
Cast All Our Cares Upon God   

Rev Murdo Campbell, Minister 
God must have anticipated cer-

tain events in the lives of His chil-
dren that would cause them to be-
come "worried and anxious". Even 
the most mature Christians can 
feel the burden of anxious and ex-
cessive care. We worry over per-
sonal concerns, family woes, finan-
cial woes, coronavirus, the econo-
my, cares of the past, and cares 
for the future. The Apostle Peter 
saw this anxious care as a heavy 
burden and offered us some wise 
counsel for dealing with it. Peter's 
advice is to cast all our cares upon 
God. We are to throw the cares 
that distract us, wound our bodies 
and souls, and lay heavy on our 
hearts, upon the wise and gracious 
providence of God. You can do that 
because "he cares for you." (1 Pe-
ter 5:7). You and I don't have to 
carry the burden of our worries. 
God is willing to release us from 
our cares, and take our concerns 
upon Himself. That sounds great. I 
have no problem casting my cares 
upon God. At first, the weight is 
lifted. That is, until God doesn't 
respond to my need like I think He 
should. Then it becomes hard for 
me to not retrieve the burden. 

We pray, God remove Corona-
virus from our world, remove all 
the problems it has led to, medical 
problems, economic problems, be-
reavement and much heartache. It 
feels good when we pray, we leave 
all our burdens with God. But then, 
food prices go up, a beloved friend 
is lost to Coronavirus, a stressful 
day in lockdown and we feel the 
worry and the anxiety return. 

To say cast all your burdens on 
God is easy, to leave them all with 
God is very difficult. 

What was the point of giving my 

burden to God in the first place if he 
wasn't going to make it all go away? 
When you and I cast our cares on 
God, we are acknowledging that it's 
His responsibility to care for us. We 
trust that He has good plans for us. 

We often forget that God is painting 
on a large canvas. He sees the big pic-
ture. We only see what's happening to 
us at the moment, we become so frus-
trated and anxious we lose sight of 
the bigger picture. Abraham and Sa-
rah in their old age waited 25 years 
for a son to be born. Joseph waited for 
deliverance and his family to come to 
seek him. Noah waited 150 days for 
the floods to abate and Jesus waited 
and prayed in Gethsemane. This Covid
-19 period is our Gethsemane, we do 
as Jesus did- we wait and pray. They 
all believed God had their situation in 
his hand, he sees the big picture- we 
do not. 

Secondly we don’t give up on pray-
er because, God is bigger and greater 
than we are. Some time ago my 
grandson and I decided we would 
hammer some nails into wood. My 
hammer blows drove the nails through 
the wood easily. What surprised me 
was how difficult he found it to ham-
mer the nails through the wood, it 
hardly moved at all. “Papa, what 
strong hands you have” he said. 

Why pray, why 
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Church Family   

cast all your 
cares on Him, because His hand is stronger 
than your hand. Hands that flung stars into 
space, hands that calmed the sea and raised 
the dead. 

You and I can cast our worries on God be-
cause it's His responsibility to care for us. As 

we commit our lives into His strong hand, 
the weight is lifted and peace washes over 
our anxieties. Dear Lord, when hard times 
come, I will not be afraid. I trust in Your 
loving care to provide for my family and 
me. Take my burden, Lord, and replace my 
worry with peace. In Jesus' Name, Amen. 

Murdo Campbell. 

Continued from front page.. 
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Deaths - church members and other funerals conducted by 

our minister: 

Julie Swann   6th March  

Isabella MacDonald  12th March 

Jean Keddie*  2nd April 

Frank MacArthur*  21st April 

Sybil MacLean*  4th May    

 

*Denotes church members 

Now the dwelling place of God is with 

men, and He will live with them and 

be their God.  Re 21:3 

We were also very sorry to hear from Neil Rae in April that his mother, Tricia Rae has passed 

away from COVID-19.  Tricia would have been well known to many in the church.  The Rae 

family were church members and Tricia moved to Bristol about 10 years ago to be with her 

son and his family after the death of her husband.   

Blessed are those who mourn 

for they will be comforted.   

                Matthew 5:4 



P A G E  3  Session Report  Lynne James, Session Clerk 
As you can imagine, there have been no Ses-

sion Meetings for these last few weeks, in fact, 
the last meeting  was the A.B.M. in church. 

Elders have been in touch with one another 
and are keeping in touch with all of you as much 
as possible. 

I am sure you would all like to thank Murdo, 
Traci and Tamara for all they have been doing to 
keep our church going online. As the weeks go by 
it becomes more and more obvious how true it is 
that Church is not bound by buildings, Church is a 
family of believers loving, serving and looking out 
for one another as Jesus has always asked us to 
do. 

It is with sadness that we note any, and all 
deaths, and particularly in these days when the 
pain of bereavement is compounded by the diffi-
culty of funeral arrangements so curtailed by 
lockdown measures. 

In Session, we feel the loss of two who have 
served God and His people so faithfully over the 
years, whether as an elder, in the case of Sybil 
Maclean, whose quiet act of service in laundering 
the Communion Cloths continued until ill health 
finally forced her to relinquish the task; or as a 
wise head on the Congregational Board, in the 
case of Frank McArthur. 

