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Inside this 

issue 
Just as the Son of Man did 

not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many. Matthew 
20:28 

 
I’d heard all about the panic 

buying going on in shops, but when 
I actually went there trying to do 
my normal weekly shop, I was 
astonished to see so many empty 
shelves. All I wanted to do was 
cook a chicken dinner! I’d heard 
about toilet paper, I’d heard about 
sanitizing gel- all scarce. But no 
chicken, surely things had not 
come to this. No frozen vegetables. 
Empty shelves everywhere. And 
people were looking at each other 
wondering, ‘What is going on?’ 

God doesn’t blame us for feeling 
anxious during a Pandemic. He 
knows us, and he knows us well. 
But this is an opportunity to ask 
how can we put our anxieties to 
rest? Are we going to turn back in 
on ourselves and try to find the an-
swers within ourselves? And then 
end up with a trolley stacked high 
with sanitizing gel and toilet rolls. 
As if, to have and to possess the 
ultimate meaning of our existence? 
Is that the answer? Or is this God 
saying, ‘No, don’t look to your own 
answers. Look outside of yourself. 
Turn yourself over to me. Trust 
me.’ 

Many generations before us 
have gone through hard times, and 
God has brought them through. 
He’ll bring us through this Pandem-
ic as well. 

Instead of living with fear, self-
ishness and hoarding, maybe there 
are opportunities in this situation 

to rethink our world view. We may 
discover we don’t need all those 
things we want to buy. We could get 
on the phone and call someone who 
is in self-isolation. Or reconnect with 
people we’ve lost touch with. Maybe 
we can learn some positive ways to 
use social media. Let’s use these 
challenging days to show the love 
that God gives us through Jesus 
Christ. 

 
The Easter story reminds us what 

Jesus love looks like, “the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ran-
som for many." Easter is all about 
love that gives and goes on giving. 
Jesus world view was that to love 
other people is the greatest act we 
can do in this world. Have a great self
-giving Easter. 

 
Blessings 
Murdo 
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Church Family   

Message from Sandra Ritchie  

Funerals in our church:  

Elizabeth (Sheila) Lyle 

Died  25th January 2021, Funeral:  3rd February 

“Now the dwelling place of 

God is with men, and He will 

live with them and be their 

God”    Rev 21:3 

Weddings in our church:  

Miss Sarah Gibson and Mr Elliott Sizer:  12th December 2020 

“Therefore what God has joined together, let 

no one separate” Mark 10: 9 

“God blessed me with friends like you” 

Thank you all for thinking about me when I had my recent hiccup! 
I will never forget these special acts of kindness- in fact you made my 
“heart” smile. 

Thank you so much,  Sandra.  



Life’s Recipe 
 

1 Cup Good Thoughts 
1 Cup Kind Deeds 

1 Cup of Consideration for Others 
1 Cup of Sacrifice for Others 

3 Cups Forgiveness 
2 Cups Well-Beaten Faults 

 
Mix these thoroughly; add tears of joy, sorrow and 

sympathy for others.  Flavour with a little gift of 
love. 

Fold in 4 Cups of Meditation and Faith to lighten 
other ingredients and raise the texture to great 

heights of meaningful living.  Pour all this into daily 
life and bake well with the heat of human kindness.   

Serve with a smile. 
 

Anonymous 
(provided by Ella Hyam) 

Around the time this edition of Cornerstone comes 
out each year we are either about to have, or have 
just held, our Annual Business Meeting. 

This year, of course, no such meeting can be held 
and so, I would urge you to read the Annual Accounts 
and Trustees report to see how church has continued 
in these strange times. 

We can thank God that more and more people are 
being vaccinated and continue to pray that the figures 
of new cases, hospitalisations and tragic deaths con-
tinue to decrease, but the fact remains that it may 
still be quite some time before we can join together 
as a church family face to face. 

Normally, the ABM gives the minister a chance to 
thank all those who give of their time in the service of 
the church, but this year, as Session Clerk, I wish to 
thank our minister on all our behalf, for his inspiring 
daily thoughts, his weekly recorded sermons and all 
the quiet thoughtful things he has continued to do to 
support his flock throughout these many difficult 
days. 

Session has continued to meet over the year, infor-
mally through Zoom, and so we were able to make 
decisions on how to keep everyone safe throughout 
this year of pandemic. The building has been pre-
pared according to the regulations set out by the 
Church of Scotland, ready to resume public worship 
as soon as we are able to do so. 

At our last meeting, we discussed the work of 
CrossReach, aware that they, as an arm of the Church 
of Scotland, have a special call on our charitable giv-
ing as a Parish Church of the Church of Scotland. 

We realised at that meeting what a dire position 
CrossReach are in this particular year, given the ex-
treme difficulty they face in raising the funds to con-
tinue their vital work in so many parts of society.  

An article further on Page 6 will explain more fully 
the wide range of care they give to so many across 

Session Report  Lynne James Scotland, but it is worth noting here, that Cross-
Reach currently receive just over 1% of their funding 
directly through the Church of Scotland. 

