
 

Isaiah 9: 6-7 
As the prophet Isaiah anticipated the 

coming Messiah, he recorded: “For to us a 
child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-
ther, Prince of Peace.” 

Of all the names and titles given to Je-
sus, the hardest to see and experience in 
our world may be “Prince of Peace.” If 
Jesus is really the Prince of Peace, why 
don’t we see more of his peace in our 
world? After all, we continue to see wars, 
destruction, and a Covid-19 Pandemic. 
The peace Jesus offers seems to be elu-
sive. 

The Hebrew word for peace means -to 
tie up loose ends and to make things 
whole, complete or perfect. It literally 
means to make things as God originally 
meant things to be and that is perfect. To 
bring peace is to bring about a weaving 
together of life’s frayed edges, knitting 
them back together to form a perfect gar-
ment. When Isaiah claimed that Jesus 
would be the Prince of Peace, he was 
claiming that Jesus would be the master 
weaver. He promised that the Messiah 
would rule over our lives – not in a way 
that prevents all harm or hurt from affect-
ing us, but in a way that takes the frayed 
pieces and divinely weaves them in to our 
lives where they add shade and colour and 

ultimately enrich 
our lives. We need 
a Prince of Peace, 
not to prevent all of 
life’s storms, but to 
weave together all 
of life’s loose ends. 
Remember the 
Apostle Paul’s 
words in Romans 

8:28, “And we know that for those who 
love God all things work together for good, 
for those who are called according to his 
purpose.” This God at work in “all things” 
is no other than the Prince of Peace whose 
coming was anticipated by Isaiah. 

This Christmas your home may be warm 
and comfortable, but someone’s absence 

makes it feel empty. Christmas carols pro-
claim “Good News” but you simply long 
for good news from your surgeon. The tree 
might be bursting with presents, but you 
really just want the presence of all your 
loved ones gathered around you. The table 
might be filled with food and yet your soul 
feels very empty. In the midst of all the 
colour and tinsel, this past year might feel 
like a frayed garment that’s barely holding 
together. Our natural response is to say, my 
life would be better if I could cut all these 
frayed pieces out of my life. 

I want you to remember that the Prince 
of Peace is present with you. After all, the 
ultimate gift of Christmas is that Jesus is 
also our Prince of Peace and he is gathering 
in those frayed threads and weaving them 
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Church Family   

Deaths:  

Members: 

Mrs Elizabeth Joyce Duguid 4th November 2020 
 
Mrs Elizabeth Anne Howie  16th November 2020 

into something that will one day be a whole, complete 
and a beautiful life. 

God does not cut out the frayed pieces rather he 
weaves them into beautiful character. The first step to 
walking in his peace is inviting him into our chaos, 
disappointment, and fear. Will you allow him to meet 
you in the fray and begin the process of weaving, of 

crafting the garment he calls your life? Call on the 
Prince of Peace to rule in your life this Christmas! 

M Campbell 

… Continued from front page 
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In our last Cornerstone we were looking forward 
to our first pilot live service.  This did indeed take 
place on 27th September. While it was wonderful to 
see people worshipping in our building once more 
there proved to be many obstacles to our continuing 
to hold live services. It was with a heavy heart that 
the members of Session, on reviewing the service 
and the worrying rise of numbers of infection even 
then, took the decision not to resume services with-
in the building for the time being, and to continue to 
provide services online. We will continue to keep the 
situation under constant review.  

For those who are unable to access the services 
online, we will now be making DVDs and CDs of the 
services available. If you know of anyone who can’t 
see the services online but who would like to receive 
them on DVD or CD, please let us know – speak to 
any of the church Elders or contact the church office 
at strathblanekirk@gmail.com. 

Since that date, however it has been wonderful to 
see how the church family rose to meet the request 
for donations for Stirling Foodbank and, more re-
cently the Prison Fellowship Christmas Gifts appeal. 

Online and Physical Services Lynne James, Session Clerk 

A church is never only about its building, ra-
ther, it is about the hearts and faiths of those 
who are in its family and it is so good to see such 
wonderful examples of our church showing itself 
to be a loving and caring family. 

We know that members are keeping in touch 
with one another in many different ways, and 
sharing copies of the Thoughts For The Day with 
those who cannot access them online. We know 
that Bible Studies and Prayer Meetings continue 
online and most importantly, we know that we 
are a community who are holding one another in 
prayer throughout these difficult and strange 
days. 

We cannot know how soon, or even if ever, 
things will return to normal but we do know that 
we can continue to wait hopefully for the unfold-
ing of God’s purpose for us all, knowing, from 
Jeremiah 29 11. that God’s plan for us is to give 
us “hope and a future”. 

Welcomed to our family:  

New Member by resolution of the Kirk Session 

Mrs Jean Cumming  20th November 2020 

“Now the dwelling place of God 

is with men, and He will live with 

them and be their God” 

Rev 21:3 
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Cuppa Time News Marjorie Peddie 

I have been in touch with several Cuppa Time 
regulars, and the overwhelming feeling is one of 
missing the warm fellowship of Thursday afternoons.  