As John Donne put it so long ago 
“No man is an island entire of himself… 
Any man’s death diminishes me” 
All those of our church family who have passed 

away during these extra ordinary days through 
which we are travelling are mourned and will be 
remembered in prayer, as will their family and 
loved ones. 

On a happier note, it was with joy that we cel-
ebrated with messages and photographs, Murdo’s 

recent birthday! 21 again apparently. 
We have also responded to an urgent need in 

Malawi, brought to our attention one Sunday even-
ing by a thoughtful and prayerful presentation giv-
en by Sarah Black on behalf of the Friends of Wil-
liam Stewart Foundation. Sarah told us of the 
amazing work Levison Mlambya is carrying out in 
Chitipa Northern Malawi, and how very much he 
needed some form of transport to help him as he 
travelled about the area. 

Session agreed to fund a motorbike for Levison 
and the bike has successfully been purchased and 
Levison’s joyfully tearful thanks and praise for an-
swered prayers were relayed to us recently, as 
was the delightful news of the arrival of his and 
Jane his wife’s second baby—see Sarah’s article on 
Page 12. 

Heart and Soul would have taken place on Sun-
day 17th May in Princes Street Gardens. Obviously 
this year that was not possible, but a very joyful 
and interesting online version was, and is, availa-
ble online at present if you wish to visit the virtual 
event 

https://www.heartandsoul.org.uk/ 
This year’s Moderator, Rev Dr Martin Fair, the 

minister of St Andrews Parish Church in Arbroath 
was installed on Saturday 16th May and there is no 
doubt that his year as Moderator will be challeng-
ing in ways he could never have imagined. He will 
need the prayerful support of us all as he contin-
ues throughout the coming months. 

We pray that, before the next Cornerstone Ses-
sion report, we can be back together again to wor-
ship together in body as well as spirit, but, until 
that time, let us be always united in prayers for 
one another. 

Our church bells 
ring every Thursday 
night at 8pm as part 
of the ‘clap for car-
ers’. 

In addition, while 
we can not meet 
together in our 
building, our church 
is floodlit each 
evening, which we 
hope serves as a 
‘beacon of hope’ to 
those in the parish. 

Both these initia-
tives appear to be 
greatly appreciated 
in the community.  
Our thanks to Mur-
do for attending to 
these. 

https://www.heartandsoul.org.uk/
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Communications Traci Leven 
On the Kirk Session, my portfolio is 

‘Communications’ which usually involves putting 
Cornerstone together four times a year and occa-
sionally updating the church website and Facebook 
page.  However, from the middle of March, there 
was a sudden and urgent need to drastically up-
scale communication efforts! 

We had four days notice that church services 
were cancelled before getting our first online ser-
vice out.  Between us, we found a way to record, 
send, upload and publish the video files to bring 
some kind of service—and over the first few weeks, 
we managed to refine the process.  Murdo records 
himself delivering the sermon in church;  Tamara 
records herself playing the organ or piano;  and 

Lynne records herself doing the children’s talk from 
home.  They all send me the video files and I stitch 
them together, add some titles and the lyrics to the 
songs, and upload them to the new church 
YouTube channel.  I then embed the videos into a 
post on the church website.  I also post the link on 
our Facebook and Twitter feeds. Murdo, Tamara 
and Lynne have all been fantastic at doing the re-
cordings and I'm sure you’ll agree that Murdo and 
Lynne have quite a gift for broadcasting, with a 
natural camera-presence.  I know that very many 
people are finding both the church service and 
Sunday Club hugely helpful.  Indeed, the web stats 
suggest that around 200 people are watching the 
services each week (if only we could get that many 
people into church on a regular Sunday!).  If you 
have been watching the services, you will know 
that Murdo usually welcomes people from around 
the world—the web stats show that since we began 
our online services, we have had viewers from 
Netherlands, USA, Guernsey, Pakistan, France, 
Canada, Australia, Sweden, Austria, Philippines, 
South Africa, American Samoa, Finland, Nigeria, 
Denmark, Anguilla, Malawi, Ghana and Germany 
(as well as the UK!).   

As well as the Sunday services, Murdo has been 
providing a Thought for the Day every day Monday 
to Saturday throughout the lockdown period.  
These are posted both on Facebook and the church 
website daily, and I know that these have also 
been enormously helpful and encouraging to many 
people.  Again, because I post them, I can see the 
statistics, and every message reaches hundreds or 

even thousands of people as they are seen not on-
ly by those who follow the church Facebook page, 
but also friends of those who share the message 
on their own pages. 

Despite the wide reach of the online services 
and the daily thoughts, we are very aware that 
there are people in our parish and church family 
who do not have the technology to see these, and 
we are doing our best to reach out to these people.  
Some of our congregation are now receiving paper 
copies of the daily thoughts each week—either by 
post from Abi in the church office,  or hand-
delivered by Elders.  If you, or anyone you know, 
would like to receive paper copies of these please 
get in touch with me, Abi, or any of the elders. 

We are also very aware that communication has 
to be two-way.  While we cannot meet together on 
a Sunday, elders have been ensuring they main-
tain contact with the households they usually vis-
it—making phone calls and exchanging emails and 

WhatsApp messages.  However, we want to make 
sure that we continue to hear from everyone and 
anyone in the Parish, our church family and be-
yond who would like to get in touch.  If you have 
any need—be it spiritual or practical, or just want a 
chat with someone, please do get in touch with 
any of the elders, the session clerk or the minister, 
or contact us through our social media channels 
(key contact details are on Page 15).   