Having thought on the many examples of selfless 
giving to be found, not only in Scripture, but also in 
the lives of those we may know ourselves, Session 
decided to give a donation to CrossReach of £4,500 
on behalf of Strathblane Parish Church. Perhaps a 
widow’s mite in comparison to the £46 million they 
require annually to fund their services, but nonethe-
less we pray that it will help in some small way to 
support all they do throughout the country and 
across all ages.  

We would like to say to all our church family, how 
grateful we are for the continued financial support 
and giving that has been made even while the 
church buildings are closed. Without your faithful, 
sacrificial giving to the work of the church, this do-
nation to CrossReach would not have been possible. 

Flower Ministry Lynne James 
In “normal” years, the flower rota in the church is 

always filled with names of those who kindly donate 
flowers each week for the front of church. These 
flowers are then distributed after the service as you 
will know. 

This year, of course, there have been no flowers 
in church, but lately, thanks to donations to the 
church Flower Fund, we have been able to arrange 
for a plant or a flower delivery to one, or even two, 
households each week. This has been arranged in as 
safe and contactless a way as possible. 

The flower ministry has taken God’s message of 
love and care to so many over the years, and there 
are many letters and phone calls which have shown 
how very much the flowers and accompanying mes-
sage have been appreciated, whether in times of ill-
ness sorrow or even times of celebration. Perhaps as 
you read this, you can remember receiving church 
flowers yourself? 

If you feel you would like to donate to the Flower 
Fund so that these deliveries can continue, please 
contact our treasurer, or ring or email the office 
strathblanekirk@gmail.com  for details. 

Meeting on Zoom after the online church service 
provides a chance to catch up on news, have a chat 
with friends and find out where everyone has been 
over the last week (yep, mostly at home let’s be 
honest!). It has been interesting to hear as each 
person online has been called for their vaccine ap-
pointment ..and even play ..Who’s turn will it be 
next! 

There is always a lively chat going on in each of 
the little groups , or “rooms” that the morning 
breaks up  into .. and it is amazing how much we 
can all find to talk about every week!  

If you haven’t joined in before, why not give it a 
go?  

Email lynnej1257@gmail.com and I can send you 
the link for joining in.  

Coffee After Church 

mailto:strathblanekirk@gmail.com
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Catherine was able to return 
to Spain in early January.  She had 
returned home in December to see 
her mother who was undergoing 
medical treatment. 

It seems that Spain's lockdown 
is different from Scotland's. They 
have a curfew at night. In the day 
they are confined to the town 
where they live. 

However some of the team 
have tested positive for covid and 
others have symptoms. The team 
are using the internet and technol-
ogy to continue to meet and wit-
ness to their classes. 

Please pray for God's ongoing 
grace for the team and may they 
be able to declare the Gospel mes-
sage and God's love.  

Yvonne Mildred:   
Yvonne has taken two 
Work as Worship work-
shops in Sandema for 
Church leaders, Chris-
tians and others inter-
ested in knowing what 
God says in His Word 
about work and wor-
ship.  There was also a 
talk/demonstration on 
how to cut trees for 
feeding animals and 
providing fruit while 
caring for the tree too, 
(Genesis 2:15). (in the 
photo, Yvonne with her 
Translator at the work-
shops). The workshop 
ended with an invitation to delegates to walk the cen-
tre of Sandema praying for business and government 
people as they see their places of work. This was suc-
cessful and they plan to do more walks.    All was 
done respecting the COVID-19 advice.  There is no 
word of a Vaccine programme in Ghana soon. 

Reading Carolyn Kemp’s prayer diary is like following a fre-
quent flyer jetting around the globe as she meets with colleagues 
from Japan, Thailand, Canada, Hong Kong, Kenya….except that 
these days all her meetings are via ‘Zoom’. 

Carolyn writes about the expected arrival of Hong Kongers to 
the UK and asks for prayer: “for many this is very traumatic - 
leaving home, extended family and starting afresh in a new coun-
try under these [pandemic] circumstances is very challenging”.  

Carolyn sent a beautiful card at Christmas featuring her own artwork 

James and Kirsty have been busy with their 
annual conference for their colleagues who 
work with China’s Muslims. On this occasion, it 
was conducted online.  Afterwards the family 
were able to get away to a local island for a 
week’s holiday.  Then it was back to home-
schooling with some online lessons, but they 
remain in good spirits as the photo shows.  
Perhaps life in Hong Kong these days reminds 
us of Jesus’ words:  Be as shrewd as snakes 
but as innocent as doves.   

Lorna Ferguson:  The state of emergency in Tokyo has re-
stricted movements outdoors and contact with people.  Mission-
aries are looking for creative ways to carry on their personal out-
reach.  And so a topic of their Field Leaders’ team meeting in 
February was to review their church planting strategy as they 
are keenly aware that millions of Japanese people have never 
heard God’s 
word. Lorna con-
tinues to be sup-
portive of her lo-
cal church, in-
cluding the small 
group of teenag-
ers and is also 
alert to means of 
making contact 
with her near 
neighbours. 
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Can I make a suggestion to my fellow members of The Guild?  We have been unable to meet for well over a 

year now, and I am sure we all miss these Monday evening get-togethers for a chat and to hear from a variety 
of speakers about their work or activities.  Many of us are enjoying catching up  at the Sunday virtual coffee 
after the church virtual service, (why is it all ladies -where are the men of the congregation?) and  I would like 
to suggest something the same for during the week (perhaps once a fortnight) for the Guild, when we could 
drink a coffee, chat, and each put away, say £1 each time, for donating to the Guild when we are able to meet 
again. We might even be able to get a speaker for one of these ‘meetings’.  We are also going to miss our 
Spring Fayre and Coffee Morning, and will not be making a contribution to our chosen charities - what about a 
virtual lunch with soup and coffee/tea.  I’m sure heads could be put together to arrange something!.   

