jesus alone with the 

words, ‘This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!’ These words echo words from 

Deuteronomy 18:15-19. 

Then Jesus talks of ‘rising from the dead’ and Elijah having come as a forerunner to the Messiah (John 

the Baptist) and the disciples’ confusion deepens, and these clouds of confusion would hang over them 

and only disappear after the resurrection. Down from the mountain we glimpse some of Jesus’ own 

frustrations, knowing his time on earth is short. Can you picture that moment as the crowd look for a sign 

or a miracle from the disciples and are disappointed? Can you feel the raw emotion in Jesus’ cry, ‘O 

unbelieving generation, how long shall I stay with you?’ Was Jesus directing his words to the crowd or 

the disciples? His response to the disciples’ questions after the exorcism points to their lack of faith (read 

Matthew 17:20). 

There was a need to pause and reflect. Jesus needed to teach his disciples without the usual distractions of 

an expectant crowd. So, walking through Galilee Jesus explains that someone will betray him into the 

hands of those who want to take his life. He will die, but after three days he will rise again to life. There is 

no discussion, as the disciples are possibly afraid to know any more! 

Questions 

1. Why did Jesus select only Peter, James, and John to accompany him to the Mount of Transfiguration? 

2. After coming down from the mountain, is Jesus fair to include the disciples in his rebuke to an 

‘unbelieving generation’? 

3.The disciples could do nothing for the boy possessed by an evil spirit, even though the power to do so 

had been given by Jesus and they had used it successfully (Mark 6:7,13). Jesus responds by telling them 

this kind can only come out by much prayer. Is this an inferred criticism that they were taking his power 

and presence in their lives for granted? Have we done the same thing today? 

4. Confusion and misunderstanding abound in this passage. How easy is it to relate to the disciples, or 

should they have put two and two together by now? How about us? 
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