
Safe in the Midst of All Out Troubles 
Rev Murdo Campbell, Minister 
 
Psalm 138:7-8 -. Though I walk in 

the midst of trouble, you preserve my 
life; you stretch out your hand against 
the wrath of my enemies, and 
your right hand delivers me. 
The Lord will fulfil his purpose for 
me; your steadfast love, O Lord, en-
dures forever. Do not forsake the work 
of your hands. ESV. 

In some animated films the main 
character must walk through a deep, 
frightening forest—at night. The trunks 
of the trees are dark and branches 
reach out with long, twiggy fingers in an 
attempt to grab the terrified traveller. 
Possibly influenced by these films my 
young granddaughter has come to view 
the trees at the back of our manse as a 
dark and mysterious forest, she tells 
me, “I am little red riding hood and you 
are the big bad wolf” – she screams 
whenever I appear from behind a tree 
and she runs for the safety of her fa-
ther’s arms shouting help –help, confi-
dent she will find a loving embrace. 

Like David the psalmist, we "walk in 
the midst of trouble," but we don't con-
tend with imaginary, animated trees. 
Our troubles are real. Our journey may 
lead through illness, family troubles, 
Coronavirus lockdown, loss of a home 
or employment, financial worries or 
grief and loss. David faced the wrath of 
unnamed enemies, just as the terrifying 
enemies of fear, doubt and death reach 
out for us. But the psalmist offers up his 
praise. God preserved his life, stretching 
out a strong right hand to deliver him 
from his foes. In the same way, God 
reaches down to preserve us in the 
midst of trouble. We can trust him be-
cause his strong right hand has already 
delivered us from sin and death. 
 
David confidently declares, "The LORD 
will fulfil his purpose for me." The apos-
tle Paul assures us that the Lord fulfilled 
his purpose for Israel's shepherd-king, 

saying, "For David, after he had served 
the purpose of God in his own genera-
tion, fell asleep and was laid with his 
fathers" (Acts 13:36a). When God ac-
complished his purposes through David, 
Israel's great king fell asleep in death. A 
greater king than David, Jesus, came to 
fulfil the Father's purpose, to offer him-
self as the sacrifice for the sins of the 
world. As the cross grew near, Jesus 
said, "Now is my soul troubled. And 
what shall I say? 'Father, save me from 
this hour'? But for this purpose I have 

come to this hour" (John 12:27). 
 

We were "in the midst of trouble," trou-
ble so deep that we could not escape by 
our own efforts. Yet "while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us" (Romans 
5:8b). Jesus delivered us from sin and 
death. Stretched out, his hands and feet 
nailed to the rough wood of the cross, 
Jesus suffered and died, enduring the 
penalty of death for our sins. He was 
raised from death on the first Easter 
morning, exalted to reign at God's right 
hand. Through faith, we are united with 
Jesus, buried and raised with him. 
Whatever dark forest you may be trav-
eling through today, however foreboding 
our present circumstances appear, we 
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Church Family    

 

Funerals 

 

Church member: 

 

Fergus Grant:  

Date of death—11th July 2020 

Funeral—24th July 2020 

 

Please see Fergus’s obituary on Page 4. 
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“Now the dwelling place of God is with men, and 

He will live with them and be their God” 

Rev 21:3 

Church Re-opening Lynne James, Session Clerk 

may be confident of this one thing “the LORD 
will fulfil his purpose for me.” Through Jesus 
Christ it has been revealed to us what God’s 
purposes for us are, they are good, loving 
and kind – he forgives us and he offers us 
eternal life. 

 
Remember this, dark shadows whether re-

al or imagined, you can always run to your 
Father’s arms, knowing there you will receive 
his goodness, mercy and a loving embrace. 

The psalmist put it much more succinctly than 
I when he said, "Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 
shall dwell in the house of the LORD forev-
er" (Psalm 23:6). 

 
THE PRAYER: Heavenly Father, walk with us 
through every earthly trouble and keep us safe 
in your care, now and forever. In Jesus' Name.  

Amen. 
Murdo 

As you may already know, churches throughout Scotland can now choose to 
re-open for public worship, with very limited numbers in attendance.   This can 
only be done, however, when the local Presbytery has given permission to indi-
vidual churches after they have completed their Covid 19 risk assessment pro-
cedures. 

Strathblane has complied with all the necessary safety criteria and has 
lodged the  necessary forms with Church of Scotland. We now have permission 
to start a cautious and limited re-opening plan for our church family. 

We plan to open the church, in the first instance, for a time for private prayer 
and contemplation on Wednesday 9th and 16th September, from 2 until 3 p.m. 
Only four people at a time will be allowed into the sanctuary and will be safely 
distanced during their time in the building. 