It hardly seems a year ago when news bulletins 
began reporting some strange illness affecting a 
number of people in Wuhan, a hitherto little known 
city in China. Within weeks, the virus COVID-19 as it 
was called, became the main news story of the day – 
a situation which has remained relatively unchanged, 
apart from events like Brexit and the US Presidential 
elections briefly grabbing the headlines! 

The impact of COVID-19 has dominated our lives 
be it through the imposition of rules and regulations 
affecting our normal daily routines, loss of employ-
ment, changes to education provision, inability to 
travel or meet face to face with family and friends 
and so on. More seriously, given the impact on public 
health with the number of COVID-19 related deaths 
recorded together with the pressure placed on hospi-
tals through admissions linked to COVID-19, there 
can be very few of us who do not have some person-
al experience or knowledge of the impact of the vi-
rus.  

As time went on and the regulations to minimise 
human contact appeared to have little effect on  re-
ducing the spread of the virus, attention moved to-
wards 'the science' and research being undertaken in 
laboratories around the world to find a vaccine which 
could be administered safely in as short a timescale 
as possible thus preventing  COVID-19 from continu-
ing to exert its damaging effect. Vaccines are now an 
accepted part of the menu of healthcare options 
available from infancy through to old age and are 
routinely administered by medical practitioners as 
and when appropriate. And yet, a recent study by 
ITV news reported that over 5 million people in the 
UK are opposed to vaccination and many follow 
'AntiVax' accounts on social media. Whilst in some 
cases they are influenced either by personal or reli-
gious beliefs or in being persuaded by what often 
turns out to be bogus research into the effects of 
vaccines, the decision to accept or reject a vaccine 
ultimately rests with the individual. 

The Church of Scotland along with representatives 
of the main faith groups recently issued a statement 
'encouraging people to be vaccinated so that they 
keep themselves and their neighbours safe'. Indeed 
some church buildings are being used as vaccination 
centres. 

The smallpox vaccine was the first to be devel-
oped in the late 18th century by the English physician 
Edward Jenner who believed that people should 'be 
grateful to God for the good (ie vaccines) which He 
has made me the instrument of conveying to my fel-

Are Vaccines Enough?  Ian Mills 
low creatures'. The belief in linking the influence of 
God to scientific discoveries was also shared by the 
17th century German scientist Johannes Kepler who 
stated that 'science is about thinking God's thoughts 
after him'. 

During President Biden's Inauguration Ceremony 
on 20 January we heard Amanda Gorman deliver 
her poem 'The Hill We Climb'. Whilst the poem re-
flects the present divisions within American society 
and seeks a way forward, the opening line could just 
as easily refer to our ongoing situation with the pan-
demic. 

'When day comes, we ask ourselves where can 
we find light in this never-ending shade?' 

In the case of COVID-19, will vaccines be regard-
ed as the 'light in this never-ending shade'? And yet 
as we look to the future, are vaccines enough? The 
Christian message of hope conveyed throughout this 
pandemic is based on more than the availability of a 
vaccine or in doctors gaining a better understanding 
of treating the virus. Edward Jenner recognised that 
whilst the development of vaccines would prove 
beneficial to mankind, he firmly believed that real 
hope for the future lay in something more funda-
mental based on what we learn from scriptures.  

The Bible contains a number of references to 
'light' not least where Jesus states 'I am the light of 
the world'. Whilst the current vaccination pro-
gramme may offer 'light' to protect us from the 
worst effects of COVID-19, in the longer term we 
require something more akin to the THE light as was  
emphasised again over Christmas through sharing 
the Good News of the birth of Jesus and the 'great 
joy this will bring to all people'. At the time of writ-
ing, it is unclear when and how 'normal' congrega-
tional activities will resume. Let us hope that just as 
the decision to receive the COVID-19 vaccine is a 
matter for individuals, more will now come forward 
and accept the 'light' offered by Jesus as we  pro-
gress towards the post pandemic period. 
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Spotlight on Charities  
In this issue of Cornerstone we are highlighting charities close to our heart.  In other circumstances, we 

would be holding fundraising events or having retiral offerings in church to support their work.  During the pan-
demic, many charities have seen a very significant reduction in income, and at a time when their work is more 
critical then ever.  The charities we are highlighting are: 

 

• CrossReach, the social care charity overseen by the Church of Scotland’s Social Care Council—Eric Liv-
ingstone has provided an article summarizing their critical work and how we can support them. 

 

• Tearfund—we share the latest news from Tearfund from Graham McMeekin of Tearfund Scotland. 
 