 
It has been wonderful to hear of the care and 

help being given to so many of our ladies by mem-
bers of the congregation and other friends 

 
Marian Tyson is now confident in going out and 

walking with her new Rollator. She tells me how 
much she enjoys Murdo’s daily articles which are de-
livered to her, although, being “non- technical” she 
has missed the Sunday services.  Marjorie Shepherd 
and Liz Kerr Have also been a great support. 

 
Marian Harvey is making good progress after her 

heart operation in August. She is grateful to the 
many friends who have helped her; she enjoys the 
after service meetings on Zoom. 

 
Mary Cranstoun is her usual cheery self despite 

being less mobile due to a leg problem She is very 
philosophical about the present Covid 19 problems 
we all face. 

 
Valerie Govan and Margaret Linning are enjoying 

quizes etc. in books and newspapers. Marga-
ret is being well looked after by her niece, 
Pamela and friends.  She has enjoyed watch-
ing the Sunday Services on DVD supplied to 
her by Lynne James. 

 
Irene Caldwell has been looking after her 

mother and parents in law who she brought to 
her house to stay during lockdown. Her father
-in -law, who is confined to a wheelchair, has 
really enjoyed watching Murdo week by week.  
Irene and Paul rejoice in the recent birth of a 
wee grandson..,.yet to be named. 

 
Georgina is her usual cheerful, busy self. 

She provided the quiz for this edition of Cor-
nerstone (see page 11). 

 
In these difficult times we are greatly 

blessed to have so many good people around 
us and to live in such a beautiful place. We 
must thank God for his wonderful creation 
and his loving care which knows no end. 

Sunday Club Lynne James 

At long last, thanks to a training night from SU Scotland, the families of Sunday Club were able to meet 
up on Zoom for a lovely morning of games, chat, singing and a Bible Story! 

It was such a joy to see the children, and their parents, and I caught myself often smiling for the rest of 
the day as I remembered their happy faces and the great way the children all joined in with the “Find 
Me” task of collecting various random items around their houses! 

We plan to meet together again on a Sunday morning in December and then, nearer Christmas.. hold a 
Christingle Service online! 

 

Christingle Service 

The clever organisers of Christingle Services, The Children’s Society, 
have come up with resources that can help us hold our own virtual 
Christingle  Service  

We will hold our online Zoom service at 5pm on the 20th December, 
but there will also be, if restrictions allow, little bags with candles, 
tape and goodies available beforehand for those who would like to 
take part in the service from home.  Please contact me on 

Lynnej1257@gmail.com 

if you would like more information and the link to the Zoom 
Christingle Service. 

 

mailto:Lynnej1257@gmail.com
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Well, The Big Quiz Night came and went and I 
don’t know how many of you managed to log on 
to the live streamed event? 

As I write this, the quiz is still available online 
at this link so you can still try the quiz (and do-
nate to Tearfund online if you feel you would like 
to do that) 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHTtn9i-

RvE 
 
In our house we got together, literally across 

the miles, with members of our family in Gene-
va, Portugal and..Baljaffray! It was a fun and, at 
times pretty chaotic, family Zoom call, with me 
sharing the YouTube screen of the actual quiz 
and everyone switching on and off their micro-
phones for consultations on answers! We even 
had another couple of family members watching 
and answering on WhatsApp! 

Who would ever have imagined last year that 
this would be how we would get together for the 
2020 Big Quiz! 

Our “team” was 11 people in all, but up and 
down the country there were churches involved 
in similar ways so, the “dash board” figure on 
the evening, of nearly 17,500 people tuning in 
or hosting a quiz, probably represents far less 
than the total number of people who got in-
volved! There is no final fundraising total availa-
ble as yet as online donations can still be sent in 
to Tearfund. 

I have a copy of all the questions downloaded 
as well, so, if any of you want to have a shot of 
quizzing together on family or friend calls over 
the Christmas period .. just let me know and I 
can send you the download. 
 

Tearfund Big Quiz Night 
Lynne James 

The Fellowship Group is not able to meet or arrange any event where people gather together at pre-
sent, but we are all thinking up ideas which we may be able to follow up when Covid is suppressed.  
However, I know that fellowship is still happening safely in our village.  As a church, we have gathered 
groceries to go to Stirling food banks, toys for Prison Fellowship and filled shoe boxes for Eastern Europe.  
Some members are printing out Murdo’s Daily Thoughts for neighbours who are not online, and others 
are delivering CDs of Murdo’s sermons to those who requested them.  Others are shopping for villagers 
who are virtually housebound at present because of the virus. 

I feel sure that you will have heard of other acts of kindness which show that the church, and fellow-
ship in our community are very much alive.  