On Sunday 27th September we will hold a pilot service by invitation only. Elders have already ascer-
tained the names of those who who earnestly wish to be able to return to the church building, including 
those who are unable to watch the services online. 

If the pilot service is successful this will then be opened out further on subsequent Sundays. The ca-
pacity within the church will be greatly reduced with a maximum of 30 people being able to attend . Be-
cause of this, we would ask that you ring your Elder before the Friday of each week to book a place for 
the service. 

If you have no elder, please ring the Session Clerk on 07796871607.   
If all the places are booked on one Sunday, your name will automatically, and immediately, be put 

on the list for the following Sunday. 
The plan is to stream the services live on our Facebook page, and videos of the service will subse-

quently be available on our website so those with internet access will be able to continue to join our 
services and worship from home.  The children’s content will continue solely online as it is at present. 
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On entering the church you will have to wear a mask; we have a supply on hand should you need 

one. 
Your name and contact number will be checked. 
Make sure you use the hand sanitizer supplied before entering the sanctuary. 
Someone will be on hand to show you to a designated seat. This is for your safety, so that all social 

distancing can be observed. 
There is a one way system in place with clear signs so don’t worry about going in the wrong door. 
The service will last for approximately 30 minutes.  There will be music, but at present no singing is 

allowed for health reasons. 
At the end of the service, please leave following the one way system, and leaving a safe distance be-

tween yourself and others. 
You may feel that there are many regulations to follow as you come to the “new normal” church, but 

they are in place to keep all of us as safe as possible and to allow you to relax in God’s House allowing 
His Word to uplift and support you throughout your time of worship. 

 
Please see Murdo’s checklist on the back page of Cornerstone.  This is also available on our website. 



P A G E  4  

C O R N E R S T O N E ,  A U T U M N  2 0 2 0  

Fergus Roy Grant was born on 10th Novem-
ber 1949. The youngest brother of Billy, Letty, 
Ian, Angus and George.    

 At the age of 3 the family moved to Ballewan 
Crescent, where he lived until he passed away 
on Saturday 11th July with Paula, Beth and Alfie 
by his side.   

Fergus attended Strathblane Primary and 
Balfron High School.    

He would often speak fondly of helping with 
the milk run before school in the morning.  

 After leaving school in 1965, he did his ap-
prenticeship and proudly gained his mechanic’s 
qualifications working in various garages includ-
ing—Robert Atkinson, Appleyard and the Bus 
corporation before leaving to work in Macharg 
Rennie and Lindsay where he stayed until he 
retired in 2017.   

 In 1990 he met Paula and within 8 months 
they were engaged. When his friends learned 
that he was getting married in the chapel they 
sat a pineapple on the bar of the Kirkhouse as a 
joke. The following year they were married and 
2 years later their daughter Beth was born. Fer-
gus loved his family dearly, including all his 
nieces and nephews; Fiona, Moyra, David, Paul, 
Cameron, Jennifer, Becca and Eric.     

 Fergus loved football and played with 
Blanefield Thistle in the village in his younger 
years as well as staunchly supporting Rangers, 
attending as many games as possible with his 
trusty season ticket.    

He was present at Ibrox on the terrible day 
when the stairway collapsed at the stadium with 
the loss of many lives.  Fergus and his friends 
had left the game before the accident and 
thankfully avoided the tragedy.   

 In May 2004 he suffered a stroke which saw 
him in hospital for 6 weeks.   

At the end of the year he was unable to re-
turn to his prior role as a service receptionist, so 
worked as driver and car park attendant until he 
retired.    

Fergus was very proud of his daughter and 
every night he would tuck her in and read the 
bedtime story.   

 He would often attend dancing displays, tak-
ing various items up to Guide camps that were 
forgotten and cheering her on at Strathblane 
and the Allander bowling clubs.  He provided a 
reliable taxi service despite having an unreliable 
sat nav. His proudest day was when Beth gradu-
ated as a Veterinary Nurse from Napier Univer-
sity.  

Fergus would often be seen walking the dog 
he never really wanted, his best friend Alfie, 
who went most places with him. Sadly once he 
was diagnosed with cancer he struggled to walk 
Alfie as much but Alfie was always by his side 
whether it be in the garden or watching all the 
quiz shows or football he could find on TV.   

 In November for his 70th, as usual, he didn’t 
want any fuss, only wanting a small gathering 

for close friends and fami-
ly. Unknown to him there 
was a surprise arranged. 
His 2 nieces, Jennifer, Bec-
ca and Eric had arranged 
to come up from Oxford to 
celebrate.  So on the Sat-
urday morning he could 
not understand why he 
was being told he was go-
ing to Mugdock with Paula, 
Beth and Alfie for a walk.  
When by chance they 
bumped in to 3 young peo-
ple with their two white 
dogs, Monty and Benjie, 
his face lit up when he re-
alised it was Jennifer, Eric 
and Becca.    