• The William Stewart Foundation—you will recall that in 2019 our Session donated funds to purchase a 
motor bike for Levison to support his work helping children in Malawi.  Sarah Black has provided an up-
date on the work there and ways we can support them.  Margaret McIntyre is currently selling marmalade 
and jam as a fundraiser for this charity. 

 

• We have updates on The Leprosy Mission and Prison Fellowship Scotland from Marjorie Peddie and 
Nancy Sharp respectively— both these charities continue to be supported by our congregation. 

 

• Finally, we would remind you that while the church building is closed, we are still reliant on people giving 
money to support our ministry.  You will see from the annual accounts (pages 11-14) that our income for 
2020 was much less than 2019, and we had a significant deficit for the year.  You can make donations by 
cheque, by BACS or by standing order.  Please contact our treasurer, Jean Strachan (01360 770143 or 
fastra@aol.com) to arrange to make either a one off or regular payment.   

 
Of course, whether or not you are able to support any of these charities financially, all would benefit from your 
continued prayer for their work. 

CrossReach Eric Livingstone 
After retiring from General Practice in the vil-

lage, I worked for a few years in Carradale on the 
Mull of Kintyre.  Part of my duties involved paying 
a regular visit to an “Old Folks' Home” on the out-
skirts of Campbeltown.  The home was in a large 
sandstone mansion overlooking Campbeltown 
Loch, and the views from the lounge windows were 
stunning. But what was more impressive was the 
cheery atmosphere and pleasant chatter between 
staff and residents. This was my first experience of 
the Church of Scotland’s Social Care [later to be 
named CrossReach] which was responsible for the 
running of the Home and, having made lots of vis-
its to Old Folks’ homes over my career, this one, in 
particular, was outstanding. 

CrossReach is the Social Care Arm of  the 
Church of Scotland. It was launched in June 2005 
as a continuation of the Church’s long tradition of 
providing care and support to needy people which 
started in 1869. It is currently one of Scotland’s 
largest providers of social services which includes 
care for older people, help with alcoholism, drug 
and mental health problems, and assistance for 
those with special learning needs. Its range of ser-
vices is available to  people of all faiths or none at 
all. CrossReach’s remit is to offer services in 
Christ’s name and also to provide specialist re-
sources to further the caring work of the Church 
to  people in need, such as the elderly, children, 
families and those with learning difficulties. It also 
helps to identify areas of need and to guide the 

Church in pioneering new approaches to relevant 
problems in society. 

CrossReach has an annual expenditure of £46 
million pounds. 63% of its income comes from Lo-
cal Authorities, and just 1%-3% from the Kirk.  
CrossReach services are offered all over the coun-
try, from Lewis, Skye and the Shetland Isles down 
the length and breadth of the country. The two 
nearest services to ourselves are: 

 1] Millmuir Farm ,Gargunnock,which caters  for 
the needs of children and young people, helping 
them to prepare for return to the community and  

2]The Daisy Chain early learning project in Go-
vanhill, Glasgow. This is a play based group with 
family support services and learning activities. 

CrossReach has put in a Planning application for 
a residential unit here in Strathblane. 

As I mentioned in my opening paragraph, the 
Care of the Elderly unit in Campbeltown impressed 
me greatly, but the standard of care given by 
CrossReach across the board is highly rated by the 
Government’s   Care Commission.  On a scale 
where 1 is a poor standard and 5 is excellent, 
CrossReach achieved a score of 100% in grades 4 
and 5, for their  facilities   regarding their quali-
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ty  of “care and support” and 83% regarding 
“supporting wellbeing.” These are very encouraging 
standards measured by an independent body and 
speak highly of the Christ like care and compassion 
shown by all the staff. 

However the services provided are costly to run 
and in the current Covid Pandemic, CrossReach has 
financial difficulties, so the  Kirk Session has agreed 
to send £4,500 to help support CrossReach as 

it  reaches out in the name of Jesus to poor 
and needy folk in our country. If you would like 
to donate personally to this Christian out-
reach,you can do so by logging on to their Web-
site at Crossreach.org.uk and go to the “Just 
Giving Page” where you can make a one-off do-
nation or set up a regular gift. 

Tearfund  
Graeme McMeekin, Head of Tearfund Scotland 

will be leading the online service for us on Sunday 
March 7th and we look forward to hearing more of 
the work of Tearfund and what inspires their mis-
sion. 

We also hope to hold a “virtual” coffee get to-
gether to raise funds for Tearfund later this month. 
Keep an eye out on our social media for more de-
tails of our “Ethiopian Coffee Ceremony”, an intri-
guing, fun and unusual way to raise Tearfund Scot-
land’s profile, and to learn more of this beautiful 
country. 

 
Graham McMeekin sent this message to Tearfund 

supporters: 
 
What will you be thinking and praying about this 

Lent? 
As we traditionally consider what we might give 

up over this time, we’re asking you to take a mo-
ment to remember people like Abeer and her family 
who have been forced, by conflict, to give up their 
homes, food, shelter and safety. And to focus on 
what, together, we can do to restore a sense of 
home for them. 