Fellowship  Ella Hyam, Fellowship Group Convenor 

Church Christmas Card  
Nancy Sharp, Mission and Discipleship Group Convenor 

We are very grateful that the Christmas Cards 
from the church will be distributed locally this year 
along with the next edition of the Blane Valley Bul-
letin.  The lovely card includes a greeting from our 
Minister and Session along with a short message 
and gives details of the different events which will 
happen in the next few weeks and over the Christ-
mas period.  Also enclosed will be a small leaf-
let.  There are different designs, but all share the 
story of Jesus coming into the world as a human 
baby to become the Saviour of the world by dying 
on the cross as a payment for the wrongdoings of 
each one of us. Some of the leaflets like ‘The Dog 
that stole Christmas’ have amusing little stories 
along with the message of Jesus and we hope that 
these will be read, enjoyed and passed around 
many people. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHTtn9i-RvE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vHTtn9i-RvE


P A G E  5  Faith and Doubt  Blair Armstrong 

The following article was written by Blair Arm-
strong on 21st October and used at the church 
Prayer Meeting to introduce  the topic of Faith and  
Doubt. 

 
Faith and Doubt 
Back in the late 70’ / early 80’s while working 

for the BBC I was commissioned to research / 
write / present on air on Radio 4 a documentary 
entitled “Faith and Doubt”  

It was a challenging exercise but one that I 
looked forward to with some trepidation. 

I (like many other Christians) have had mo-
ments of doubt when faced with a crisis so it was 
reassuring to find that many of the “giants” of the 
faith also admitted to having moments of doubt. 

The programme had a big budget so I was able 
to secure the services of  well known  Christians 
from all parts of the globe.  

 
People such as the Archbishop of Canterbury / 

Prof Davidson of Glasgow University’s Dept of Bibli-
cal Studies / members of  the leadership team at 
All Souls Langham  Place /  and a host of well 
known theologians including Rev Prof William Bar-
clay indeed it was Willie Barclay that gave the most 
powerful statement on doubt.  He talked about mo-
ments when he experienced doubt and confusion 
In  moments of personal  family anguish like the 
time he was told that his daughter had been killed 
in a boating accident in Ireland. Then there were 
the cruel letters he received from alleged Christians 
who said that Dr Barclay’s daughter was taken 
away by God to protect her from the false teaching 
promoted by Dr Barclay in his preaching  

Although doubt is rarely spoken about (or re-
ferred to) it is high in the mind of all Christians and 
we must confront it . 

 
 Words from the Old Testament psalms make 

clear that the experience of doubt is no new phe-
nomenon  

Like us the psalmists went through periods of 
grave doubt as well as soaring faith 

Sometimes they would write of the vivid reality 
of God’s presence -at other times of their tenuous 
hold on faith. 

But how do we confront our own moments of 
doubt?  

Perhaps we should follow the lead give by the 
16th century  hymn writer Joachim Neander. His 
words, in his hymn, are of reassurance that dispels 
our  moments of fear and doubt 

 
All my hope on God is founded 
All my trust He shall renew 
He my guide through changing order 
Only good and only true 
God unknown 
He alone 
Calls my heart to be His own 

There is a twist in the tail to this story. 
I interviewed Dr Barclay at his home in 

Glasgow on Friday 20th January1978. As I was 
leaving and before the BBC  engineers turned 
off the  recording equipment I included a throw 
away question “How would he like to be re-
membered?” His response was pure gold in 
terms of spiritual insight. For a few minutes I 
discovered the hidden depths of this Godly 
man. 

On the following Tuesday 24th I was in 
Broadcasting House Glasgow when news came 
through  that Dr Barclay had died that morning 
at the age of 71 –Just five days after our meet-
ing, It soon got round the News Room that I 
had a remarkable final recorded interview re-
flecting the deep Christian commitment and 
belief  of this great man. The words he impart-
ed to me just a week earlier,( and spoken by 
Dr Barclay himself) were stunning and compel-
ling and demonstrated to the world Dr Bar-
clay’s desire to tell the world about his Saviour. 

 Within minutes copies of the in-depth inter-
view had reached almost every radio and TV 
station on the planet and Dr Barclay’s simple 
Christian faith was shown to the world – as was 
his wish. 

Rev Prof William Barclay 

The Leprosy Mission  
Liz Kerr has asked us to remind people to continue to collect all 

postage stamps.  These can be kept until we are able to resume 

Sunday Church services, or can be handed in to Liz or Marjorie 

Peddie. Thank you 
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Harvest Donations for Start Up Stirling  
Many thanks to everyone who donat-
ed items for our harvest collection for 
Start Up Stirling (pictured left).  Start 
Up Stirling posted the photo on the 
right on their Facebook page with 
this message: 

A very big thank you 
to Strathblane Parish Church for 
organising a harvest festival col-
lection in the village for Start Up 

Stirling. 
You donated an amazing total of 

269 kg of essential supplies which 
will go to help families in need 
throughout the Stirling Council 

area.  

Our thanks to Sandra Ritchie for co-
ordinating this.   

Once again, despite the 
many challenges we have all 
faced in 2020, Strathblane Par-
ish Church has responded won-
derfully to our appeal for dona-
tions to this worthy 
cause.  Thank you so much for 
the cash donations, gifts for 
children of all ages, Christmas 
cards and wrapping pa-
per.  These will mean so much 
to the children of men or wom-
en who will be spending Christ-
mas in prison this year.  We do 
not know the personal circum-
stances of these families but it 
is a privilege to be able to show 
them something of God’s love 
through our support of the work 
of Prison Fellowship. 