That evening was en-
joyed by friends and fami-
ly, young and old who all 
had a special place in their heart for Fergus.   

Sadly this year his cancer returned again and 
Fergus ended up in hospital a few times which he 
truly hated. It was during his last stay in Larbert 
Hospital that he told Beth he had worked out how 
he would get home being determined to get there. 
He’d said to Beth “I’ll take the bus from Larbert to 
Falkirk, Falkirk to Glasgow and then from Glasgow 
home”. Given that he only had pyjamas and dress-
ing gown, no money or bus pass, and most nota-
bly  he was unable to walk as his legs could simply 
no longer hold him up, so both Beth and Paula had 
a little laugh at the thought of his determination to 
get home.   

 Most pleasingly, he did manage to get home 
where he spent his last few days in the house in 
which he had grown up and spent his life, enjoying 
his family and friends so much over so many 
years.   

 Beth and Paula would like to thank family and 
friends, neighbours, doctors, nurses, carers and 
Strathcarron, who helped make life a little bit easi-
er for the family in the last few days.   

  Fergus will be missed by all who loved him.  

Fergus Grant  
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While some of you may already have seen the lovely photos of our Sunday Club children returning to 
school as part of one of the children’s addresses online, we hope that you won’t mind seeing them again  
in this edition of Cornerstone, as we continue to hold the young ones in our prayers. 

Their bright faces reflect their delight at being back at school, and we know that their parents were so 
pleased and relieved that they were going back to some kind of normality. I know that they would also be 
much missed at home though even if a little bit of quite precious peace might have descended on house-
holds at 9 a.m. on the first day back! 

As the children and, indeed, the whole families involved in our Sunday Club and Messy Church, navigate 
through the “new normal” in schools, let us continue to pray for each one of them, and their friends, class-
mates and teaching staff.  

Please pray for their safety and, for those who may be anxious, a peace of mind and heart that can only 
come from knowing that a Loving God holds them all constantly in His Hands. 

Please pray for all primary and secondary school children and staff, both locally and nationwide. 
 I continue to miss the children so very much and look forward to the day when we can all join together 

back in the Kirkrooms. 

Sunday Club Lynne James 

Flatbread Recipe  

Sunday club, accompanying a story about Elijah, recently includ-
ed a recipe for quick and delicious flatbreads.  In case you missed 
it—here it is. 

Ingredients 
200g/7oz plain or wholemeal flour 
¼ tsp salt 
100ml/3½fl oz warm water 
2 tbsp oil (olive, sunflower or vegetable), plus extra for cooking 
 
Method 
 
Kid’s job: Place the flour and salt in a large bowl and trickle on the water bit by bit. 
Kid’s job: Mix the water and flour mixture together. Kids can mix using one finger so that they don’t get a 
whole hand covered in dough. Doughy hands can be cleaned by rubbing a little more flour onto the hands 
over another bowl or the bin – resist the urge to wash doughy hands as you will block the drain! 
Kid’s job: Add the oil and knead the dough – you are aiming for a soft dough. If it is too sticky, add a little 
more flour or if it is too dry, add a splash of water. 
Kid’s job: Knead the dough for 5 minutes – kids can do this in the bowl or on a clean surface using one or 
two hands. 
You can cook the breads straight away or leave the dough to stand for about 30 minutes. This is a good 
time to make a quick filling such as a grated salad or dip. Divide the dough into four balls (or six if you have 
a smaller frying pan). 
Kid’s job: On a clean surface, roll each ball of dough one at a time using a rolling pin. If you pick up and 
move round the flatbread often you know it hasn’t stuck. (You may need to sprinkle a little flour on the sur-
face but only use a little as too much will dry out the dough.) Don’t worry if they aren’t perfect circles! 
Adult’s job: Heat a large frying pan. Take a sheet of kitchen paper and rub a little oil onto the surface of the 
pan. Cook each flatbread for about 2 minutes on one side – it should puff up a little. Flip the flatbread over 
using tongs and then cook for a couple of minutes on the other side. The flatbread should have turned light-
er in colour and may have a few spots of brown. Keep the cooked flatbreads warm, wrapped in foil or a 
clean tea towel, until the others are cooked. 
If you want crisp flatbreads rub them with a little olive oil, chop into strips or triangles with scissors and 
then ask an adult to fry them for 5–10 minutes, or until crisp 
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There is so much happening at the Foundation in 
Ibuluma, rural Northern Malawi. More children keep 
coming to be fed, some walking over 20km. We are 
now feeding over 800 children at weekends.  

The period poverty project is well underway. Ten 
girls have been faithfully making and sewing reusa-
ble sanitary towels and drawstring bags. The first 
40 older girls have each received a bag with 5 sani-
tary towels, 3 pairs of pants, a bar of soap and a 
health information leaflet. The girls are now making 
masks and will then continue with alleviating period 
poverty, ensuring girls do not miss school for one 
week every month. 