 
Cornerstone 
Many thanks to all those who have contributed 

to this edition of Cornerstone—with no church 
events to report on or publicise, I wasn’t sure how 
it would shape up!  This edition is being produced 
largely electronically and will be sent by email and 
available to download from our website.  However, 
those who we know of who require a hard copy will 
receive it by post.  If you are reading this electron-
ically, please feel free to share it with anyone who 
you know would like to receive it.  Please also let 
us know of anyone who would like a paper copy 
posted to them.   

Contributions—articles, comments, photos, po-
ems, puzzles (anything!) are invited for the next 
edition of Cornerstone.  The deadline for submis-
sions is Saturday 22nd August.   

 
Please see Page 15 for all the ways of stay-

ing in touch. 
 
PS—Can you help?  I would welcome any elec-

tronic photographs of the church (interior or 
exterior) you may have which I could use in the 
Sunday service videos. (Ideally, looking as the 
church would on a Sunday morning in this season).   

Murdo, Tamara and Lynne are providing a Sunday Service and Sunday Club every Sunday online 
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Sunday Club Lynne James 
Children are a heritage from the Lord, offspring a 
reward from him. Psalm 127 
 
Over the last few weeks, the children of Sunday Club 
have not been able to meet face to face, but, through 
the wonders of modern technology, we have all kept in 
touch through a WhatsApp group. 
What a pleasure it has been to have messages and pho-
tographs shared between the families. 
You can see a selection of their photographs here (and 
more on the back page). 
We miss seeing the children..and especially, being 
hugged, very much but their smiling faces have bright-
ened many a day and they have risen to challenges set 
out for them over the weeks..from building Lego cities, 
to making rainbows and sending birthday messages. 
Thank you all the families for supporting one another 
and joining in so wholeheartedly. 
 I can’t wait to be with you all again! 

The Sunday Club families were asked what they missed about 

regular Sunday Club and what they had enjoyed best about 

Sunday Club by video and WhatsApp. 

Sophie and Emma miss Mrs James’ hugs, the story, being 

with friends and the colouring pens.  Their favourite Sunday 

Club task since lockdown was making animal masks. 

Anna and Archie’s family said that Archie is missing the bis-

cuits, but both of them are really missing seeing everyone and 

playing the Malteser game!  The whole family enjoyed making 

the donkey masks. 

Charlotte’s family said that “Charlotte loved making the walled 

city.  It gave some focus when we were in the early stages of 

lockdown.  And we all miss Messy Church...probably Craig the 

most!”. 

Archie and Katherine’s mum said “Katherine misses the 

crafts you get to make at Sunday Club, Archie says he misses 

Lynne and all the other people.  I miss the quiet reflection 

time!   As a family we particularly enjoyed making and wearing 

the donkey masks for Palm Sunday!  Also Katherine loved mak-

ing the trumpet for the walls of Jericho!.  



P A G E  6  Songs of Praise   Eric Livingstone 
At the onset of the lockdown initiated by the 
coronavirus pandemic, friends started to share 
songs and video clips with me via ‘Whatsapp’.  
These were so encouraging and uplifting that I 
started to share them with my WhatsApp contacts 
and this continued during the lockdown. 
I thought I should share 10 of these songs with 
you in the hope that you too would be encour-
aged to sing God’s praise.  The songs can be 
found on YouTube or your laptop/Ipad/mobile 
search engine by typing in the name of the song 
and the singer/performer/composer. 
 
1. How Can I Keep from Singing—Audrey 

Assad.    This song was sent to me by a 
friend whose husband had just completed a 
course of chemotherapy for a life threaten-
ing condition and whose heart had been af-
fected by the treatment, and yet she want-
ed to keep singing of God’s goodness.   

2. A Place in the Choir—Lyric Video.  A fun 
song for church members as an encourage-
ment to join our ‘pop up’ choir. 

3. Do Not Worry—Rain for Roots.  A chil-
dren’s song but very apt for the onset of the 
lockdown. 

4. We Call on Him by Elvis Presley.  I had 
not heard this one before but again it high-
lights our tending only to turn to God when 
things get difficult. 

5. One Pair of Hands, again by Elvis Pres-
ley.  Amazing how this superstar has turned 
out some lovely gospel songs. 

6. Everlasting Arms—Lou Fellingham.  This 
singer used to front a Christian ‘pop’ group 
called Phatfish Band and is a modern take on 
an old hymn. 

7. Because He Lives—Caleb Kelsey.  Another 
old favourite sung by a modern duo. 

8. The Lord’s My Shepherd—Stuart Town-
send.  An adaptation of the world’s favourite 
Psalm by one of the most popular singer/
songwriters of our day. 

9. Remember Me—Deborah Governor.  This 
is my favourite and was sent by a pianist 
friend on Maundy Thursday.  It is very mov-
ing. 

10. See What a Morning—Stuart Townsend.  
Sent by my youngest son on Easter Sunday.  
How I wished we would all have sung it to-
gether in church.  Next year? 

If you take the time to look up some of these 
songs, it will do you good.  They will encourage 
you in these trying days, and if you sing along, 
you will offer praise to our gracious God. 