Thank you all again for your 
exceptional generosity - a se-
lection of your lovely gifts are shown in the pictures.  We wish everyone a very Happy Christmas (even 
though it may be very different this year).  Blessings to all of you. 
 

Prison Fellowship Scotland - A Huge Thank 
You!  Nancy Sharp 

C O R N E R S T O N E ,  W I N T E R  2 0 2 0  
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No escaping from Margaret McIntyre’s Shoe Box! Despite us 
not being in church the leaflets wafted through the letterbox! 
I decided to involve two of my grandchildren.  Could they 
choose items for children of the same age? They were sur-
prised by the basics such as soap and toothpaste. Not the 
items  our youngsters  expect in a Christmas Box! 
  
However the project was embarked upon with great enthusi-
asm, although  Archie had to be dissuaded from trying to stuff 
in a hoodie! I need bigger boxes for next year. 
 
Margaret, a big thank you for all the hard work and effort you 
put in to the Shoe Box.  

Blythswood Shoe Boxes Margaret McIntyre 

A Good Outcome From A Difficult Year 

In October 2019 my group and I spent a holiday in 
Whitehaven in Cumbria.  We shared our coach with 
other passengers.  I made an announcement about 
the shoe box appeal and asked anyone if they would 
like to donate any gifts especially for men and boys.  
They certainly did!!!   I was about to sit in the front 
seat when we returned from an outing when I was 
showered with hats, scarves, gloves, underwear and 
toiletries. 

We had a stop at Gretna Green on our way home & 
collected so many boxes from the outlet shoe shops 
that Carol the driver said "Margaret, it is you or the 
boxes".  I got away with it by saying "Carol the back 
seat is empty". 

We had a good response last year with lots of left 
over boxes being put in my loft for this year. 

October &  November 2020:  Ready Steady Go 

I managed to give out Blythswood care leaflets on 
the lovely Sunday we had at our Church.  Joan 

McDougall offered to be “postie” delivering the 
rest of the envelopes which I quickly accept-
ed.  A good friend Jean Cumming has been 
very supportive in  wrapping and collecting 
boxes and donations from all over the village.  
She has given her best to help me with this 
venture.  Marion Tyson (old faithful) never lets 
us down with her pile of shoe boxes and fillers.  
Emily Brown also helped me with wrapping.  By 
the time she finished I think she was ready to 
wrap me up as well! 

I decided I was going to have a positive out-
come from the lockdown and isolation due to 
coronavirus.  45 boxes were handed in to me 
and I made up the rest to reach the total of 
117.   

I have been in the counting house and I am 
delighted to say I am sending a cheque for 
£342 to help transport the shoe boxes.  Ruth 
Reynolds handed in £50 from her Brownies as 
they were unable to meet to fill boxes this 
year.  Get ready to do your sums—if I add £9 
cash in hand it will bring the total to £351.  It 
takes £3 min to send each box, so this amount 
will cover  the full cost of each box which was 
collected.  This means that each year the 
amount donated has covered the cost of 
transport.  What do you think?  Why has this 
been the case?  Good luck?  - I think not!!  

Mairi Ferrier from Evanton, Rosshire has sent 
me the latest video of the boxes being distrib-
uted, so visit  https://youtu.be/4WgvT_KQvHY  
to see how worthwhile our input of help has 
been. It is very touching. 

Thanks for Caring    

Our Blythswood Shoeboxes Mary Stevenson 

STOP PRESS:  The total has now 

reached £390. 

https://youtu.be/4WgvT_KQvHY
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Every Sunday: 

11am—our Sunday morning pre-recorded service is posted on our website every Sunday in time to watch 

at 11am.   We also  watch our weekly Sunday Club video for children on the same page.  You can find 

these on our website (www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com) and click on our ‘blog’ page entitled ‘Our 

Messages During the Coronavirus Period’).  We also post the link to the service on our Facebook page 

and Twitter.  You can also see it all our videos on our YouTube channel ‘Strathblane Church’. 

 

Additional Services and Events: 

Sunday 13th December:  Communion   

On 13th December we will be offering two ways to share communion together.  In the morning, you can 

watch our online pre-recorded service at 11am which will include communion, and you can share in 

communion as you watch with your own bread and wine/juice.  In the evening at 6.30pm you can also 

join in communion via Zoom.  This will be led by Murdo, and if you join on Zoom with your own bread 

and wine/juice we will be able to see one another and share communion together.  To receive the Zoom 

joining details, please email Lynne at lynnej1257@gmail.com.  We will also post the Zoom joining details 

on our notices with the morning service. 

Sunday 20th December:  Christingle Service 

We will have a family Christingle service by Zoom at 5pm on Sunday 20th December.  To register 

your interest and to receive a Christingle kit and Zoom joining details, please email Lynne 

James:  lynnej1257@gmail.com.   

Sunday 20th December:  Carol Sing-Along 

We will also have a carol sing-along by Zoom at 7pm on Sunday 20th December with our pianist, 

Tamara (you will be able to see everyone, but only hear Tamara as it's not easy to sing in unison via 

Zoom).  To receive the Zoom joining details, please email strathblanekirk@gmail.com  

Friday 25th December:  Christmas Day Service 

Our short Christmas day service will be available to watch online from 10am on Christmas Day (in the 

same way as our Sunday morning services). 