 
Abeer’s story 
Abeer** is 25. She and her husband have four 

small children. When conflict came to their village in 
Iraq, they fled in fear for their lives. With nowhere 
else to go, they sought shelter in a temporary 
camp. But it’s a hard place to be. Abeer longs to go 
home. 

‘Home’ is where her family is. She misses her 
mum and her brothers. ‘I cry for them,’ she says, 
‘and I miss them so much.’ 

In the summer, it’s stifling hot and the children 
can’t play outside. In the winter, it’s freezing cold. 
Rain makes it muddy, lightning scares the little 
ones, and the water that pours in makes the heat-
ers – which are essential – a serious fire risk. 
‘These tents get so wet and smell so bad,’ says 
Abeer. 

‘I’m afraid for my kids,’ she worries. ‘The tent is 
too small in comparison with a home. It’s too small 
for a family.’ The tents are really close to one an-
other too. ‘It’s not that comfortable,’ says Abeer. 

It’s also very difficult to find or afford the things 
the family needs – even when Abeer’s husband is 
able to find work. ‘We left lots of things behind in 

our homes,’ she says. Those things are gone – sto-
len or destroyed. 

After so much fear and so much loss, the things 
Abeer hopes for now are the basic things that eve-
ry person should have the right to: to get back to 
her hometown. To have a safe environment. And to 
see her children secure, in school, in good clothes 
and building toward a bright future. 

This Lent, please will you help restore a sense of 
home to those who have lost theirs? Your doubled 
gift could provide people around the world with the 
most basic essentials which no one should have to 
go without. 

Your £68, doubled, could give five children, like 
Abeer’s, clothing that fits them and protects them 
from the extremes of heat in summer and cold in 
winter. Clothes that fit can start to restore some 
sense of safety, comfort and dignity. 

Please will you help us to carry the love and 
hope we have in Jesus, in the most practical ways, 
to change the lives of more people around the 
world who’ve suffered due to conflict and poverty. 

To donate to Tearfund visit: 
 tearfund.org/get-involved/donate 
**Name has been changed 

Your gift will be matched by an incredibly 
generous group of Tearfund supporters up to 
a total of £1 million until 30 April 2021. So 
each £1 you give unlocks £2 for Tearfund to 
spend helping people around the world in 
greatest need.  

http://www.crossreach.org.uk
https://www.tearfund.org/get-involved/donate
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The William Stewart Foundation Sarah Black 
The start of 2021 has been a time of sadness and re-

flection, but also of gratitude. William Stewart, one of 
our Founders, passed away on 10th January age 93. 
Whilst we are sad at his passing we are grateful for a life 
well lived, the good that he did, the lives he touched and 
the legacy he has left. William had a strong faith and we 
will continue the work he and his friend, Levison 
Mlambya, started in Ibuluma, Northern Malawi.  

It's also been a time to celebrate that 20 of the chil-
dren we support passed their primary school leavers ex-
ams....ahead of the other 60 children in their 
class....proof that having food in their tummies is help-
ing them concentrate. These children are older than 
usual as they've missed a lot of school having to work 
for a pittance to help their families. The top two stu-
dents won places to Wenya District School which is big-
ger and further away....a great opportunity for them. So 
we have been busy getting sponsors for these girls so 
the fees for secondary school can be paid and uniforms 
and all the things they need could be bought. We did 
it....team work...12 girls sponsored and ready for 
school...people are so generous. We know these girls 
are safe and protected from child marriage.  

 

We are setting up a new project to support our teen-
age boys (and a few girls)...an apprenticeship pro-
gramme. Four of these boys have sponsors already but 
we need 21 more sponsors to help support them and the 
project. This will be £25 per month per child, 25 teenag-
ers for 2 years. This money will pay for a monthly food 
parcel for each family, some pocket money for the teen-
agers, wages for a supervisor and to pay for profession-
als to visit and teach. Subjects like agriculture, bricklay-
ing, carpentry and tailoring will be taught. Please pray 
that we can support these teenagers to have a better 
future and our apprenticeship programme is successful. 
If you would like to sponsor a child or buy some tools for 
our project then please get in touch.  

 
We are very thankful that 45 of our children have 

sponsors....God is really guiding us and bringing a team 

together to support our 
vulnerable chil-
dren...pray for our work 
please so that we can 
continue to support even 
more children. 

There is now fresh 
drinking water at the 
Foundation, thanks to 
William's cycling fund-
raiser, and thanks to 
other fundraisers, a 
shower block is being 
built along with sinks for 
washing clothes, food 
preparation and, of 
course, handwashing, 
which is even more im-
portant now to help pro-
tect the children from Coronavirus as well as 
other diseases. We are so grateful for your con-
tinued support and prayers and during the pan-
demic we would appreciate you keeping Levison, 
his family and his team of helpers, and all the 
children we support in your thoughts and pray-
ers.  

Every blessing, Sarah Black (Christine Cress-
well’s daughter)  

friendsofwstewartcentremalawi@gmail.com  

Margaret McIntyre is support-

ing The William Stewart Foun-

dation by offering homemade 

Seville Orange marmalade and 

jams in exchange for a dona-

tion. 