What are we doing during lockdown? 
Sandra Ritchie is grateful for technology and has been using Zoom, Facetime and Whatsapp to stay in 
touch.  She also says:  My friend, who also stays in Netherblane, and I do this once a week:  we give each 
other a carry out!  You can’t choose from a menu, you can’t order, you can’t pay, but you can have a deliv-
ery at 6.30pm once a week and it has been really good fun. 
 
Traci Leven says:  Like many people, I am using technology to keep up with my ‘normal’ activities includ-
ing my regular Friday morning exercise class (now done via Zoom from my bedroom), Wednesday morning 
bible study (see Page 9), and every Friday evening a ‘night out’ via Skype with five of my old school friends 
complete with wine and nibbles (unlike our ‘normal’ nights out, one school friend in New Zealand has also 
been able to join us sometimes, although she has breakfast instead of a glass of wine!) and of course 
church on Sundays.   Martin and I have also been finding fun ways to have a ‘date night’ once a fortnight—
our dining room has become a restaurant, our front room has become a night club for dancing, we have had 
a cinema night and a karaoke night.  It’s nice to get dressed up and do something different—and it’s always 
a cheap date!  I have also been trying to get fit doing the ‘Couch to 5k’ programme, and I am enjoying 
learning British Sign Language via an online course.  
 
Christine Cresswell says:  Since lockdown I have been writing a journal, a gift from Maggie, my sister. At 
the bottom of each page there is a Bible verse which is most helpful. Murdo's message for today (21/5) is 
'Overflowing with thankfulness'. At the bottom of the page in the journal for today -- 'In everything give 
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus.' 1 Thessalonians 5:18 .  Even in these difficult times there 
is so much for which to be thankful. (Maggie also sent Christine the poem she shares on Page 11) 
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Reflections from Lockdown Ian Mills 
It is somewhat disconcerting to be described as 

'vulnerable', and yet this is the term used to high-
light those aged over 70 as being more likely to 
suffer from the effects of Covid -19. But in reality, 
everyone irrespective of age is 'vulnerable' in the 
current situation. We have seen how quickly and 
dramatically all aspects of our normal routines 
have been affected including the inability to come 
and go as we please, school closures, changes to 
employment and business practices, cancellation of 
planned holidays and other events along with the 
inability to attend our regular clubs and organisa-
tions and participate in various leisure activities. 

The experience of most folk – certainly in this 
community – is probably similar to that of Margaret 
and me. We have complied with the government 
advice in terms of the lockdown, established a daily 
domestic routine, kept body and mind active 
(despite becoming frustrated in trying to complete 
a jigsaw puzzle!), walked around parts of the vil-
lage for the first time, met new people albeit at a 
distance, been introduced to previously unknown 
methods of virtual communication (I thought Zoom 
was a cleaning product), and been bombarded on 
our mobile phones with a never ending series of 
videos and stories – both humorous and thought 
provoking. In all of this, we are thankful to live 
here in a rural environment which offers space, 
supportive neighbours along with people who con-
tinue to provide services in local shops, the post 
office and the refuse collection. 

In the wider community, our admiration for 
those in the medical and care services – thinking in 
particular of our local Care Home -  along with the 
many volunteers who have emerged in response to 
a perceived need and simply done something about 
it. How many of us have been involved in the past 
when such initiative would require several commit-
tee meetings to obtain approval! 

 
But being 'vulnerable' and increasingly con-

cerned as the pandemic continues to take its toll 
and when there appears to be little likelihood in the 
short term of a significant relaxation of  the re-
strictions of the lockdown, it is easy to despair. 
There will be those who have suffered the loss of a 
loved one or are concerned about the health and 
well being of family members young and old, or 
whose continuing employment situation is precari-
ous and who see little prospect of a return to a pre 
Covid -19 lifestyle. 

 
In highlighting the visible support within the vil-

lage, there is one source which offers a way for-
ward from our 'vulnerable' state and that of course 
is the church. Margaret and I have been so appre-
ciative of the daily on line message from Murdo 
along with sharing in Sunday worship including the 
children's message from Lynne and the music from 
Tamara - not to mention the unseen technical sup-
port. Here is a continuing theme of hope, of God 
being with us through the current trauma and be-
yond. 

One of my abiding memories of recent weeks 
was on the first Thursday when at 8pm we stood 

outside our home to 'Clap for Carers'. The poet 
Longfellow wrote “For bells are the voice of the 
church” and so the sound of our church bell 
ringing out across the village symbolically con-
veyed that same message of hope.  

In addition to our regular contact with Strath-
blane Parish, there has also been an opportunity 
to see how the church in general has made use 
of virtual communications to reach out to a wid-
er audience. At national level we particularly en-
joyed the BBC TV broadcast on Easter Sunday 
where both the Moderator of the General As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland and the Ro-
man Catholic Archbishop of St Andrews and Ed-
inburgh shared in delivering the message of 
hope which Easter brings. And just to complete 
our ecumenical journey we join the congregation 
each Sunday in our daughter's St Andrew's An-
glican Church in Hertford for a Zoom Commun-
ion Service. 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that the number 
of 'hits' to church broadcasts on line has far ex-
ceeded normal attendance figures at regular 
worship. Why is this? 