 

Regular Events: 

Every Wednesday at 11am  around seven of us meet online for a bible study and fellowship.  We are 

currently doing a study on Hope.  If you would like to join us, please contact Lynne James. 

Wednesday Night Prayer Meetings are also continuing online.  If you would like to take part in these, 

please contact our minister, Murdo, who will be able to send you the Zoom joining details.  

Every Thursday at 7pm  there is now also an online evening bible study via Zoom, currently doing a 

study called Depending On Jesus.   If you would like to take part in this, please contact Wylma Dunbar 

on 01360 770296 or email dundwylma@aol.com  

Dates for Your Diary  

C O R N E R S T O N E ,  W I N T E R  2 0 2 0  

mailto:lynnej1257@gmail.com
mailto:lynnej1257@gmail.com
mailto:strathblanekirk@gmail.com
mailto:dundwylma@aol.com


P A G E  9  

It seems to get busier and busier both here and in 
Malawi. Where shall I start? Levison's gift of a motor-
bike has been so useful when visiting in need and col-
lecting supplies.  

Coffee at the Wilson’s in Blanefield are stocking 
Mzuzu coffee on our behalf. This delicious coffee has 
been grown, roasted and ground in Northern Malawi 
and through our Foundation, support goes back to 
vulnerable people in the same area. 

We are continuing to sell mum’s (Christine Cresswell) 
wonderful paintings that have kept her busy during 
lockdown. All proceeds go towards feeding the 800+ 
children we support. 

Five girls who are being sponsored have been able to 
return to high school as their fees and uniforms have 
been paid. They are working hard and have hope for 
a better future. 

18 children have sponsors now but we have so many 
that need help and girls who are in danger of being 
married off too young as their families cannot afford 
to feed them. Please get in touch if you would like to 

The William Stewart Foundation:  Update  
Sarah Black, Development Manager 

sponsor a child or give money towards food 
for a family or our feeding programme. 

William, 93, is still cycling every day on his 
exercise bike. So far over £3,000 has been 
raised towards providing the village with 
clean water. A well has been dug and it's 
hopefully going to be finished very soon. 
There is still money needed for a solar pump 
for the well, for sinks and eventually a show-
er block as well as irrigation for the fields. 
We currently have some people doing a No-
vember challenge by walking, running, cy-
cling or rowing machine every day to contin-
ue raising money for clean water. We are 
very grateful for this help. 

Girls are still missing school to walk 15km to 
the nearest maize mill and back again, with 
someone else’s maize, for a pittance. We 
would love our own maize mill, as a source of 
income, and so girls and women don't have 
this long journey to make. There is always 
the risk that they are attacked and try to 
avoid this by walking with a friend. 

I am looking forward to being able to return 
and share lots of photos of the work being 
done by the Foundation and of the wonderful 
people there. Hopefully this won't be too far 
in the future. Thank you again for your sup-
port and prayers. You can keep up to date 
via our Facebook page or our website. 
Www.williamstewartfoundation.org  

Blessings, Sarah Black, Development Manag-
er.  

The football team with their first ever donated kit 

Two of Christine’s paintings 

http://www.williamstewartfoundation.org
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At the time of writing there are several weeks to go 
until Christmas and yet there is ongoing speculation as 
to the form Christmas will take in terms of our ability 
to meet together with family and friends, the types of 
events and gatherings allowed to take place, which 
hospitality venues will be open etc. Although politi-
cians are clearly hoping the incidence of Covid-19 cas-
es and the overall public health situation will have im-
proved sufficiently to allow some easing of the current 
constraints and lockdown measures - not to mention 
the possibility of a vaccine becoming available - the 
public is being advised that our Christmas experience 
will be different this year and the freedom to celebrate 
as we have done in the past will no longer be an op-
tion. 

The main focus so far has been on the social and 
commercial aspects of Christmas. When Professor Ja-
son Leitch recently suggested that families should 'get 
their digital Christmas ready', one commentator lik-
ened his comments to the philosophy of Ebeneezer 
Scrooge! 

The reaction from politicians to such forewarnings 
was in the first instance to reassure children that the 
delivery of Christmas presents is unaffected. The First 
Minister confirmed that Santa is 'a key worker' and 
would deliver presents as normal whilst an official UK 

government response stated that Santa could oper-
ate as planned as the only criteria for home deliveries 
were to have minimal contact and to use single work-
ers. The Foreign Office also helpfully reminded us that 
visitors from Lapland (and presumably this also in-
cludes the reindeers) are not required to quarantine. 

The schedules for TV programmes are being revised 
in anticipation of higher than normal viewing figures 
and TV advertisements are showing fewer people 
gathered together. I have even seen the words of well 
known Christmas songs being rewritten to reflect a 
Covid theme. 

But little has been said up until now of the impact 
on delivering the real story of Christmas – the birth of 
Jesus and the sharing of the Christian message of 
hope and peace - especially at this challenging time. 
The Bishop of Paisley was quoted as saying that the 
negative messages we hear in the media, 'run the risk 
of destroying all hope. Without hope we will fail to 
combat the pandemic, we will fail to care for our-
selves'. And I know a similar theme has featured in 
Murdo's thoughts over the past seven months. 