The crops are doing well and we had a good har-
vest of maize which we give thanks for. The maize 
will last about 3 months before we need to buy 
more to feed the children. It costs £15 to feed each 
child one meal a week for a year. 

We are delighted that 12 children have now been 
matched with sponsors. High school in Malawi has 
to be paid for so unless families can afford to pay 
then children can’t go. These 12 children are now 

secure in the knowledge that 
someone cares for them and 
they can complete their educa-
tion. More children need spon-
sors so message us if you’d like 
more info. 

Christine Cresswell, my mum 
and a trustee of our charity, 
has been kindly painting for us. 

The William Stewart Foundation Malawi  Sarah Black 

We raffled a painting recently and made £100 to-
wards feeding the children.  

 

Our big fundraiser is 
for a borehole. William, 
our 93 year old found-
er, is cycling halfway 
round the world on his 
exercise bike to raise 
money to provide a 
borehole for the Foun-
dation, ensuring clean 
water for the whole 
village. Currently, 
clean water is brought 
from the nearest bore-
hole 1km away. You 
can read full story, 
hear an interview with 
William and donate 
here:   

 

 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/clean-water-in-
ibuluma-1 

Levison is very grateful for the motorbike he was 
able to buy and is finding it very useful. Thank 
you all for your continued support and prayers. 
Here are the links to keep up to  date with news 
and photos.  

www.williamstewartfoundation.org  

https://www.facebook.com/
williamstewartmalawi/ 

C O R N E R S T O N E ,  A U T U M N  2 0 2 0  
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Cuppa Time Word Quiz Marjorie Peddie 

For those who have missed our Thursday afternoons,  here is a quiz to keep your brains active. 

The answers to the clues are all words with double letters.   

E.g:   A.  The name of Moses brother….. Aaron 

 L.  Boots worn in the rain…..Wellingtons 

 

A. Eastern market (6) 

B. Unintelligible talk or writing (9) 

C. Relating to church organisation (14) 

D. Annual Welsh festival of poets and musicians (10) 

E. A quick look (4) 

F. Caffeine drink (6) 

G. Excited, nervous laughing (8) 

H. Traveler who thumbs for free car rides (10) 

I. Sliding down snowy slope (6) 

J. Arabic word for Muslims who have completed visit to Mecca (6) 

K. Trinket or small ornament (10) 

L. Song to help baby sleep (7) 

M. Resistance to infection (8) 

N. Highest point, peak (9) 

O. Work jointly with (9) 

P. Person learning a trade from skilled employer (10) 

Q. - 

R. Strikingly unconventional or far fetched (7) 

S. Person who studies ancient Greek and Latin (10) 

T. Sporadic, fitful, irregular (12) 

U. Type of floor cleaner (6) 

V. Drinking session (slang) (5) 

W. Native American meeting (6) 

X. 2020 in Roman numerals (4) 

Y. - 

Z. Breed of horse trained in Spanish Riding School in Vienna, which is born black but turns white by 

age 5 (10) 

 

Happy quizzing—the answers are on page 14. 
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As we continue to reflect on the Covid-19 expe-
rience and appreciate how fortunate we are to be 
resident in this community, one of the features 
which has dominated our lives in recent months 
has been the regular issuing and updating of gov-
ernment guidelines in response to the pandemic. 

These guidelines have covered a variety of is-
sues from the early instruction to 'Stay at Home' 
along with school closures, travel constraints, 
changes to work patterns, closure of shops and 
leisure facilities, restrictions on gatherings includ-
ing in the church, wearing face masks and so on. 
All of us have had to adapt which in some cases 
has led to new and innovative ways of carrying on 
with our lives – not least being the use of elec-
tronic means of communication, although not eve-
ryone is able to access this. In other cases, more 
serious constraints and personal tragedies have 
affected a number of people. 

From time to time there was confusion (at least 
to me) as to whether the government guidelines 
were of an advisory nature or mandatory – be it 
UK or Scotland. Depending on which government 
spokesperson or 'expert' was being interviewed 
could result in a variation of interpretation e.g. do 
we/do we not require to wear face masks! 

Timelines were introduced when the guidelines 
would be reviewed and restrictions eased. 

On some occasions within days of being issued, 
a 'U turn' would take place in response to either a 

Further Covid-19 Reflections Ian Mills  

public outcry or advice from the 'experts'. Then if 
the easing of restrictions led to a rise in Covid-19 
levels within an area, new measures were put in 
place. 

One wonders what Moses would have made of 
all this when he delivered God's 'guidelines' on 
Mount Sinai. In comparison with the myriad set 
of rules relating to Covid-19, Moses delivered just 
ten commandments on two tablets of stone. The 
very word 'commandment' conveys a sense of 
clarity. The fact that seven of the commandments 
begin with the words 'Thou shalt not', one begins 
with 'Thou shalt' and the message in the remain-
ing two is also quite clear, avoids any ambiguity. 