 
It was interesting to follow the VE Day events 

where comparisons were being drawn with the 
experience of those who lived through World 
War 2 and our current situation. Whilst nothing 
can compare with the horror of war, what is rel-
evant is that VE Day marked a new beginning. 
The Covid -19 pandemic will end, vaccines will 
be developed and life will move on. Sadly, for 
many people there will be an aftermath of sor-
row, of employment uncertainty and fewer op-
portunities to pursue a number of activities pre-
viously taken for granted. As with the period be-
yond VE Day, there will be apprehension, how-
ever just as 75 years ago when the country em-
braced a new era including the creation of the 
NHS, the experience of this pandemic will also 
lead to a review of current practices and high-
light where changes are required. This process 
will be as relevant for the Church as it is for the 
wider community. 

 
In the midst of all this, our mind goes back to 

think where we were this time last year. In our 
case we were undertaking the North Coast 500 
journey. One of the hotels we stayed in had a 
large tapestry on the wall with the following 
words which seem appropriate at this time. 

 
 'Cycle upon cycle, season upon season 
  We look to the east to find a reason. 
  Our seas have run deep with joy and sorrow 
  We look for the dawning of tomorrow. 
  Hope for the future to heal to grow 
  As life follows life in time's ebb and flow' 
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The Ethiopian Cross in Strathblane Parish 

Church Malcolm McGregor 
The historic link that Strathblane Parish Church 
has with Ethiopia goes back to 1985 when the 
church sent Malcolm and Liz McGregor as mission-
aries to Addis Ababa during the terrible famine of 
1984-85.  Malcolm and Liz were members of the 
church and felt God’s call to serve in Ethiopia un-
der the mission organisation SIM and with the 
blessing of Strathblane Parish. 
 The Church in Ethiopia has ancient roots going 
back to 4th Century AD when Syriac monks 
brought the Gospel to the country.  The King at 
that time, Ezana, embraced Christianity and thus 
began the Ethiopian Orthodox Church that still 
plays a significant role in the life and faith of the 
nation today. 
 One of the features of the Orthodox Church in 
Ethiopia is the amazing cross designs.  Priests car-
ry hand-held crosses of wood, brass or nickel and 
these are used to bless people as he meets them 
on the road. Processional crosses are mounted on 
wooden poles and carried by the priest during ser-
vices and at ceremonies. These are usually made 
of brass or silver but a few may be of gold.  The 
brass cross in Strathblane Parish Church is a pro-
cessional cross. 
 There are many different cross designs and they 
take their names from the locations they originate 
from, eg, Lalibela, Axum, Gondar.  These are 

towns in the North of Ethiopia with famous 
churches and monasteries.  The cross in Strath-
blane Parish Church is an Axum cross and was 
gifted to the church by the McGregors on their 
first home assignment in 1987. 
 The beautiful designs of these cross reflect the 
amazing blessing that has, in God’s grace flowed 
to us through Jesus’ death and resurrection on 
that first, cruel cross of Calvary. 

The Amharic 

script on the 

cross says May 

God’s blessing 

be yours. 

As you know all church activities were cancelled due 
to this strange new world we find ourselves in. 

Included in this, of course was the Guild Spring Fayre 
so enjoyed by all the community. 

 
It was not possible to have the coffee morning part 

but we always hoped and prayed that at some point we 
would be able to have a plant sale. We had so many 
lovely spring plants which normally are sold before the 

Local Plant Sales Susan Kelly 
Spring Fayre, 
which were going 
nowhere!  A sug-
gestion from Pat 
Taylor (Pat is the 
Guild treasurer) 
was to take the 
plants to her 
garden in South-
burn Road, 
where there was 
access from the pavement and also a large 
grass verge. A great deal of planning ensued, 
always bearing in mind the current situation.  

We had the plant sale, all boxes 2 metres 
apart and every precaution taken, and we 
raised an amazing £367 for Strathcarron Hos-
pice. 

We are planning another sale which, unfor-
tunately will have been and gone before the 
Cornerstone is due out but we hope to be able 
to let you know how much money was raised, 
again for Strathcarron Hospice. 

God’s blessings to all, take care and stay 
safe. 
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Missionary News  Wednesday Prayer Group 

Catherine (not pictured), in Spain, is keeping in touch with her friends and students both by phone and 
on-line and also sends out videos and other useful information.  She ‘Zooms’ twice a week with her team 
and is also able to access services from her home church.  She values our prayers. 

James has been proving that preaching to a 
camera while wearing a mask is not fun.  
The family appear to be in good spirits de-
spite lockdown in Hong Kong and continuing 
home-schooling—and negotiations with their 
landlord about next year’s rent. 

Carolyn Kemp (left):  Zoom calls are 
a feature of Carolyn’s daily life now.  
This involves negotiating time zones 
and language barriers, as she supports 
her team members across the world.  
She finds these video calls take a lot of 
energy and concentration.  Neverthe-
less, she is ever thankful to God, par-
ticularly at this time for the work 
among Chinese in Kenya. 

Yvonne Mildred is in lockdown in the SIM Guest House in Ac-
cra, having moved from the rural village of Sandema. She is still 
very busy managing The Ghana Food Disaster project for SIM 
and other projects, by electronic means.  Her daily exercise is to 
walk for about 30 minutes round the outside of the house within 
the boundary wall. 