A COVID Christmas with Jesus@Home   
Ian Mills 

So how can we as individual church mem-
bers along with the church itself both locally 
and nationally ensure that the REAL mes-
sage of Christmas is not lost? The traditional 
and normally well attended church services 
during Advent and Christmas itself are un-
likely to take place. Whilst the excellent 
online contributions delivered through our 
own church here in Strathblane will continue 
and no doubt be supplemented at a national 
level, it is not the same, and the real story 
of Christmas runs the risk of being sub-
sumed in the many other issues the public 
will be coping with this year. 

I recently read a tongue in cheek article 
in which the writer adapted part of St Luke's 
gospel to reflect the nativity in the context 
of Covid-19. Apparently the reason for Mary 
and Joseph being denied accommodation in 
the inn was due to the innkeeper's preoccu-
pation with the 'Eat Out to Help Out' 
scheme. Also, the 'multitude of heavenly 
hosts' gathering in the manger was restrict-
ed to six and the Wise Men were required to 
quarantine when they returned home. 

More seriously, if we are unable to partici-
pate in our normal congregational activities, 
how do we ensure that the Christmas mes-
sage remains prominent within our own 
homes. 

The concept of Jesus@Home was prompt-
ed by the cancellation of a local (admittedly 
commercial) event. For the past few years 
our grandchildren have enjoyed visiting San-
ta's Woodland Experience near Balfron. 
Whilst the event is cancelled this year due to 
the Covid-19 restrictions,the organisers are 
offering a Santa@Home experience to 
'ensure your family can still enjoy Santa's 
magic'. 

I wonder if it is possible for us to consider 
a Jesus@Home experience to observe the 
true meaning (the 'magic'?) of Christmas 
along with what we are able to access from 
our online contact with the church. A few 
weeks ago we observed Remembrance Sun-
day quite differently from normal. Compari-
sons were drawn between the restrictions 
and uncertainty facing the population during 
the two World Wars and the situation we 
find ourselves in at present. And yet the ob-
servation was made that even in the darkest 
days of war 'Christmas was never cancelled' 
- nor will it be 'cancelled' this year. However, 
there is a greater responsibility on us given 
whatever Covid-19 restrictions are in place 
come 25 December, to celebrate with Je-
sus@Home and share the message of hope 
brought about by his birth. 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Cuppa Time Christmas Quiz  Georgina Marshall 

1. Which country started the tradition of putting up a Christmas tree? 

2. Which European city donates a Christmas tree for Trafalgar Square every year? 

3. Which monarch made the first Christmas broadcast?  In which year was this? 

4. Shakespeare wrote a play for Elizabeth 1 as a Christmas present.  Which one is it? 

5. Where did Mary and Joseph travel after leaving Bethlehem? 

6. Who is the patron saint celebrated on 26th December? 

7. Who banned Christmas carols after the English Civil War? 

8. Where does the name Boxing Day come from? 

9. Which carol brings you ‘tidings of comfort joy’? 

10. Three of Santa’s reindeers’ names begin with a ‘D’.  What are these names? 

11. Which saint introduced carols in churches? 

12. Jingle Bells was originally written for which American holiday? 

13. Of all the popular Christmas songs, which is the best selling single of all time? 

14. Which hymn’s second verse begins ‘Christ in highest heaven adored’? 

15. According to the 1946 Christmas classic, ‘It’s a Wonderful Life’, what happens every time a bell 

rings? 

16. Which is the most famous Christmas ballet of all time? 

17. In the song Jingle Bells, what kind of sleigh is mentioned? 

18. On the tenth day of Christmas, what does my true love send to me? 

19. When was the first Christmas card printed? 

20. In Will Ferrell’s ‘Elf’, what is the first rule of the Code of Elves? 

When I was a child, every Christmas Eve, my mother drove from 
Milngavie to Newlands, to spend the day with my Auntie Phyllis and her 
family. There was no Clyde tunnel then; we travelled through the 
streets of Glasgow and our great joy was to count the Christmas trees, 
colourfully lighting up the windows of the homes we passed. 

Genesis Ch 1, vs 3 says ”And God said “ Let there be Light “ 

In John Ch 8 vs 12,  Jesus says, “ I am the Light of the World. Who-
ever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.  

Passing on to his disciple the great commission, in Matthew Ch 5 vs 
14 to 16, Jesus said “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do 
they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the 
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
Heaven” 

This comparison of light and darkness applies to God and in 1 John 1 it says “God is light and in Him is 
no darkness at all.” 

In this time of doom and gloom, we face a difficult winter ahead; we are unable to meet our friends 
and families, and go to church. Christians have always been good at adapting local customs as their own 
eg the custom of decorating and lighting trees came from ancient pagan Northern Europe, as well as 
from the Roman celebration of Saturnalia. 

Likewise , we could all make a special effort to brighten up the village this Christmas, with extra lights, 
at widows and outdoors, to honour the birth of Jesus, the light of the world and to do our part in showing 
joy to the world. 