If you would like some marma-

lade or jam, please contact 

Margaret on 01360 770356. 

If you are making a donation 

by cheque for these, please 

make cheques payable to 

‘Friends of The William Stewart 

Centre, Malawi’. 

mailto:friendsofwstewartcentremalawi@gmail.com
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A Little Update from Prison Fellowship Scotland Nancy Sharp 
As you know, once again, Strathblane responded 

wonderfully to our appeal for gifts to give to the chil-
dren of people in prison over Christmas. In their most 
recent newsletter PFS advises that, as for everyone, 
2020 was a difficult year and although they were not 
able to hold children’s Christmas parties in the Prison 
Family Centres this year, they still wanted to find ways 
of reaching these children. This year PFS partnered 
with Crossreach, Action for Children and the Family 
Contact Officers in the prisons. Prison chaplains also 
advised on families where there were more pressing 
needs. With some of the gifts and vouchers they were 
often able to include a handwritten note or card from 
the mum or dad in prison to hand over with the gift. In 
all, PFS was able to support 15 prisons and over 1600 
gifts were given to children. Prison Fellowship Scotland 
continue to be extremely grateful to all who give so 
generously.  

This year Prison Fellowship Scotland is celebrating 
a big Birthday! In June it will be 40 years since it all 
began in Scotland with a visit from Sylvia Mary Ali-
son (a key person in the set-up of Prison Fellowship 
in England and Wales) to Louise Purvis a current 
Trustee of PFS. The group was initially small but ea-
ger to share God’s love with those in prison and over 
the years there have been thousands of volunteers 
eager to join in this work. Unfortunately, during the 
last year there has been very little direct contact 
with the men and women in prison. However Prison 
Fellowship Scotland in partnership with Junction 42 
and working alongside the Prison Chaplains were 
able to supply 7,500 Faith Packs to prisoners at 
Christmas. Each pack had a chocolate bar, a Christ-
mas card to keep and one to send out, a craft item, 
a booklet on advent from the Scottish Bible Society 
and a leaflet from PFS on the real meaning of Christ-
mas. 

If you would like to look at their latest newsletter 
and find out more about their ongoing work please 
follow the link www.pfscotland.org/newsletters 

For the past year, we have been living with Lock 
Down, when we have been confined to our homes in 
an attempt to avoid catching Covid 19. It has been a 
trying time for many, particularly those living alone. 
Modern science has been used to develop the vac-
cines we are now receiving and we can, hopefully, 
now see light at the end of the tunnel. 

Leprosy is also a horrible disease, which has been 
around since ancient times. It has always been sur-
rounded by terrifying negative stigmas, with suffer-
ers being shunned as Outcasts and Locked Out of 
their towns and villages, and forced to live isolated 
poverty stricken lives. The disease has disappeared 
from first world countries but is still prevalent in 
many third world lands. 

The Leprosy Mission has established hospitals and 
training centres in many of these countries. The Mis-
sion relies on donations from supporters in churches 
like ours to continue its work. Our congregation 

Lock Down or Lock Out? (The Leprosy Mission  
Scotland) Marjorie Peddie gives around £250 per annum via the little blue 

tubs. The last difficult months have resulted in 
a near cessation of this income due, partly to 
our being unable to meet in church, but also to 
the severely limited use of cash and hence the 
availability of small change.  

Several of our members give directly to TLM
[scotland] via Direct Debit. For those who do 
not but would still like to donate, I would be 
happy to collect donations and pass them on to 
TLM in the usual way. In these desperate 
times, TLM really needs your support. Thank 
you. 

http://www.pfscotland.org/newsletters
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Each brutal blow across His face, each twisted thorn upon His head, each slow 

and painful step which led the way to awful Calvary; enduring this for love of you 

and me.  

All the abuse and shame, the ridicule and scorn, hurled at the name of Him who 

healed the sick and made the blind to see; accepting this for love of you and me.  

Slowly lifted up on high, His hands by nails so cruelly torn, such tortured, bleed-

ing agony, dying on a criminal’s tree; suffering this for love of you and me.  

The Cross was more to Him than pain, for all the filth and shame man has conceived, in sinful thought and word and deed, He 

bore Himself; what price indeed to set us free, taking all this for love of you and me.  

Entombed within the grave He lay. Was this the end? Has death won after all? On that first Easter day they saw the empty 

tomb, their Master, friend, He is alive! He brings new life, new hope to all who will believe, trusting him for every day, although 

the way we cannot see; extending His dying and undying love to you and me.  

Risen Jesus, living Lord!                                                                                                                      Christine Cresswell 

Tree Felling Marjorie Peddie 
In the late spring of last year, few people in the vil-

lage can have been unaware of the, long overdue, 
felling of the pine forest at the back of Kirkland Ave-
nue. I do not know the actual name of these woods 
but, I was told by a local-by- birth that they were re-
ferred to as Napoleon’s Hat due to the shape of the 
planted area. 

This work caused some excitement as the foresters 
felled some mighty trees, and many were the delighted 
cries of “Timber” as gigantic trees hit the forest floor. 
Following these were some huge machines which de-
branched and chopped the timber into manageable 
lengths to be taken away. This process provided great 
entertainment for several weeks, but more was to 
come! 