Moses did not indicate a timeline to review 
these commandments nor did he suggest that the 
restrictions imposed by the 'Thou shalt not' com-
mandments may be eased at any time. 

And so the ten commandments remain at the 
centre of Christian teaching. It is of course the 
case that they have attracted the attention of 
many scholars and commentators over the years 
and continue to be a topic of debate. 

So let us fast forward to summer 2020. Break-
ing news – God's spokesperson Moses is to hold a 
press conference to issue a set of guidelines re-
lating to human behaviour. 

TV stations across the world are on standby, 
the journalists are poised. 

Moses appears and sets out the ten command-
ments – probably on a TV screen as opposed to 
two tablets of stone. 

Imagine the questions he may be asked. What 
headlines will appear in the press? 

Will focus groups be convened to gauge public 
opinion? Will there be opinion polls published?  

The ten commandments are still being dis-
cussed centuries after the event.  How many 
years will it be until Covid-19, government guide-
lines and the impact on the population are no 
longer a topic of conversation? 

The Roll-Call of the Heroes of Faith Eric Livingstone  

For me, some of the blessings of “lock down” 
have been that friends sent me hymns and video 
clips via “Whats App”.  I commended some of 
them to you in the previous Cornerstone.  Since 
that issue, I have listened, many times, to “Hero 

of Israel” written by Anthony Lancaster and sung 
by a virtual praise and harmony choir. 

We followed up on Anthony Lancaster and 
have discovered a beautiful recitation of Hebrews 
11, interspersed with some appropriate hymns.  
He makes the passage come to life and you read-
ily recall to mind the various scriptures regarding 
Abel and Enoch and Noah and Abraham and how 
they all had faith in our almighty God.  The en-
couragement to us is, since we are surrounded by 
such a great cloud of witnesses, we ought to fix 
our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
our faith.   

You can find the video clip on Facebook or 
Youtube on “Easter Project Hebrews 11 with An-
thony Lancaster”.  I would encourage you to look 
it up if possible and I can guarantee that it will do 
your heart good. 
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Treasurer’s Report Jean Strachan, Treasurer  

For the first 7months of 2020 and 2019 our giving may be compared as follows: 
 

 
 
 
The closure of the Church for Sunday morning worship due to the coronavirus has obviously had an im-

pact on our income from giving.  Since my last report in the Summer Cornerstone, I am pleased to say 
that a number of people got in touch with me and have set up standing orders, made their donation di-
rectly into the church bank account or have sent me cheques.  No income has been received from those 
who normally give through the non gift aid WFO system and the open plate. Much of the Gift Aid income 
comes from standing orders and this has continued.   

 
If you would like to continue to give your offerings to Strathblane Parish Church while we are still not 

meeting for worship, you could choose to set up a standing order or pay your giving directly into the 
Church bank account.  To do this phone me on 01360 770143 or email fastra@aol.com.   You could make 
a payment by cheque which you can send to me either to my home or the Church office.  Some people 
may prefer to bring their WFO envelopes once the Church re-opens and people who donate through the 
open plate may rather wait until they can bring their donations in person so that their giving remains 
anonymous. 

The running costs for ministry and buildings do not disappear during this difficult period so your contin-
ued financial support would be gratefully appreciated. 

2020 2019  Change Change

£ £ £ %

Non Gift Aid Envelopes 262 1,210 (948)        (78.35)     

Gift Aid 24,466 25,660 (1,194)     (4.65)       

Open Plate 1,334 4,275 (2,941)     (68.80)     

26,062 31,145 (5,083)     (16.32)     

Other Donations 1,740 1,445 295          

Weddings/Funerals 300 0 300          

Total 28,102 32,590 (4,488)     

He Restores My Soul Christine Cresswell  

I wonder if you have heard of the American artist 
Donny Finley? I hadn't until my sister, Maggie, 
gave me his book entitled, 'He Restores My Soul'. 
It is his interpretation of the 23rd psalm. The con-
tents give an indication of his love of the Good 
Shepherd. It is A4 size with his beautiful illustra-
tions throughout the book, personal memories, and 
his gratitude for God's gift of painting. 
 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  HE IS 
MY PROVIDER  
 
He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He 
leads me beside the still waters. 
 HE IS MY GUIDE  
 
He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of 
righteousness for His name's sake.  
HE IS MY SAVIOR  
 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shad-
ow of death, I will fear no evil; for you are with 
me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. HE 
GIVES ME COMFORT 
 
You prepare a table before me in the presence of 
my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup 
runs over.  
HE SHOWERS ME WITH VICTORY 
 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life; and I will dwell in the 
house of the Lord forever. HE PROMISES ABID-
ING LOVE  
 
Donny includes many helpful quotes, some 
from the Bible, and this one from St. Francis 
de Sales which I have altered slightly.  
'He is your keeper. He has kept you so far. 
Hold fast to His dear hand, and He will lead 
you safely through all things; and when you 
cannot stand, He will bear you in His arms.'  
 