Let’s Light Up The Village This Christmas Marjorie Peddie 



P A G E  1 2  

Missionary News  Wednesday Prayer Group 
Yvonne Mildred is now back in rural Sandema.   She is 
helping her neighbours harvest peanuts. In the photos 
below the women are taking the peanuts off the roots.   
They then need to batch dry them in the sun for four 
days until they rattle, then they roast and salt and see if 
they can sell them. 

Catherine has returned home to Scotland for family 
reasons.  Before she left Spain, she took photographs so 
that she and others in the team could take a virtual 
prayer walk and pray for the work undertaken by the 
team such as the café, the art therapy classes and for-
mal adult learning. 

All of these activities are now on hold due to new re-
strictions so it is important to bring these before the 
Lord and to pray for the people involved, both staff and 
students.  

Lorna Ferguson  says, “Thank you for 
your prayers and support”.  After more than 
a year’s work, along with many contribu-
tors, she is pleased to tell of the production 
of “Beneath the Surface”, a booklet to en-
courage prayer for Christian work in Japan. 
Now about 10,000 advance orders are be-
ing distributed (and we hope to obtain 
some for Strathblane).  Regulations have 
eased sufficiently to permit some one-year 
short-term missionaries to enter Japan - 
with much documentation and the inevita-
ble quarantine time.   

Lorna’s home in Japan 

James and Kirsty, with Deborah and Susanna, write to 
us, “Thanks for your prayers for our family.  You might 
be curious about what life is like for us here in Hong 
Kong.  We include a photo, looking across the bay to-
wards where we stay in a tower block by the sea and un-
der the shadow of a mountain.  We are thankful to God 
that the pandemic is currently under control here so both 
schools and churches are open again (at 9.11.2020)”.  
Later, they update us with some big news:  they are 
grateful for God’s clear direction that they should move 
back to Scotland for their girls’ secondary education after 
they finish their current leadership roles in Summer 
2020. 

Carolyn Kemp enjoyed a few days of holiday in the north of Scotland where she sighted, amongst other 
wildlife,  golden eagles and woodpeckers.  In November the Diaspora Returnee Ministry leadership team 
met, with members joining from different time-zones! Vancouver to Sydney and cities in between.  This 
meant the “night shift” for Carolyn: 10-30pm-1.30am leading meetings on Zoom!   

After 10 years as Field Director, next year she will move to a new role in OMF.  She asks for prayer as 
the Lord leads forward. 
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C O R N E R S T O N E ,  W I N T E R  2 0 2 0  

Treasurer’s Report    Jean Strachan 

Despite being unable to meet for Sunday worship, the past few months have shown that the church is 

very much more than just a building. The work has gone on thanks to the dedication of many people 

who organised, not just the weekly services and daily messages, but also the Harvest event, the Prison 

Fellowship gifts, the production of Cornerstone and the refreshing of the Snowdrop garden among other 

things continuing in the background... For all of these, Donald and I wish to express our great apprecia-

tion and thanks. 

A Message of Appreciation Marjorie Peddie 

Below are the figures for unrestricted giving for 10 months to 31 October 2020 compared with 
the first 10 months in the previous year.   
 
 

   
 
The closure of the Church for Sunday morning worship due to the coronavirus continues to im-
pact our income from giving.  Since my last report in the Autumn Cornerstone, I am pleased to 
say that more people have got in touch with me and have set up standing orders, have made 
their donation directly into the church bank account or have sent me cheques.  Some income 
was received from the few people who managed to attend Church on the Sunday the Church 
was open.  Much of the Gift Aid income comes from standing orders and this has continued.   
 
If you would like to continue to give your offerings to Strathblane Parish Church while we are 
still not meeting for worship, you could choose to set up a standing order or pay your giving di-
rectly into the Church bank account.  To do this phone me on 01360 770143 or email  
fastra@aol.com.   You could make a payment by cheque which you can send to me either to my 
home or the Church office.  Some people may prefer to bring their WFO envelopes once the 
Church re-opens and people who donate through the open plate may rather wait until they can 
bring their donations in person so that their giving remains anonymous. 
The running costs for ministry and buildings have not disappeared during this difficult period.  
Our Ministry and Mission payment of around £42,500 has still to be met.  Although very little 
work has been done this year on fabric, the work listed in the Quinquennial Review as ‘essential’ 
has merely been delayed until future years meaning we will have a problem in the future if we 
suffer a drop in income.  Your continued financial support is vital. 