Lorna Ferguson: Some 
of Lorna’s colleagues can-
not return to Japan from 
Home Assignment, whilst 
others due for leave are 
unable to get a flight out.  
Much of her work contin-
ues on-line as does 
Alistair’s schooling and 
football training!  Matthew 
and Calum are now look-
ing for holiday jobs. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study Traci Leven 
Many of our church groups are finding new ways to 
stay in touch during lockdown.  Our regular  Wednes-
day morning bible study has continued, and we meet 
via Zoom.  This is been hugely encouraging as we 
pray together and study God’s word.  We have recent-
ly finished a study on Elijah, and have moved on to a 
study entitled Depending on Jesus, which is proving 
very relevant in the current circumstances. Meeting 
via Zoom has not been without it’s technical challeng-
es, and we are sorry that not all our regular members 
have the technology to participate, but we are grateful 
for the fellowship we enjoy, and pray that we will be 
together again soon in a more traditional format.  For 
one thing, I’m missing Sylvia’s cheese scones!  If any-
one would like to join us on a Wednesday morning, 
please contact Lynne. 
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Getting To Know You—Kathy Nordin  
Where did you grow up and what was your 
childhood like? 
I grew up in the small rural market town of Newton 
Stewart, Wigtownshire.  I had a very happy child-
hood.  My memories are of spending lots of time 
outdoors with friends playing, riding my bike, ex-
ploring fields and woodland and of going long walks 
with Mum and Dad and being taught lots about na-
ture by my Dad.  As a teenager I enjoyed high 
school, including playing lots of sports and during 
school holidays cycling to surrounding towns and 
villages to meet up with school friends. 
 
When and how did you come to faith? 
Like most people of my age, I attended Sunday 
School every week and learned lots of Bible stories.  
It was of course much more formal than Sunday 
School is today but we had lots of fun including the 
annual Sunday School trip.  In my teens I attended 
church with my Mum and was a member of the 
church choir. I had a lot of “head knowledge” of the 
Bible and found it interesting.  Over the years, in-
cluding when I was at College and living in Glas-
gow, I attended various churches on a fairly irregu-
lar basis. A few years after I came to Blanefield I 
went through a very difficult time. I had also start-
ed going to church more regularly and at the same 
time was invited by Liz McGregor to join a Bible 
Study Group. This led me to coming to know the 
Lord in a very personal way and all those Bible sto-
ries and scripture passages that had been in my 
mind for so long took on real meaning.  Now I can’t 
imagine life without that relationship with my Lord 
and saviour. 
 
What jobs have you done? 
Apart from holiday jobs in hotels, shops and the 
local mill when I was a student I have been a pri-
mary school teacher.  I worked in various schools 
in Clydebank and Glasgow then in Killearn Primary 
and finally Buchanan Primary.  
 
 
Do you have a favourite bible verse or pas-
sage?    
I find different verses are very meaningful to me 
depending on how I am feeling and what I am go-
ing through at any given time but verses that I al-
ways find are a help are Psalm 139, Isaiah 40v29-
31 and 1 Corinthians 10v13  
 
What are your favourite hymns and why? 
There are so many hymns I love that it’s not easy 
to choose. My first choice is “All people that on 
earth do dwell”.   This of course is a psalm and 
takes me back to my home church where we sang 
a lot of psalms to so many lovely tunes. I like too 
that it talks of ALL people on earth praising God. 
My second choice is “How great Thou art”. A hymn 
that remind us of God’s wonderful creation and of 
what Jesus has done for us and how we shall see 
him one day.  Such meaningful words and uplifting 
tune. 
Thirdly I choose “Shine Jesus shine” a hymn that 

reminds us of just what it means to have Jesus in 
our lives and how He is there for all the world.  I 
first sang this hymn in church in Ethiopia with 
some of the students Liz and Malcolm were work-
ing with at the time – such a joyful occasion.  
 
 
What are your favourite places you have vis-
ited? 
That’s a very difficult question to answer. I en-
joyed visiting Liz and Malcolm McGregor in Ethio-
pia and getting a taste of what it would be like to 
live in such a different culture and the same can 
be said of my time teaching in India a few years 
ago. I loved the sunshine and spectacular scen-
ery in places like New Zealand and Madeira and 
the historic architecture of the old town in Du-
brovnik. 
 

What do you do in your spare time? 
In my spare time I enjoy walking and  reading-I 
am a member of the local Book Group which in 
normal times meets monthly in the library.  I also 
from time to time do knitting and sewing.  I en-
joy travelling and love going on holiday to differ-

Kathy teaching in India 

Kathy’s photograph of Madeira 
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ent places and experiencing something of other cul-
tures. 
 
Have you read any good books recently? 
A book that I am reading at the moment is 
“Mountain Rain – A biography of James Fraser” by 
Eileen Crossman.   James Fraser was a missionary 
who went out to China in the early 1900s to an ar-
ea where he experienced a spiritual battle among 
people who were steeped in devil worship.  This 
was at a time when missionaries were away from 
home for years and had very little contact with the 
outside world. The book is written by his daughter 
and has extracts from his diaries.  
Another book I read recently is “The Beekeeper of 
Aleppo” by Christy Lefteri.  It is a novel about a 
family forced to flee from Aleppo when it is being 
destroyed by bombing.  It tells of their sometimes 
harrowing journey to get to England where they 

have relatives. It depicts their will to survive and 
the danger they experience in immigration 
camps etc. before eventually getting to England 
then their struggle to be allowed to stay. The 
author had worked for Unicef and supported a 
refugee centre in Athens so she is able to paint a 
realistic picture of what life can be like for these 
refugees.  
 