Donny draws his book to a close by saying 
this:- "You are a work of art too. God is paint-
ing a wonderful picture on the canvas of your 
life. Sometimes He uses dark colors, but they 
are only there so that the light is even more 
beautifully contrasted. I believe God uses a lot 
of light in His work, and also weaves in images 
of still water and green pastures. I don't know 
yet where the end of my journey will be, but I 
do know this....I will follow after Him all the 
days of my life, and when this life is over, I will 
dwell in His house with Him forever. May you 
be there too."  
You will see that there are American spellings 
in this passage. If anyone would like to borrow 
this beautiful book please let me know.  

mailto:fastra@aol.com
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During the past few years we have carried out several improvements to various areas of the grounds 
surrounding the Kirk Rooms. As these have been progressive over a period of time, it is not so easy to 
visualise a ‘before and after‘ picture of the changes so I have included some photographs of the work. 

 
One of the early issues was the problem caused by the overbearing trees to the rear of the buildings 

and, to a lesser extent, from those in the area now occupied by the new car park. Leaves and debris 
falling on the roof of the building were blocking the gutters, and the resulting dampness and lack of 
daylight were encouraging moss growth. Furthermore, as they grew, there was an increasing risk of 
damage to the building from falling trees or branches in windy conditions. We decided to remove the 
trees in the new car park area ourselves! This was achieved without mishap, but our lumberjacking 
skills did not extend to the larger and close proximity trees along the rear elevation which were re-
moved by an experienced contractor. The debris and moss on the roof was subsequently removed and 
the external walls cleaned. The photographs below show these changes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In exchange for being granted permission to park vehicles in our top car park on week days, the 

nearby house building contractor offered to assist in extending the area towards the new pavement line 
but, when discussions to secure the narrow strip of land faltered, they agreed to help in constructing 
the proposed new lower level car park instead. The photographs below show these changes. 

 

Kirk Rooms Grounds Improvements Keith Hyam 
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Cutting down the trees behind the Kirk Rooms opened up the considerable area of ground to the 
boundary with our neighbours in Station Lofts. This was very overgrown and unmanageable. A con-
tractor was engaged in the first instance to cut away the undergrowth and thereafter to landscape 
and grass seed the whole area. This is now maturing and has been cut. Refer to the photographs 
below. 

 
 
Finally, the problem of dealing with the steep bank (to the Manse side of the building) which has 

been a maintenance issue for some time, was tackled by the same contractor. The proposed solu-
tion was to plant heathers, but after consideration, some safety concerns remained in attending to 
these plants on the steep bank. Our thoughts turned to a ground cover plant, and with the advice of 
a local Garden Centre, we purchased 300 Rubus Tricolor. These evergreen plants spread quickly, 
flowering in summer and providing edible raspberry type berries in the autumn. They were planted 
through a weed suppression matting and maintenance of the bank should now be minimal. This 
work was carried out by the contractor who successfully landscaped the ground previously explained 
above. The ‘heather fund’ which stood at £586.80 has been used to offset the cost of this work, so 
thank you to all those who donated.  The photographs below show the changes. 

 
 
 
 
There remains the painting of lines and markings for the disabled parking bay in the lower car 

park (which has been delayed by COVID), some repairs to coping stones on walls around the Kirk 
Rooms and the completion of the fencing at the top of the steep bank to conclude this phase of im-
provements.  

 
A substantial portion of the original Kirk Rooms building was constructed using the skills of the 

congregation. I remember crawling under the floor, pulling and fixing electrical cables to the floor 
joists. I think I was chosen for this task as I was slim enough to fit through the hatch in the floor - it 
might not be so easy these days! Voluntary assistance, post COVID, would be appreciated in the 
never ending maintenance of our grounds and buildings.  
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Our Missionary Partners Wednesday Night Prayer Group 

Yvonne is still under SIM shielding in 
Accra, but will be coming out soon.   
She will then return to rural Sande-
ma  (photo of the main street in 
Sandema).  Yvonne has been busy 
working with a development team 
long distance, distributing sheep to 
families in need of a farming boost 
after the floods. She is also on her 
3rd online Biblical training course so 
she can train others well in Sande-
ma in the coming years. 

Yvonne Mildred 

Carolyn Kemp 

As the director of ministry with over 100 members, Carolyn is fully occupied with strategy, planning, ad-
vising and ‘member-care’.  She is grateful to God that two important administrative roles may soon be 
filled.  Carolyn recently shared one of her favourite songs, ‘I can Only Imagine’ which can be found on 

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LonOTKVmkeo   Her own health is giving some 

cause for concern.   