Some of you may have machines at home to chop 
up small branches for use as garden mulch. The mulch-
ing machines which cleared the floor of the (now disap-
peared) forest crawled like great transformer-type, di-
nosaurs chomping everything in sight and rendering it 
into mulch, a quite amazing sight. 

After a few months of peace, more foresters ap-
peared, with more machines to drill holes and replant . 
The new trees are four types of native, deciduous 
trees, which should not grow so tall as their predeces-
sors. 

For the first time in the 38 years we have lived in 
Kirkland Avenue, we have the great joy to be able to 
“Lift mine eyes unto the hills” from our kitchen window. 
We have also been able to watch the sheep, move 
around the hillside, grazing. We have heard the wood-
peckers recently, and hope there will still be enough 
trees for the Cuckoos to return. We have noticed many 
more smaller birds over the winter possibly due to few-
er crows and magpies. 

All in all, the whole process has been very beneficial 
to our neighbourhood. 

It seems so far away now, but the online 
Christingle Service held in December, was a very 
special event. All ages were represented, and alt-
hough we could not hear one another singing, it 
was a very moving moment when each Christingle 
was lit in each family home and the candles repre-
senting Jesus,  The Light Of The World, shone out 
from each little screen (see back page). 

Since Christmas, the Sunday Club families have 
joined together twice this year and it has been so 
much fun each morning to be with everyone, even 
if it is behind glass in little Zoom boxes! 

It is such a joy to have whole families taking 
part in the mornings and I leave each session feel-
ing truly blessed and uplifted. 

Please pray particularly for the parents in this 
little group. Home schooling looks to be continuing 
in some way for some time still to come, and I am 
sure they would much appreciate knowing that 
their church family is supporting them through it 
all in prayer. 

Christingle and Sunday 
Club Online Lynne James 

Cornerstone Traci Leven 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to 

this edition of Cornerstone.  Please note that the 
deadline for the summer edition is Saturday 15th 
May.  Please send articles to: 

 strathblanekirk@gmail.com or phone me on 
07939 898722. 
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Strathblane Parish Church of Scotland 
Abbreviated Accounts for the Year ended 31 December 2020 

Scottish Charity No SC007261 
Jean Strachan, Treasurer 

 
 
The official accounts for 2020 were approved by the Kirk Session and are available to all members who require 
a full set.  Please contact the Church Office and a printed copy or email can be sent to you.   The abbreviated 
accounts, set out on this and the following three pages, highlight the important details of the accounts in a 
compact format.   
 
The Church is administered under a Unitary Constitution.  This means that the Session has responsibility for 
the whole life and service of the Church within the Parish and has oversight of the affairs both spiritual and 
temporal of the congregation.  
 
Our minister, Rev Murdo Campbell, has now been with us for three years. We are grateful for his thoughtful 
and committed preaching and leading, particularly in this current pandemic situation. 
Services are available online each Sunday at 11.00 am and are recorded on CD and DVD for distribution to 
members who wish a copy. 
Communion is celebrated six times a year on the second Sunday of February, March, May, June, September 
and December. These have been online, with the December Communion being a live Zoom meeting. 
 
Nursing Home Services have been halted due to restrictions and the usual Holy Week activities were all post-
poned. Where possible, Bible Study Home Groups have continued online, as has the weekly prayer meeting. 
 
Youth Work has moved online and includes an online Zoom meeting with several families. Families are kept in 
touch through a WhatsApp Group (all permissions having been acquired). The Scripture Union group at the 
local primary had grown considerably during 2019.  The January weekend away in 2020 proved to be the larg-
est group who had ever gone to Lendrick Muir from Strathblane Primary!  The group was very enthusiastic and 
it is very sad, albeit temporarily, to have lost the ability to work face to face with them.   
 
Much of our community outreach has had to be suspended face to face, but collections for Stirling Food Bank, 
Prison Fellowship and Blythswood Christmas Box Appeal were all well supported. 
Online Praise Nights and a weekly Coffee after Church have helped members of the congregation stay in touch 
informally, and Session members have been in regular contact with the members of their district. 
During the first lockdown the church bells rang out every Thursday at 8 p.m. to mark “Clap for Carers” and the 
church has been floodlit for several extra weeks this year as a beacon of hope for the community. 
 
Following a successful online Christingle Service, a donation was sent to the Children’s Society to support them 
as they produce resources for Christingle Services nationwide 
 
Whilst they were unable to meet from March 2020, some Guild members were able to help out at two plant 
sales held to raise much needed funds for Strathcarron Hospice. 
 
Members of the pop up choir were able to record a one off Advent song for the online website thanks to the 
commitment of the organist and dedication of an IT knowledgeable Session Member. 
 
The Church supports a number of Missionaries serving overseas with prayer and financial support. 

Members of the congregation have been kept abreast of the church’s financial situation through the quarterly 

magazine, available online and also as hard copies for those unable to access online material. The magazine 

has also been another informal method of keeping the wider congregation up to date with activities still ongo-

ing in the church. 