What do you like  about living in Strath-
blane/Blanefield? 
The people are so friendly and there is a real 
feeling of community.  For me being part of the 
church family and knowing there are always 
people there for me is very important.  It is also 
such a blessing to be able to enjoy the wonder-
ful countryside on the door step – especially at 
this time of lockdown when I go out for my daily 
exercise. 

Books of The Bible  
Sandra Ritchie shared this with us.  There are 16 books of the bible hidden within the following text.  

Can you find them all? 

 

I once made a remark about the hidden books of the Bible (merely by a fluke).  It kept people looking so 

hard for the facts and for others it was a revelation.  Some were in a jam, especially since the name of 

the books were not capitalized, but the truth finally struck home to numbers of readers.  To others it 

was a real job.  We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you.  Yes, there will be some really 

easy ones to spot.  Others may require judges to help them.  I will quickly admit it usually takes a min-

ister to find one of them, and there will be loud lamentations when it is found.  A little lady says she 

brews a cup of tea so she can concentrate better.  See how well you can compete.  Relax now.   

Prayer 
Ella Hyam shared this prayer, which many can 

relate to! 

The world we thought we knew is changing fast,  
and longingly we cling to what is past-- 
that settled life which made no great demand,  
our foretaste of the hoped-for promised land.  
 
But as for You, dynamic, Pilgrim God,  
You do not linger on the path well-trod,  
but ever lead Your pilgrim people on  
to risk an unknown future with Your Son. 
 
The challenge of diversity and change 
will take us well beyond our former range,  
exposing us to things we do not know,  
demanding all the love that we can show.  
 
You take the stuff of chaos, fear, and dread,  
and make a path where we can safely tread;  
and if we fear the wildness of the wave,  
we know Your outstretched hand is there to 
save.   

 
Poem by Rosemary Wakelin 
(shared by Christine Cresswell) 
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The William Stewart Foundation supports 700 
children in rural Northern Malawi. There is a feed-
ing programme, some of the children walking up 
to 20km to receive food. Crops have been plant-
ed and the children are learning life skills like 
farming, animal husbandry, sewing, knitting and 
cooking. The aim is that eventually, The Founda-
tion will be self sufficient and provide employ-
ment opportunities for local adults. A library has 
just been built from a fundraiser, and there will 
be a focus on literacy for all by providing adults 
with opportunities to learn to read as well as chil-
dren being able to borrow books to support their 
learning. We have a pilot nursery school up and 
running for 50 pre school children to meet 3 
times a week. They are provided with porridge at 
each session.  

As our fundraising opportunities have been 
curtailed due to the pandemic, we are trying to 
find other ways to raise much needed funds. 
Fairtrade Scotland have kindly donated ground 
coffee from Mzuzu in Malawi. We are asking peo-
ple to donate money and each time we raise £15, 
a bag of coffee is then donated to keyworkers as 
a thank you, and the money raised will help feed 
the children in Malawi. Coffee has been given to 
search and rescue volunteers, education staff, 
nurses and doctors, health centres, paramedics, 
police and care home staff. We have started a 
sponsorship programme, currently focusing on 
the preschool age group. This is £25 per month 
and will make a huge difference to each of these 
children, giving them hope for a better future and 
knowing someone cares about them. If you would 
like to get involved with either the coffee fund-
raiser or sponsoring a child then please do get in 
touch.  

Elderly people are also supported through out-
reach. People in need are visited with gifts of 
soap, maize and clothes and a bible if they would 
like one and are able to read. As Levison only had 
a push bike, he was only able to visit a few peo-
ple, and was limited in what he could carry.  

I was invited to speak at Strathblane church 
evening service a few months ago. I spoke about 
the work that is happening and my faith and rea-
sons for being involved with the Foundation. The 
slideshow was well received and lots of questions 
were asked. One gentleman said to me after-

wards ‘it is my prayer that Levison gets a motor-
bike to help with outreach'.  A few days after that, 
I heard that the elders had decided to gift money 
to Levison for a motorbike to help with outreach. 
It's been an answer to prayer, especially as public 
transport is more difficult now due to the pan-
demic. So many people will benefit from this act 
of 

kindness and generosity. Levison was over-
whelmed and so very thankful. It's always ex-
tremely busy at the Foundation trying to put ideas 
into practice and helping those who come looking 
for support. Levison and his wife Jane have a 
daughter, Deborah age 5, but they've now been 
blessed with baby William (pictured below, born 
18th April). 