James and Kirsty with Deborah and Suzanna 

After a good holiday together on a Hong Kong island, 
they have returned to home-schooling again (with its 
demands on parents).  Kirsty has now assumed respon-
sibility for member-care, training and development.  
James is conscious of his workload as he keeps in touch 
with his widely-dispersed team-mates.  Life in Hong 
Kong is challenging.   

Lorna Ferguson 

Lorna enjoyed a short holiday in August with Alistair not 
far from Tokyo.  Calum is back at university in Florida 
where classes are mainly on-line.  Matthew continues 
law studies at Glasgow.  As Covid restrictions affect 
various aspects of missionary work, Lorna is looking for creative ideas for outreach, and so is pleased to 
be able to write devotions each week for church members, who appreciate them—and tell her so! 

TEARFUND are holding their BIG QUIZ online this 
year, so keep November 4th free and polish up your 
little grey cells. Last year was great fun and I am 
sure the online version will be just as much of a chal-
lenge! This year I think I will be taking part in the 
quiz rather than calling out the questions! A new ex-
perience for me! 

Tearfund Big Quiz Lynne James  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LonOTKVmkeo
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Joan’s daughter, Caroline, has painted these joyful stones 
with encouraging messages in multiple languages, displayed 
outside their home in Kirkhouse Road.   

Wylma shared this dramatic photo of the 
Kelpies in Falkirk during the mid-August 
thunder storm.  (Wylma received it by 
email, photographer is unknown). 

Coffee after Church and Other Online Fun Lynne James 

Over the last few weeks we have been building up a group of people  on Zoom who meet at 11.40 a.m. on 

a Sunday morning to have a virtual chat over a real cup of coffee!  

It has taken a bit of time to figure out how best to run the group but now we have worked out how to 

break into small groups to chat so, if you would like to join in,  please use the details below—these will also 

be posted on our website. 

 

Topic: Coffee after church 

Time  11.40 a.m. Sundays 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2150711857 

 

Meeting ID: 215 071 1857 

 

We are also hoping to hold another Praise Night online with Tamara leading the singalong as you join in at 

home.. sound will be muted from your end so you can sing along as loud as you like! 

If you have a hymn or song you would like to be included do let Traci, Lynne or Tamara know. 

The date has still to be fixed, but it will be posted on the church website and Facebook page. 
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Quiz answers (from Page 7) 

A.  Bazaar  B.  Babbles  C.  Ecclesiastical   D.  Eisteddfod  E.  Keek or Peep F.  Coffee  G.  Giggling   

H.  Hitchhiker  I.  Skiing  J.  Hajjis  K.  Knickknack  L.  Lullaby  M.  Immunity  N.  Pinnacle   

O.  Cooperate  P.  Apprentice  Q.— R.  Bizarre  S.  Classicist   T.  Intermittent  U.  Vacuum  V.  Bevvy 

W.  Powwow  X.  MMXX  Y.— Z.  Lipizzaner 

Cornerstone  Traci Leven, Editor  

Farewell, Abi  Lynne James  

For well over two years now, Abi Strachan has been a warm smiling pres-
ence in the Kirkrooms Office and a helpful voice on the end of the phone. She 
has dealt so well with all the interesting challenges the job of Office Adminis-
trator has thrown her way during our time with us. She has been endlessly 
patient with the vagaries of our photocopier and has put in many extra hours 
to make sure that several church projects have been brought in on time. 

As her son, Sam has started school this year, Abi now feels able to move 
on to more working hours  a week, and we are delighted that she has secured 
a job at  Killearn Nursery. Her kind and nurturing personality will be much ap-
preciated in this setting. 

Sadly this means that we have to say goodbye to her, although, typically of 
her generous personality, she has said that she stands ready to step in in a 
voluntary capacity, to help out,  should it prove necessary. 

We are extremely grateful that Traci Leven, from our own congregation, 
has been able to step in to take on the office role and look forward to piling 
her up with loads of work over the next few months ….just kidding! 

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to this edition of Cornerstone.  This is the second issue 
which has been produced as a mainly digital version—it is being emailed to readers and is available to 
download on our website.  However, we are continuing to print copies for those who are not able to re-
ceive Cornerstone electronically.  If you are reading this electronically, please feel free to share it with an-
yone who you know would appreciate it.  If you know of anyone who requires a paper copy, please let me 
know. 

Contributions are invited for the Winter edition—these can be on any subject, as long or short as you 
like.  It’s also nice to get photos to include too.  The deadline for submissions is 21st November. 