2020 2019 Change Change

£ £ £ %

Gift Aid 35,096 34,786 310 0.9

Non Gift Aid Envelopes 821 1,555 -734 -47.2

Open Plate 1,589 6,271 -4,682 -74.7

37,506 42,612 -5,106 -12.0

Other Donations 2,127 2,025 102

Gift Day 2,227 7,023 -4,796

Legacy 0 2,000 -2,000

Weddings/Funerals 350 400 -50

42,210 54,060 -11,850

mailto:fastra@aol.com
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Charity Christmas Cards  

We usually hold our annual charity Christmas card sale in November, and regretfully we are not able to do 
so this year. We would commend to you some of the good causes who have sold cards at our event in past 
years, and who are selling cards online – we would encourage you to place orders for cards directly with 
them- here are the links to their Christmas Card online shops: 

Crossreach: https://shop.crossreach.org.uk/ 

Tearfund: https://www.tearfundchristmascards.co.uk/ 

Barnardo’s: https://shop.barnardos.org.uk/charity-cards/christmas-cards 

CHAS: https://www.charitycardshop.com/chas/category/2 

The Leprosy Mission: https://www.tlmtrading.com/cards-stationery/christmas-cards 

Spinal Injuries Association: https://www.spinal.co.uk/product-category/christmas/ 

RNLI: https://shop.rnli.org/collections/christmas-cards 

Erskine: https://www.erskine.org.uk/product-category/charity-christmas-cards/ 

Strathcarron Hospice: https://www.strathcarronhospice.net/pages/shop/department/christmas-cards-2020 

Christmas Quiz Answers 

1.  Germany  2. Oslo 3. King George V in 1932  4. The Merry Wives of Windsor  5. Egypt  6. St. Ste-
phen  7. Oliver Cromwell  8. Back in the day, Boxing Day was a traditional day off for servants in which 
they received a ‘Christmas Box’ from their masters  9. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen  10. Dancer, Dash-
er and Donner  11. St. Francis of Assisi  12. Thanksgiving  13. White Christmas by Bing Crosby  14. Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing  15. An angel gets its wings  16. The Nutcracker  17. A one horse open sleigh  
18. Ten lords a-leaping  19. 1843  20. Treat every day like Christmas.  

Cornerstone and Other Communications  Traci Leven 

The various ways of staying in touch are set out 
on Page 15 including our website details and various 
social media channels.  Please remember that, for 
those who are unable to access our website and so-
cial media, we are able to provide printed copies of 
Murdo’s daily thoughts (usually delivered in weekly 
bundles), printed copies of Cornerstone, and CDs or 
DVDs of our Sunday Service .  If you know of any-
one who would like to receive these, please do let 
me, or any of our Elders know. 

I took over from Abi as the (very) part-time 
church administrator towards the end of September.  
I am working from home where possible, and only 
using the Kirk Rooms office for essential tasks such 
as printing.  My routine hours in the Kirk Rooms of-
fice are on Thursday mornings only, but at the time 
of writing we are entering our ’Level 4’ restrictions, 
meaning I will not be visiting the office for three 
weeks other than to print Cornerstone.  I very much 
look forward to beginning ’normal’ duties such as 

preparing  weekly sheets for our Sunday services 
in church, and even being able to welcome a vis-
itor or two to the office!  I pray that it will not be 
long until such things can happen.  

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to 
this edition of Cornerstone—it was a joy to re-
ceive so many and varied articles and photos.  I 
would love to hear from  you if you have a con-
tribution for the Spring 2021 edition.  The dead-
line for submissions will be Saturday 20th Feb-
ruary, but please feel free to submit at any time 
before this date. 

I wish all Cornerstone readers, near and far, a 
blessed Christmas and a very happy 2021. 

https://shop.crossreach.org.uk/
https://www.tearfundchristmascards.co.uk/
https://shop.barnardos.org.uk/charity-cards/christmas-cards
https://www.charitycardshop.com/chas/category/2
https://www.tlmtrading.com/cards-stationery/christmas-cards
https://www.spinal.co.uk/product-category/christmas/
https://shop.rnli.org/collections/christmas-cards
https://www.erskine.org.uk/product-category/charity-christmas-cards/
https://www.strathcarronhospice.net/pages/shop/department/christmas-cards-2020
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Minister 

Rev Murdo Campbell  

01360 770226  MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Session Clerk 

Mrs Lynne James  

01360 770547 lynnej1257@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer 

Mrs Jean Strachan 

01360 770143   fastra@aol.com  

 

Church Office and Cornerstone 

Traci Leven, church administrator/

Cornerstone editor 

Office:  01360 770484  Personal:  07939 898722   strathblanekirk@gmail.com 

(office phone usually manned on Thursday mornings only, email available 7 

days per week) 

 

 

 

Church Website 

The church website is www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com.  For Murdo’s Thoughts 

for the Day, see our page ‘Our Messages during the Coronavirus Period’.  This is also 

where the Sunday service videos are posted.  

 

 

Facebook  

Like or follow our page ‘Strathblane Parish 

Church’  (www.facebook.com/StrathblaneKirk) to see news and 

updates, including Murdo’s Thoughts for the Day.   

 

 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter @Strathblanekirk 
 

 

YouTube 

Our YouTube channel is called ‘Strathblane Church’ - you can 

see all our services and Sunday Club videos there.  Subscribe to 

our channel to be notified of new posts. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCDWyTLcF0GRILUbpDpCbNnw 

Key Contacts and Social Media 

mailto:MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:lynnej1257@gmail.com
mailto:fastra@aol.com
mailto:strathblanekirk@gmail.com
http://www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com
https://www.facebook.com/StrathblaneKirk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWyTLcF0GRILUbpDpCbNnw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDWyTLcF0GRILUbpDpCbNnw


Our Pre-Recorded Remembrance Sunday Service, 8th November 