I look forward to being able to visit Strathblane 
Church again soon, the church in which I was 
brought up, to share more stories and photos with 
you and to continue to build the relationship be-
tween the congregation of Strathblane Church and 
The William Stewart Foundation. Please pray for 
our work and do get in touch if you would like to 
help. Together we can make a difference. With 
best wishes, Sarah Black, Development Manager, 
www.williamstewartfoundation.org  

Facebook links: 
https://www.facebook.com/

williamstewartmalawi/ 
https://www.facebook.com/ibuluma.malawi/  

The William Stewart Foundation Sarah Black 

http://www.williamstewartfoundation.org
https://www.facebook.com/williamstewartmalawi/
https://www.facebook.com/williamstewartmalawi/
https://www.facebook.com/ibuluma.malawi/
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Jean Keddie   
From Shona Muir: 
Jean Margaret Dutchburn Keddie ( née Muir ). 
Born 17th. August 1918 to Daniel and Mary Muir. 
Jean had two elder brothers, Victor and Arthur. 
Jean never knew her mother as she sadly passed 
away while nursing a neighbour during the Span-
ish flu epidemic. 
Jean has spent her whole life in the village. As a 
youngster she was brought up by family and 
friends. Once old enough she took over the run-
ning of the family home and keeping the men of 
the house in check. 
Jean married Alex Keddie and they continued to 
live in the village in a home the family had built. 
Jean was a strong member of the church and was 
a member of most organisations in the village. 
Jean continued to play bowls well into her 90’s but 
due to failing eyesight and declining mobility she had to give this up. She stayed in her own house 
until January 2019 when failing health made it impossible for her to stay on her own. Eventually, 
she moved into Blanefield House in May 2019 and was there until she sadly passed away on 2nd. 
April 2020. 
Due to the current situation Jean had a “small“ family send off with only five of us there but as a 
family we were truly humbled by the number of people who came out in the village as she had a 
final drive through. People who had only heard her name were kind enough to show their respects 
alongside locals who had known her for many years. 
Jean was a character in more ways than one and was always up for a laugh and eager to join in. 
She will be sadly missed by all family and friends alike. 
Rest In Peace Jean, we will all miss you dearly. 
 
From Susan Kelly: 
I had the privilege of being Jean’s elder when Peter Shaw retired. I can only imagine the chats 
they would have had, as both enjoyed a good chat! 
I often think of when Jean reached the grand old age of 100, how she held court to a constant 
stream of visitors. At the end of the day she had said ‘that sure was some day’! 
I will always remember visits to Blanefield House when Jean (in not a quiet voice!) would regale 
me, or anybody else within hearing distance, with details of certain bodily functions! 
As Shona said, Jean was a character and will be sadly missed. 

These are verses I bring to my mind during times of sorrow.  

“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My 

Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 

to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” 

I particularly underline the sentence, ”if it were not so, I would have told you”.  
Our Lord cannot lie, and we as Christians put our trust in Him. 

John 14: 1-3 Nancy Mackie 
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For the first 4 months of 2020 and 2019 our giving may be compared as follows: 
 

 
 
 
The closure of the Church for Sunday morning worship due to the coronavirus has had the expected im-
pact on our income from giving.  Very little income has been received from those who normally give 
through the WFO system (both non gift aid and gift aid) and the open plate.  I am grateful to those who 
have sent cheques to me or have got in touch so that they can pay directly into the Church bank ac-
count.  Much of the Gift Aid income comes from standing orders and this has continued.   
 
If you would like to continue to give your offerings to Strathblane Parish Church while we are required to 
self-isolate, there are several ways of doing this.  You could choose to set up a standing order or pay 
your giving directly into the Church bank account.  To do this, phone me on 01360 770143 or email: 
 fastra@aol.com   
 
You could make a payment by cheque which you can send to me either to my home or the Church office.  
Some people may prefer to bring their WFO envelopes once the Church re-opens. 
The running costs for ministry and buildings don’t disappear during this difficult period so your continued 
financial support would be gratefully appreciated. 

2020 2019  Change Change

£ £ £ %

Non Gift Aid Envelopes 262 729 (467)        (64.06)     

Gift Aid 14,207 16,317 (2,110)     (12.93)     

Open Plate 1,334 2,426 (1,092)     (45.01)     

15,803 19,472 (3,669)     (18.84)     

Other Donations 576 250 326          

Weddings/Funerals 200 0 200          

Total 16,579 19,722 (3,143)     

Word Search   

Can you find the names 

of 20 characters from 

the New Testament? 

mailto:fastra@aol.com
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Minister 

Rev Murdo Campbell  

01360 770226  MCampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk 

 

Session Clerk 

Mrs Lynne James  

01360 770547 lynnej1257@gmail.com 

 

Church Office 

Abigail Strachan, church administrator 

01360 770484 strathblanekirk@gmail.com 

 

Cornerstone (church magazine) 

Mrs Traci Leven 

01360 770362 traci@levenresearch.co.uk 

 

Church Website 

The church website is www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com.  For Murdo’s Thoughts 

for the Day, see our page ‘Our Messages during the Coronavirus Period’.  This is also 

where the Sunday service videos are posted.  

 

Facebook  

Like or follow our page ‘Strathblane Parish Church’ to see news and 

updates, including Murdo’s Thoughts for the Day. 

 

Twitter 

Follow us on Twitter @Strathblanekirk 

 

YouTube 

Our YouTube channel is called ‘Strathblane Church’ - you 

can see all our services and Sunday Club videos there.  

Subscribe to our channel to be notified of new posts. 

Key Contacts and Social Media 

Treasurer 

Mrs Jean Strachan 

01360 770143 fastra@aol.com 

http://www.strathblanekirk.wordpress.com


  

A selection of art 

work from ‘virtual’ 

Sunday Club (see 

page 5) 

A selection of 

some of the greet-

ings for Murdo’s 

birthday video 

posted online 