Please note, I have a change of contact details as I am moving home to Torrance on 18th Septem-
ber (TBC).  You can contact me on my mobile phone number 07939 898722.  Paper submissions can be 
sent or dropped off to the church office (Kirk Rooms).  My email address remains 
traci@levenresearch.co.uk, or from mid-September I will also be able to be reached at the church email 
address strathblanekirk@gmail.com. 

Dates for Your Diary  

Wednesday 9th September 2-3pm Church open for private 

prayer and reflection (see 

page 2) 

Wednesday 16th September 2-3pm Church open for private 

prayer and reflection (see 

page 2) 

Sunday 27th September 11am Pilot morning service by     

Elders’ Invitation only (see 

page 2-3) 

Wednesday 4th November Time TBC Tearfund Big Quiz online 

(see page 13) 
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Minister 

Rev Murdo Campbell  

01360 770226  MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Session Clerk 

Mrs Lynne James  

01360 770547 lynnej1257@gmail.com 

 

Church Office 

Abigail Strachan, church administrator 

(until 12th September - thereafter, Traci Leven) 

01360 770484 strathblanekirk@gmail.com 

 

Cornerstone (church magazine) 

Mrs Traci Leven 

07939898722 traci@levenresearch.co.uk 

 

Church Website 

The church website is www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com.  For Murdo’s Thoughts 

for the Day, see our page ‘Our Messages during the Coronavirus Period’.  This is also 

where the Sunday service videos are posted.  

 

Facebook  

Like or follow our page ‘Strathblane Parish Church’ to see news and 

updates, including Murdo’s Thoughts for the Day.  We will also be live 

streaming services here once they resume in church. 

 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter @Strathblanekirk 

 

YouTube 

Our YouTube channel is called ‘Strathblane Church’ - you 

can see all our services and Sunday Club videos there.  

Subscribe to our channel to be notified of new posts. 

Key Contacts and Social Media 

http://www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com


 RETURN TO CHURCH CHECKLIST 

As we slowly prepare for a return to church services, I have prepared this checklist which I hope you will find 
helpful. 
 
Think through and anticipate what it might look like to implement each step. Mentally visualizing and rehearsing 
what it might be like will help you be better prepared for safely re-entering your church again. This isn’t an ex-
haustive list but can help you plan for your (wise and joyful!) return to church. 
 
Check your phone, email, and church website and social media for important notifications and information be-
fore and after attending a church service. Review any recent church communications on reopening policies and 
procedures. 
 
Make sure you have a clean mask (and know how to properly wear it), and have sanitizer with you before leav-
ing for a church service. Wash your hands before leaving and after returning home from church (remember if 
your mask needs to be washed after wearing it to church). 
 
Assess Your Health. Stay home if you are showing possible signs or symptoms of illness (e.g. fever), have re-
cently been sick, or if others you are staying with are or were recently showing signs or symptoms. Consider 
carefully before attending if you are in a high risk or vulnerable category. 
 
Please stay at home if you or others you are staying with may have recently been exposed to someone suspect-
ed or diagnosed with COVID-19. If you or others you are staying with start to show signs or symptoms of 
COVID-19 after attending a church service, consult a healthcare professional and notify our Session Clerk. 
 
When you arrive at the church, mentally prepare and ready yourself for social distancing. Remember you and 
others will likely be excited to be together again and that you will need to be intentional in order to observe 
safety actions. Put on your mask and check it’s on correctly. 
 
Observe social distancing recommendations even while exiting and entering your car, making sure to give space 
to others as they are exiting or entering their vehicles. Be sure to maintain recommended distancing with others 
as you walk through the car park. 
 
In Church Entryway and Hallway. Be alert to instructions from church leaders and volunteers providing guid-
ance. 
 
Look and listen for COVID-19-related instructions and resources (e.g. announcements, posters). 
 
Don’t break social distancing recommendations when entering or exiting doorways. 
 
An offering plate will be placed at the door. 
 
You will be asked to give your name and contact number for tracing purposes. 
 
You will be asked to sanitise your hands 
 
You will be expected to wear a mask unless you have condition which precludes this. 
 
A one way in and one way out system will operate. 
 
Only one person at a time may use the toilet area. 
 
You will be escorted to a seat. 
 
There will be no Bibles or hymn books in the pews for hygiene reasons. You may wish to take your own, if you 
do so you must not leave them behind when you leave. 
 
Sadly singing is not allowed due to risk of spreading infected droplets. 
 
Unfortunately due to the 2 metre physical distancing rule, we can only accommodate about 30 people in our 
church. 
 
The service will consist of hymn music, prayers, Bible readings and message and will be about 30-45  
minutes in length. 
 
At the end of the service you will exit the building exercising social distancing using the oneway system. 
 
No teas and food will be served. 
 
Sanitise your hands as you exit. 
 
If we follow good practice you should have a safe visit.                                        Rev M M Campbell 