All regulations required by Church of Scotland regarding Covid 19 have been kept up to date, including prepa-
ration for the safe opening of churches for general worship, funerals and weddings.  
The Minister and Kirk Session would like to record their thanks to Lynne James and to Traci Leven.  Lynne has 
provided a weekly online children’s message, appreciated by the seven year olds as well as the seventy year 
olds. Traci has made our entire online presence possible.  We are also very grateful for the work of our proper-
ty convenor Keith Hyam who has continued to ensure we have a safe and sound building and Mr Richard 
Wakefield who assisted us with buildings Covid 19 compliance. 
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Our total income for 2020 is £75,320 (2019: £98,901).  Income this year has been impacted by the closure of the Church for Sunday ser-

vices.  This meant that no open plate donations or freewill offering envelopes were received from mid-March resulting in very little income 

qualifying for the Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme.  We are very grateful to the many people who gave in this way and arranged alterna-

tive ways of donating.   It has resulted in some people making gift aid declarations thus increasing the value of their donation to the 

church.  Investment income also declined due to lower interest rates and dividends being cut because of the impact of Covid on compa-

nies.  Unfortunately, I would expect this decline to continue in 2021.  The Guild income which is included in our accounts was also down 

because they were not meeting. 

The costs of running the church continued and were £79,254 (2019: £100,556).  The main cost, Ministry and Mission (£42,389 (2019: 

£41,175)), had still to be paid.  We had to pay council tax on the manse, insure and heat all our buildings, maintain the grounds around 

the Kirkrooms and retain music services and administration services.  The main reduction in expenditure is because we were unable to 

carry out our planned work on the fabric.  Fabric expenditure was £546 (2019: £13,394).  The Guild expenditure was also down £1,065 

(2019: £5,491) 

Overall, we have made a deficit of £3,934 before unrealised gains on investments.  The deficit in 2019 was £1,655. 
 
Our investments have decreased in value this year by £2,320 following a turbulent year in Stock Markets.  
 
The Budget      
 
The 2021 budget shows a projected deficit of £20,381 in unrestricted funds.       
 
Giving has been kept at 2020 levels.    
 
The expenditure under the control of the Property Committee is budgeted to be £26,600.  £5,116 of this is covered by amounts held in 
restricted funds. The major work at the Church in 2021 relates to roof and stonework repairs and installation of the floodlights.  The Kirk 
Rooms also requires repair work done on external timber and some internal decoration and repairs.  
 
The largest expense is again the Ministries and Mission Allocation. This figure along with the Presbytery Dues is already fixed and is there-
fore actual.  Presbytery allocated £3,000 of the funds they had available to reduce the M & M based on our income base calculation.   
 
The salaries are for the cleaner.  The cost of music provision is included under the heading of organ and music and we have outsourced 
our administration, the cost of which is included in administration.   
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Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2020 

The Balance Sheet shows 
the assets the congregation 
owns (Copier, Investments, 
Bank balances etc) and what 
we owe to others (the liabili-
ties).  The assets minus the 
liabilities represent our total 
funds.           
One of the main assets is 
our investments.  The Stock 
Market has had a turbulent 
year resulting in an unreal-
ised loss of £2,320.  The 
other significant asset is the 
money we hold in our bank 
accounts totalling 
£114,163.            

The funds are either restrict-
ed (specified by the donor 
how they have to be used) 
or unrestricted for general 
use.   
 
The Kirk Session can desig-
nate (lay aside) funds for 
specific purposes (fabric and 
session).  The statement 
below shows the movements 
in the restricted and desig-
nated funds.   

Movement in Restricted and designated Funds in the year ended 31 December 2020 
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Minister 

Rev Murdo Campbell  

01360 770226  MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Session Clerk 

Mrs Lynne James  

01360 770547 lynnej1257@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Mrs Jean Strachan 

01360 770143   fastra@aol.com  

 

Church Office and Cornerstone 

Traci Leven, church administrator/Cornerstone editor 

Office:  01360 770484  Personal:  07939 898722   strathblanekirk@gmail.com 

(office phone usually manned on Thursday mornings only, email available 7 

days per week) 

 

Church Website 

The church website is www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com.  For Murdo’s Thoughts 

for the Day, see our page ‘Our Messages during the Coronavirus Period’.  This is also 

where the Sunday service videos are posted.  

 

Facebook  

Like or follow our page ‘Strathblane Parish 

Church’  (www.facebook.com/StrathblaneKirk) to see news and 

updates, including Murdo’s Thoughts for the Day.   

 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter @Strathblanekirk 

 

YouTube 

Our YouTube channel is called ‘Strathblane Church’ - you can see 

all our services and Sunday Club videos there.  Subscribe to our 

channel to be notified of new posts. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWyTLcF0GRILUbpDpCbNnw 

Key Contacts and Social Media 

mailto:MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:lynnej1257@gmail.com
mailto:fastra@aol.com
mailto:strathblanekirk@gmail.com
http://www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/StrathblaneKirk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWyTLcF0GRILUbpDpCbNnw


  

Some highlights from recent months 

Christingle Service 

Our little angels, Christmas 

Day service 

Snow angel and our church in the 

snow, February 


